
 

In Flanders Fields 
In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row,  

That mark our place: and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
 We are the Dead. Short days ago 

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow 
Loved, and were loved and now we 

lie in Flanders fields. 

 
Take up our quarrel with the foe, 

To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep, though poppies 
grow In Flanders Fields. 

Col John McCrae 

The Royal Canadian Legion, Orillia Branch 34             
215 Mississaga St., E Orillia, Ontario L3V 1W2 

July 2022 

Vet’s Gazette 

July 15, 16 and 17 

Scottish Festival Returns ! 
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Branch Officers 

 

President -  Rick Purcell                                705-330-4815 

Immediate Past President - Bob Thomas      705-325-4695                        

1st Vice-President Chuck Penny                    705-955-2548 

2nd Vice President - Ralph Bernard              705-259-0931 

Treasurer  - Brian Robertson              705-327-1825 

John Cropper                705-325-0580 

Neville Gale                705-326-1312 

Rob McCron                 705-687-7390 

Annette Mathias                             705-955-1046 

Padre Gerry McMillan                               705-329-0338 

Padre      Terry Bennett              705-329-0289 

Padre      James McKean              705-325-3859 

Sergeant-at-Arms   

Colour Sergeant  -   

Service Bureau – Peter DeVillers                  705-326-2198 

 

 

 

 

Committee 

Poppy – John Cropper 

Membership  -  Annette Mathias/ Cathy Colwill 

Sports   - Neville Gale. 

Ways and Means - Ralph Bernard 

PRO  - Rob McCron 

Youth Education  -  Kate Palmer  

Bingo, Air Cadets, Minor Ball – Rick Purcell 

  Soldiers’ Memorial Hospital  - Chuck Penny 

 

 

 

 

Office Personnel 
Administrator                               Laura Simpson 

Office            705-325-8442 

Bar                                        705-325-1266 

  

   

 

 

 

Special Events 
Scottish Festival Carrie Dunn               

        Angela Paylor             705-323-9759 

 

Special Committees Chairpersons 
Legion Crest Complex    Peter DeVillers        705-326-2198 

 

Pipe Band Manager  Linda Buchanan    705-326-5470  

Sick & Visiting            

 

      

                  

Ladies Auxiliary Officers 

 
President Brenda Watt (705) 325-8104 

1ST Vice President  Beverley Brennan (705) 331-3195  

2ND Vice President Pam Webb 705) 796-0755 

Secretary  Sheila McInnis (705) 221-8594 

Treasurer Bev Brennan (705) 331-3195 

Sports Officer Pam Webb (705) 796-0755 

Sgt at Arms Sandra Evans (705) 915-1036 

Membership  Stacie Swinton (705) 826-2108 

 

Executive Committee  & Chairs 

 
Banquet convenor Dorothy Cotter (705) 955-1884 

Ways & Means  - C raft Sale  - Darts                       

Sherry Campbell    (705) 715-8861                                            

Candy Cashel   (705) 826-7907      

Jane Lawson                 (705) 330-1056 

Sick & Visiting Bev Brennan (705) 331-3195 

Phoning Captain     Sharon Ross  (705) 727-9654 

Monday Cards   Theresa Bernard (705) 259-0931 

 

 

Address Vet’s Gazette Correspondence to:                            

Kate Palmer,  

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 34          

   215 Mississaga St. E., Orillia ON. L3V 1W2                

Phone (705) 325-8442 Fax (705) 325-3758 

Our email address is:                                                         

royalcdnlg34@rogers.com                                                  

Our Web Site is http://www.orillialegion.com 

 

mailto:royalacdnlg34@rogers.com
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President’s Message 

 

I n April and May the legion had their Zone 
Convention, District Convention, and 

Provincial Convention. 

 The branch assisted the Ride for Dad 
fund raiser at ODAS Park Saturday May 29th. 
Glad to see it back after not being able to have it 
for the last 2 years. 

 The Scottish Festival is working on the 
return of the Scottish Festival – July 15-17. They 
can always use volunteers if you are able to 
volunteer, especially on Saturday the 16th. 

