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In Flanders Fields 
In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row,  
That mark our place: and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
 We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow 
Loved, and were loved and now we 

lie in Flanders fields. 

 
Take up our quarrel with the foe, 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies 

grow In Flanders Fields. 
Col John McCrae 
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Vetõs Gazette 

John Cropper, Chairman of the Poppy Committee at Orillia's Branch 34 of the 
Royal Canadian Legion and Brenda Watt, President of the Ladies Auxiliary, 
present a cheque for $5,700 to Brittany Wilson, Development Officer with the 
OSMH Foundation.  The money is to be used  to purchase a cataract surgery 
stretcher bed     See story on page 5 

Charitable Foundation Donation 
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Branch Officers 

President -  Rick Purcell                                705-330-4815 

Immediate Past President - Bob Thomas      705-325-4695                        

1s Vice-President Chuck Penny                    705-955-2548 

2nd Vice President - Ralph Bernard              705-259-0931 

Treasurer  - Brian Robertson           705-327-1825 

  
John Cropper             705-325-0580 

Neville Gale             705-326-1312 

Bob Dimaline             705-259-0591 

Rob McCron              705-687-7390 

Annette Mathias                           705-955-1046 

Padre Gerry McMillan                               705-329-0338 

Padre      Terry Bennett            705-329-0289 

Padre Tony Rennett                      705-329-0289 

Padre      Mathew Trottier 

Sergeant-at-Arms   

Colour Sergeant  -   

Service Bureau ï Peter DeVillers                  705-326-2198 

 

 

 

Committee 

Poppy ï John Cropper 

Membership  -  Annette Mathias 

Sports   - Neville Gale. 

Ways and Means - Ralph Bernard 

Seniors  - Jackie Verbeek 

PRO  - Rob McCron 

Youth Education  -  Kate Palmer  

Bingo, Air Cadets, Minor Ball ï Rick Purcell 

  Soldiersô Memorial Hospital  - Chuck Penny 

 

Office Personnel 
Administrator                                               Laura Simpson 

Office            705-325-8442 

Bar                                        705-325-1266 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Events 
Scottish Festival Carrie Dunn               

        Angela Paylor             705-323-9759 

 

Special Committees Chairpersons 
Legion Crest Complex    Angela Paylor  705-323-9759 

Pipe Band Manager  Linda Buchanan    705-326-5470  

Sick & Visiting                 

                  

Ladies Auxiliary Officers 
President  -  Brenda Watt  705-325-8104 

 Immediate Past President   

Theresa Bernard   705-259-0931 

1st Vice President  - Bev Brennan 705-331-3195 

2nd Vice President  - Sherry Campbell 705-715-8861 

Secretary  -  Sick & Visiting    Bev Brennan      705-331-3195    

Treasurer  -  Carol Macksey  705-644-4020 

Sergeant-at-Arms  Sandra Evans   705-915-1036 

Membership  -  Annette Mathias 705-955-1046 

Sports Officer  - Brenda Watt 705-325-8104 

Executive 

Funeral Lunches  Cathy Wackett  705-325-7874 

Monday Cards  -  Theresa Bernard   705-259-0931 

Soup & Sandwich Luncheons  -    Deb Stanton  - 705-325-4240 

Ways and Means Convenor, Retirements, Birthdays, Anniver-

saries, Small weddings  - Dorothy Cotter 705-955-1884 

Craft ShowðCandy Cashen 705-826-7907 and Sherry Campbell 

705-715-8861 

Phoning Captain  - Sharon Ross 

 

 

 

 

Address Vetôs Gazette Correspondence to:                            

Kate Palmer, Royal Canadian Legion Branch 34            

215 Mississaga St. E., Orillia ON. L3V 1W2                

Phone (705) 325-8442 Fax (705) 325-3758 

Our email address is:                                                         

royalcdnlg34@rogers.com                                                  

Our Web Site is http://www.orillialegion.com 

 

 

mailto:royalacdnlg34@rogers.com
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Presidentôs  

Message 
Hello Comrades,  

I want to start my report by acknowledging 
the work of Comrade Bob Thomas, who for 
health reasons has resigned his position as 
President of Branch 34.  I thank him for all 
he has done for the branch. He will remain 
as Immediate Past President.  As First Vice-
President, I have moved up to the position 
of President.  Chuck Penny is the new 1st 
Vice-President and Ralph Bernard has 
accepted the position of 2nd Vice-President. 

This has been a difficult time for a lot of 
Legion members. To be shut down for about 
16 months is unheard of in our lifetime. 

 As you read this you will know that 
with  Covid numbers down the Province has 
moved into Step 3 of the Road to Re-
opening and the branch has re-opened. It 
will be an interesting time for the legion. It 
will take some time to get everyone back 
that used to come to the legion. Some may 
decide not to come back. 

 Our membership numbers are good 
at this time, but down a little. If you know of 
anyone who would like to join the legion, 
encourage them to call the branch and join. 
You do not have to be a veteran to join the 
legion. The legionôs role has changed 
slightly over the past years. 