 Branch 34 has run the hospitality bar for 
the Orillia Terriers during the hockey  season 
and also the Orillia Lacrosse Alumni game.  This 
has brought in additional funds for the branch as 
well as enabling us to donate money to both the 
Terriers and Lacross 

 We also ran the beer tents for Canada 
Day July 1st and will be running the Scottish 
Festival beer tent on July 16th. If you are 
interested in volunteering on the 16th or to 
volunteer in the future if we do run hospitality 
bars or beer tents, please let us know in the 
office. 

 After a successful year the Dart Leagues 
have finished and will resume in the fall. 

 Summer is a quieter time of the year for 
the legion. 

 We have barbecues every two weeks, and 
we have started up dances again. The barbecues 
have been a huge success.  If you want to come 
out and have a good time, come out to our 
dances. The barbecues and dances are listed in 
the Gazette. 

 Get a copy of the Gazette to keep you 
informed of legion events. 

 Volunteer. This is your legion. It will 
only be successful if we volunteer and work  

together. 

 

Yours in comradeship 

Rick Purcell 

President, Branch 34 

Ladies Auxiliary  

President’s Report 

 

I  would like to start off this report by thanking 
all the ladies who attended the May meeting. I 

must admit that I was a little nervous about the 
conversation that I was going to have regarding 
our Auxiliary moving forward. After some 
discussion a motion was made that we continue 
as an Auxiliary and for the first time in a very 
long time we have a full executive. 
 To all the girls who have taken an office 
or have agreed to be on the executive thanks to 
you all. 
 Some of you are not new to the Auxiliary 
but I would like to welcome Sheila McInnes who 
has agreed to be our secretary.  Sheila is brand 
new to our Auxiliary but I know that she will be 
a huge asset.  Jane Lawson is also a new member 
and is on the executive.    
 On a sad note Doris Micks passed away. 
We had hoped to present her with her 75 year 
pin. Sadly with COVID restrictions and her 
health we weren’t able to.    
 The Ladies have been very busy with 
Celebrations of Life and Birthday parties. We 
have become a permanent fixture on Saturdays 
so we will be taking a break for the months of 
July and August, but will be back to work in 
September.      
 Just a reminder to the ladies, we do meet 
in July and August but do not meet in January 
and February.  We are going to have a prepared 
Dinner in August.    
 Stay tuned for some activities we have 
planned for the fall. 
 
Yours in comradeship  

Brenda Watt  

President Branch 34 Ladies Auxiliary 
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Provincial Convention 
 

A fter a long wait Provincial Command was 
finally able to host the 52nd Biennial 

Convention. Originally scheduled for 2021 the 
date was changed to accommodate Dominion 
Command’s virtual convention in 2021. That 
convention had been changed from 2020 due to 
the Covid 19 Pandemic.  Dominion conventions 
are traditionally held in even numbered years 
with the Provincial conventions in the odd 
numbered years.  Because of the cancellation of 
2020 both Dominion and Provincial terms of 
office became three years instead of two.  This 
will remain in effect until the next conventions—
Dominion in 2024 and Provincial in 2025.  
District and Zone officers elected in 2022 will 
also serve for three years instead of two.   
 In his first remarks as the newly elected 
Provincial President, Derek Moore of Mount 
Forest vowed to make the most of the extended 
term  Recovering at home from recent surgery 
Comrade Moore addressed the delegates by a 
pre-recorded message.     
 The convention was held at Nipissing 
University in North Bay and was attended by 
387 registered delegates, 27 observers and 15 
guests.  The delegates carried 727 proxy votes 
for a voting strength of 1,114 votes. 

 Following a parade and wreath 
laying ceremony on Sunday, May 15 the 
opening ceremonies were held where an 
acknowledgement was made that we were 
on native territory.  That was followed by 
a traditional smudging ceremony and the 
address by guest speaker Colonel R.A.J. 
Jolette, CD, Base Commander 22 Wing 
North Bay.  

 Sunday’s business saw the 
election by acclamation of Provincial 
President Derek Moore and the election 
of 1st Vice President Lynn McClellan of 
Elora. 

 On Monday the three Vice 
Presidents elected were Comrades Diane 
Condon, Crystal Cook (District E’s past 
commander) and Mark Rogers. Comrade Ed 
Pigeau was elected to the position of Treasurer, 

Comrade Ron Goebel was acclaimed as Chair 
and Comrade Ron Crown was elected to the 
position of Vice-Chair.  

 Delegates heard presentations over the 
two days from 1 st Vice-President Dominion 
Command, Owen Parkhouse, Veterans’ Ombud, 
Colonel (Ret’d) Nishika Jardine, Provincial 
President Ladies Auxiliary Debbie Olmstead and 
BSO/OSI Vice-President, Ontario Command 

Ralph Bernard and Peter DeVillers at the Provincial 
Convention. Kate Palmer also attended 

3 Vice Presidents were installed  -  from the left, Mark 
Rogers, Diane Condon and Crystal Cook.  Comrade 

Crystal is the past commander of our District E and we 
wish her much success. 
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 Ken Ouelette, the President of Quebec 
Command was also a guest.  

 As part of Ontario Command’s 
commitment to Wounded Warriors Canada and 
their Service Dogs program Provincial President 
Garry Pond presented a cheque for $400,000 to 
Wounded Warriors Canada to ensure our continued 
support of Operation Service Dogs. Another 
$96,500.60 was donated to Operation Service Dogs 
by branches in attendance (this included $3,100.60 
which was raised from delegates when a bucket 
was passed around.)  During the course of the 
convention branches donated a total of $598,044.05 
to various legion programs and other programs that  
assist veterans Poppy $ 21,000.00, Op Service Dog 
$96,500.60, Homeless Veterans $274,814.75, 
RCEL $33,753.70, Track & Field $10,000.00, 
Youth Education $3,000.00. Camp Maple Leaf     
$4,425.00, Parkwood $2,500.00, Multifaith             
$6,500.00, Sunnybrook $3,000.00, Veterans 
Transition Network $2,000.00, Veterans Adaptive 
Sports $4,000.00, Heroes Mending on the Fly        
$2,000.00, Ruck 2 Remember $19,000.00, Bursary 
$20,550.00, and the Charitable Foundation 
$95,000.00 . 

 During the course of the convention 
delegates heard reports from all committee 
chairman and voted on several resolutions and 
ratified some bylaw changes 

 In his report, Veterans Services Chair Dave 
Gordon updated the information for Operation: 
Leave the Streets Behind. The program started in 
2009 with no funding and has grown to a 
multimillion dollar program that has seen more 
than 983 Homeless Veterans identified in 184 
towns and cities across Ontario.  Those numbers 
are always increasing.    
 During the convention it was evident that  
the Legion continues to find ways to best serve all 
veterans.     
 As always at convention there was time for 
fellowship among members.  It is always great to 
meet up with delegates that you only see every few 
years or some longer than that (I met a friend that I 
met for the first time at a convention in Halifax in 
2000 and hadn’t seen in about 18 years) The 
hospitality of the two branches, Callander and  
West Ferris was amazing and an excellent talent 
show on Friday night was a lot of fun.         

 The next Dominion convention will be held 
in St. John New Brunswick in 2024 with the next 
Provincial convention in London, Ontario in 2025. 

 

Submitted by 

Kate Palmer 

Unable to attend the convention in person, 
Comrade Derek Moore, newly elected 

President of Ontario Command  made his 
acceptance speech via video 

Fun 
Darts 

Every  

Friday Night  

at 8 p.m. 
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Branch 34 donation to         
Soldiers Memorial   

Hospital                        
re Trillium Grant 

The Ontario Trillium Grant to 
replace the HVAC systems at the 
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 
34 required the Branch to hire 

consultants to lead an alternative 
fundraising efforts workshop for 
executive, volunteers, and Ladies 

Auxiliary. On May 20th, Mark 
Riczu and Hunter Markle from 
the Soldiers Memorial Hospital 
Foundation held the workshop 

and requested the $2,500 
donation be made to the 

Soldiers’ Memorial Hospital 
foundation 

Pictured from left are Mark 
Riczu, Executive Director, 
Orillia Soldiers’ Memorial 
Hospital Foundation; Brian 

Robertson, Orillia Branch 34 
Treasurer; Chuck Penny, Orillia 
Branch 34 1st Vice-President and 
Rick Purcell, Orillia Branch 34 

President. 