 Our primary and most important role 
is, as it has always been,  to support 
veterans and their spouses. But we have 
become a very important community service 
organization. We support community 
activities, and we have quite a few youth 
based activities supporting youth sports, the 
Air Cadets, and the Navy League. 

 We are going to have to change once 
we re-open. We need new ideas, new ways 
to encourage Orillia citizens to join, new 
ways to bring in revenue to support the 
legion. 

 If you would like to join a committee, 
or if you have ideas of new ways to bring in 
revenue, let me or Laura in the office know. 
If you would like to volunteer, also let me or 

Laura know. 

 We have been very lucky during 
COVID. We have been able to do a lot of 
maintenance on the legion building, some 
things difficult to do if we were open. We 
have new air conditioners which have been 
installed, and we have a new furnace in the 
process of being installed, hopefully before 
we re-open. 

 Over time we hope to get back to as 
close to normal as possible. We are 
planning to have Friday barbecues every 2 
weeks once we open. The first one will be 
on July 23.  We hope to see a lot of 
members at these barbecues.  

 The bingo will resume on July 21. 
Numbers will be restricted to 70 players. 
That will help the legion because we need 
their rent to assist us with our cash flow. We 
need volunteers to help, especially on the 
nights that support the branch. 

 The summer is usually a slower time 
for the legion, but we are hoping to possibly 
have a summer dart league considering we 
have lost 2 winter dart seasons. I am sure 
the pool will re-start with the league coming 
back in the winter along with our normal dart 
leagues. 

 We also are going to try having 
breakfasts on Fridays, Saturdays, and 
Sundays once we are open. Plans are still 
being worked out so  watch for details to be 
announced later. 

 Depending on numbers allowed in 
the legion building, we may not be able to 
hold regular general meetings. We will make 
the announcement once we are allowed to 
begin meeting again. 

 We hope everyone has a safe 
summer and hope to see you back at the 
branch soon.  

 

Yours in comradeship: 

Rick Purcell  

President Branch 34 
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The 48
th

 Dominion 

Convention:      

Virtual Edition 
Due to the ongoing pandemic restrictions, The 
Royal Canadian Legion 2021 Dominion 
Convention will be held virtually for the first 
time. But while this yearôs format may be 
different, our goal remains the same: to make 
the Legion the best it can be in order to serve 
Canadaôs Veterans. 
This year, over 3,200 Delegates and proxies, 
representing close to 250,000 members, will 
meet online to discuss the future of the 
Legion. Delegates will vote on resolutions, 
determine national policies and elect the next 
Dominion President and Senior Elected 
Officers. 
 
Together, we will help set the direction for 
the future of our organization. 
 

2021 marks the 100th 
anniversary of the iconic 
Poppy symbol of 
Remembrance 

  

OTTAWA, ON, 6 July 2021 ï One hundred 
years today, the precursor to The Royal 
Canadian Legion officially recognized the 
Poppy as Canadaôs lasting symbol of 
Remembrance. A century later, the Legion is 
commemorating this historic milestone. 
 ñWe are proud to be the safekeepers of 
this special symbol, brought to us by a 
visionary woman,ò says Dominion President 
Thomas D. Irvine, CD. ñEvery time I see a 
Poppy I think of our fallen, and I thank them 
for their sacrifices.ò    
 The idea for the Remembrance Poppy 
in Canada was conceived by Madame Anna 
Gu®rin of France. She was inspired by John 
McCraeôs poem ñIn Flanders Fields.ò Anna 
had originally founded a charity to help rebuild 

regions of France torn apart by the First World 
War, and created poppies made of fabric to 
raise funds.    
 Later, Anna presented her concept to 
Franceôs allies, including the precursor to The 
Royal Canadian Legion, The Great War 
Veterans Association. The idea was 
considered at a meeting in Port Arthur, 
Ontario (now Thunder Bay) and was adopted 
on July 6, 1921.     

The Legionôs ñPoppy 100ò tributes this year 
include: 

The offering of commemorative Poppy 
pins that replicate the original 1921 lapel pin. 
The release of an inspiring video that explains 
the history of the Poppy as Canadaôs symbol 
of Remembrance. 

¶ The creation of a unique commemorative 
stamp by Canada Post slated for release this 
fall. 

¶ The creation of a unique commemorative 
coin by The Royal Canadian Mint for release 
this year. 

¶ The special lighting of several Canadian 
landmarks to mark the anniversary on July 6, 
2021 including BC Place, the Vancouver 
Convention Centre and Olympic Cauldron, the 
West Edmonton Mall, the Calgary Tower, the 
Regina City Hall foyer, Niagara Falls, the CN 
Tower, the City of Toronto downtown sign, 
and the Champlain Bridge. 

A commemorative program led by Legion 
representatives in Port Arthur, ON (now 
Thunder Bay), where the Poppy symbol was 
officially adopted in 1921. 

Visit Legion.ca to learn more about 
the history of the Poppy. 
 