Ride For Dad 
After a two year hiatus it was so good to see the Ride For Dad 

take place in Orillia at the end of May.  Although it was not 
held at Branch 34 our branch as always was a main sponsor 

and did a huge part to add to its success by running the bar and 
the barbecue. It was wonderful to see that the organizers did 

not forget long time champion of the cause, the late Colin 
Wackett who spearheaded the Ride for many years. Special T 
shirts were created bearing the words “In Memory of Colin 

Wackett” as shown in the photo bottom right.  The photo on the 
bottom left shows only a few of the volunteers who helped make 
the Ride a success  -  from the left: Alex Wackett, Sherry Mills, 

Sue Duff and Cathy Wackett.    

                               

Thanks to everyone who volunteered ! 
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  The Ones Who Fought 

 
The countless stories we’ve been told 

About soldiers fighting, young and old. 

We’ve heard the song of Flanders Fields 

That soldiers’ fears were not concealed. 

We stand in silence once every year 

Our gratitude then is very clear. 

On Remembrance Day I bow my head 

Giving thanks to the living and the dead. 

But what do we do the rest of our lives? 

Do we just forget and close our eyes? 

We need to remember their history 

And not let it become a mystery. 

The poppies we wear are a vibrant red 

To remind us of all the blood they shed. 

With dignity they took their stand 

Beside each other, hand in hand. 

Then they traveled off to war 

Our very lives they were fighting for. 

While in war they fought their best 

When they were faced with the hardest test. 

Some came back, others did not 

But either way,  they strongly fought. 

All of the loss they had to endure 

Their blessed actions very pure. 

The soldiers’ stories will never fade 

Our debt can never  be repaid. 

As we stand here to bow and pray 

We remember those who died today.  

And to all the soldiers that gave up their lives 

May your legacy forever survive. 

 

Last Post 
Lest We Forget  

Davis, Donald R., Royal Canadian 
Navy,  Ordinary member Branch 34, 
78 years old. 04/19/2022  

Swift, Peter H., Royal Signal Corp  
Ordinary member Branch 34, 
05/09/2022 

Gardiner, Ronald J , Associate 
Member Branch 34, 85 years old 
04/06/2022 

Zito, Rocco, Associate Member 
Branch 34, 75 years old 05/09/2022 

Micks, Doris, Past President Ladies 
Auxiliary, Associate Member Branch 
34, 97 years old 05/29/2022 

Fountain, Gladys, Past President   
Ladies Auxiliary, Associate Member 
Branch 34, 89 years old 06/24/2022 

   At the going down of the sun 
and in the morning                              

This poem written by 12 year old 
Zachary Emons of Monsignor Lee 

Catholic School took first place 
honours in the Branch 34, Zone E5, 
District E and Ontario Command 
Remembrance Day Intermediate 

Poetry competition 

Congratulations! 
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Ways & Means 

W elcome back.  Things seem to be back to 
normal at the branch.  All of our recent 

events have been well attended: steak BBQ’s, 
dances etc.  A big thank you to all of the 
volunteers.  Up coming events include BBQ’s on 
July 8, 22  and August 5 and 19.          
 A dance with the Renaissance Band will 
be held on July 23rd.  Then come out and enjoy 
an Elvis show with 50’s & 60”s music on 
August 20     
 The last BBQ of the season will be held 
on September 9 and Brett Baker will return for 
another country night on September 24th. 

 Hope to see you around the branch.  
Watch the bulletin boards for upcoming events. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Ralph Bernard 

Ways and Means Chair 

 

 

 

 

Bingo 

A lthough bingos have resumed they are 
having difficulty returning to full 

attendance. Since they are operating at a smaller 
capacity they had to reduce the size of the prize 
board. Friday night bingo has been cancelled for 
July and August and will hopefully resume in 
September. Wednesday and Saturday bingos are 
still being held so let your bingo playing friends 
know about it or come out yourself for an 
evening of fun.  The fun runs from 5:30 to 9:30 
pm. 

 Page  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Come to the 

Trail Walk 

Café           

At The Legion  

 
Every Friday, Saturday 

and Sunday                            
(and holiday Mondays) 

From 8 to 11:30 a.m. 
 

Sides  

 

Home Fries        $3.75 
Cheese        $1.75  
Swiss, Cheddar, Mozzarella 
Mushrooms        $0.95 
Trio of Sweet Peppers      $0.95 
3 Bacons, 3 Hams or 2 Sausages    $3.95 
3 Peameal        $4.50 
Toast         $2.95 
Plain Bagel        $2.95 
 

Drinks 

 

Canned  Pop       $1.40 
Bottled Water      $1.25 
Hot Chocolate                $2.25 
Milk (Chocolate or White)     $1.90 
Orange Juice       $2.50 
Apple Juice       $2.50 
Coffee        $2.50 
Tea        $2.50 
 

TAXES NOT INCLUDED 
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Breakfast 

2 Eggs Your Way   $6.25 

Add Bacon, Ham or Sausage $8.95 

Add Peameal   $9.50 

Add Steak              $14.50 

 
Big Breakfast             $13.25      
3 Eggs Your Way, 2 Bacon                                
2 Sausage, 2 Ham 

 

Cheesy Breakfast  $11.50               
2 Eggs, Ham, Bacon or Sausage                    
with Fried Scalloped Potatoes 

 

Corn Beef and  

Hash & Eggs      $12.50     
Corn Beef, Caramelized Onion                
Home Fries, Eggs 

 

Waffles    $8.95       
with fruit              $9.95 

 

Pancakes    $8.95   
with fruit    $9.95 

 

3 French Toast   $8.50 

 

All Breakfasts include           
Fresh Home Fries, Toast,              

Coffee or Tea 

 

PLEASE ASK FOR             
LEGION MEMBERS         

DISCOUNT  
(Card must be shown for discount) 

Omelettes 

Vegetarian    $7.95 

Spinach & Feta   $7.95 

Meat Lovers (Ham, Bacon  $10.95   
and  Sausage) 

Classic Western   $9.25   
Mushroom Swiss   $9.85    
Mediterranean   $10.75 

 

 

Benedict 

 
Salmon    $11.75 

Peameal    $10.50 

Ham     $9.95 

Bacon     $9.75 

Sausage    $9.75 

Spinach    $9.75 

 

Lighter Options 

 
Bagel with cream cheese  $4.99 

 

Smoked Salmon, Red Onion $8.99  
Capers, Cream Cheese 

 

Sandwiches 

Vegetarian              $11.95 

Steak               $14.95 

Western    $8.95 

Bacon& Egg              $7.95 

Clubhouse              $11.50 

BLT               $7.95 

Grilled Cheese   $6.95 

Reuben              $11.95 

 

Trail Walk Café   At The Legion 
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The Steel Spirit is a platform for artwork 
submissions by Military, First Responder 
and Hospital Practitioners. They are 
always looking for new and emerging 
artists with and without experience, from 
every background and every age. For 
more information or if you would like to 
be involved, please 
visit: www.thesteelspirit.ca  

 

Artist Spotlight:  

Jay Baker 
 

J ay Baker retired from the military a year ago 
after serving 27 years. First in the Army 

Reserves as an Infantry Officer with the Grey 
and Simcoe Foresters in Barrie and then in the 
Regular Force in 2008 as a Land 
Communications Information Systems 
Technician. 
 Retirement during the pandemic inspired 
a new hobby...painting. “I was having 
issues sleeping and my psychologist 
suggested I try painting in the evenings as 
a way to quiet the mind before bed. So I 
tried it out and never looked back.”  
 Most of Jay's paintings focus on 
landscape, however he is far more 
interested in the texture of the painting 
rather than the colours. Jay has a 
condition called Monochromatism, 
complete colour-blindness in which all 
colours appear as shades of one colour. 
"I’m colour blind.  However, unlike 
someone who has issues with colours like 
blue and green, I’m monochromatic.  I do 
not see colour.  I only see in shades of 
black and white and I can confirm, there 
are more than 50 shades of grey!  Life is 
like a black and white movie.  This does 
pose a challenge for a painter.  But I’ve 