 

 

 

https://www.poppystore.ca/100th-anniversary-poppy/commemorative-poppy-flower-100th-anniversary-600470
https://www.poppystore.ca/100th-anniversary-poppy/commemorative-poppy-flower-100th-anniversary-600470
https://youtu.be/3riQYKMenUA
https://www.legion.ca/remembrance/the-poppy/history-of-the-poppy
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    Legion Supports 

Purchase of Specialized 

Beds for Cataract Surgery at 

Soldiersô  

The Royal Canadian Legionôs Ontario 

Provincial Command Branches and Ladiesô 

Auxiliaries Charitable Foundation have 

generously donated $5,700 for the purchase 

of a specialized stretcher bed to improve 

cataract surgeries at Orillia Soldiersô Memorial 

Hospital. Each year, more than 1,500 cataract 

surgeries are performed at Soldiersô. 

Surgeons can perform up to 18 cataract 

surgeries in one day, making it one of the 

highest volumes of procedures performed at 

the Hospital. Each patient undergoing surgery 

requires a specialized stretcher bed with an 

intricate braking system and attachment to 

ensure the patientôs head is stabilized during 

the procedure. It is vital that there are enough 

of these beds to meet the needs of the 

community. ñThis donation means that we are 

able to reduce wait times for this life-altering 

procedure,ò said Brittany Wilson, 

Development Officer, OSMH Foundation. ñWe 

care deeply about the wellbeing of our senior 

community and giving sight to someone 

whose vision has been compromised by 

cataracts is an amazing gift to give. We are 

incredibly grateful to the Royal Canadian 

Legionôs Ontario Provincial Command 

Branches and Ladiesô Auxiliary for this 

generous donation that will significantly 

improve the quality of life of our senior 

population.ò For the Legionôs Charitable 

Foundation President, Marg Emery, this 

donation is a culmination of support from 

inside and outside of the organization. 

ñThanks to the support of our Legion 

Branches and Ladies Auxiliaries volunteers 

and the public, the Royal Canadian Legion 

Charitable Foundation is able to assist 

hospitals and other health facilities and take 

part in improving the quality of life of our 

veterans and the community at large.ò Since 

1997, the Royal Canadian Legion Ontario 

Provincial Command Branches and Ladiesô 

Auxiliaries Charitable Foundation have 

generously donated over $80,200 to support 

Soldiersô 

 

Steak 
BBQ 
The Ways and Means             

Committee brings you a tasty 
Steak Dinner every two weeks 

starting 

                                                    

Friday July 23rd                     
at 6 p.m. 
Only $15.00 per 
person 

 
Get your tickets at 
the sign-in desk in 

the                                   
Tri-Service room 
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Even in the midst of a pandemic certain business still has to go on and people have to 
keep in touch with each other.  ZOOM became a new word to everyone as meetings were 
held virtually.  All levels of the Legion kept in touch with each other through this modern 
technology.  Zone E5 met several times via Zoom as did District E and many committees.  

Above are some of the participants in a recent Zone E5 ZOOM  council meeting. 

 
Volunteers         
Needed 
Organizations like          

Branch 34 succeed because of 
the people who give freely of 
their time to make things 

happen. 

Help is always needed and 
welcomed, whether its   

covering the door, helping with 
the BBQôs or Bingo, selling 
draw tickets on Friday nights 

or other activities. 

If you can assist in anyway 
please contact Laura in the 

office or at                       
705-325-8442 

Guidelines                   
for Re-opening 

Welcome Back to Branch 34 

 
¶ Members must be signed in at the front desk 
¶ If a person entering is not a member of 
Branch 34 they must leave a phone number 

¶ On leaving members must check out at the 
front desk 

¶ All persons must use hand sanitizer when  
entering the branch 

¶ Masks must  be worn at all times except when 
seated at a table. 

¶ Physical distancing of 2 meters (6 feet) must 
be observed 
We regret that at this time, due to  
government restrictions we are 
still not able to accommodate 
gatherings such as Celebrations 

of Life. 
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Youth Education                                             
Each year the Legion sponsors a Poster 

and Literary contest on the theme of 

ñRemembranceò for students. Entries of 

poems, essays, colour posters and black 

and white posters are sent to the branches 

where they are judged and prizes awarded 

for the winning entries.  The first place 

submissions advance to judging at the 

Zone competition, followed by District, 

Provincial and Dominion levels.  This year 

Branch 34 is proud of all the students who 

submitted entries but especially Malena 

Wilson a grade nine student at Orillia 

Secondary School whose intermediate 

black and white poster placed first at 

Branch 34, Zone E5, District E and then 

took second place honours at the 

Ontario Command competition.  Because of Covid 19 restrictions and the fact that Malena 

recently moved to New Brunswick we were not able to make an official presentation to her.  Her 

certificates and prize money were mailed to her and she forwarded this picture with her thanks.  

Shown below is a copy of her winning black and white poster.  We congratulate Malena on her 

accomplishments 

and wish her well in 

her future 

endeavours. 

 

 

 

 