never been a guy who shies away from a 
challenge." 
 Due to his unique perspective he often 
paints landscape paintings that only have one 
colour tone. Many of his recent paintings are 
done in shades of blue. "One benefit I find to 
being monochromatic is that I focus more on the 
textures of things than the colours.  Seeing the 
masterpieces in the National Art Gallery in 
Ottawa, I notice the artist’s brush strokes, the 
subtle textures of the paint.  The faint lines of the 
artist as they change their mind mid 
painting.  However, my girlfriend does complain 
that I’ve painted the whole house in “prison 
grey” and she’s getting a little desperate to paint 
a room with some type of colour." 
 “Jay is an excellent artist and has only 
just begun to delve into his art,” says Barbara 
Brown, Steel Spirit founder. “He really is 
inspiring for having the mindset to try something 
new, as most people start with negative self-talk 
and avoid new hobbies or interests. Here he is 
painting with colours he can't see. There is 
nothing short of inspiring about that." 
Steel Spirit is always looking for new and 
emerging artists from military and first 
responder backgrounds with and without art 
experience, from every background and every 
age. For more information 
visit: www.thesteelspirit.ca 
 

http://www.thesteelspirit.ca/
http://www.thesteelspirit.ca/?utm_source=orilliamatters.com&utm_campaign=orilliamatters.com%3A%20outbound&utm_medium=referral


Page 11  July  2022  

    Wait times for  
Veterans still too long 

Jun 1, 2022 
Legion responds to Auditor General of Canada 
report on disability claims processing 

OTTAWA, ON, 31 may 2022 – The Royal 
Canadian Legion is renewing its call for a 
comprehensive strategy to deal with the ballooning 
wait times faced by Canada’s Veterans after they 
submit their disability claims for processing. 
 The cry comes in the wake of the Auditor 
General of Canada’s report released today, which 
conducted an audit into whether Veterans Affairs 
Canada (VAC) is taking appropriate actions to 
reduce wait times for Veterans to receive disability 
benefits to which they may be entitled. In a 
statement released by the Legion’s Dominion 
President Bruce Julian, the Legion expresses hope 
that this new report marks a turning point. 
 The Legion helps many Veterans prepare 
their disability benefit claims and has long been 
pushing Veterans Affairs Canada for change 
because we’ve seen the unacceptable wait times, 
inefficient processes and insufficient staff to handle 
the load. We’ve seen the despair and anger from 
Veterans and families as situations worsen. We 
hope this report will finally provide the impetus 
needed to create and execute a concrete plan of 
action, end unreasonable wait times, and duly serve 
the injured Veterans who served us.”  
 Among many findings, the Auditor 
General’s report reflects that not only are Veterans 
waiting a long time – women, francophones and 
RCMP Veterans are waiting even longer. It also 
shows that VAC’s departmental data on 
how claims are processed is poor, and that 
there is no long-term staffing plan to 
address the wait times. The Legion 
has long been advocating for a 
comprehensive strategy to deal with this 
disability claims backlog and is hopeful that 
with this new report as a basis, a long-term 
plan will finally come to fruition. 

    
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

I wonder what people who spell u instead of you do 
with all their spare time? 

 
How many boxes of these Slim Mints do I have to 

eat before I start seeing results ? 
 

My bed is a magical place where I can suddenly 
remember everything I was suppose to do ! 

 
I thought growing old would take longer ! 

Steak 
BBQ 

The Ways and Means             
Committee brings you a tasty 

Steak Dinner during the       
summer 

 

July 8  July 22,           

August 5,         
August 19,                  

September 9   

 
   $15.00  per      

person 

 

Get your tickets     
the bar 
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Think about it…... 
 
My tolerance for idiots is extremely low 
these days. I used to have some immunity 
built up, but obviously there's a new 
strain out there. 
 
I want to be 18 again and ruin my life 
differently.  I have new ideas. 
 
Common sense is like deodorant.  The people 
who need it the most never use it.  
 
It’s not my age that bothers me; it’s the side 
effects.  
 
I’m not saying I’m old and worn out, but I make 
sure I’m nowhere near the curb on trash day. 
 
I put my scale in the bathroom corner and that's 
where the little liar will stay until it apologizes. 
 
My mind is like an internet browser. At least 19 
open tabs, 3 of them are frozen, and I have no 
clue where the music is coming from. 
 
As I’ve grown older, I've learned that pleasing 
everyone is impossible, but annoying everyone is 
a piece of cake.  
 
I’m responsible for what I say, not what you 
understand.  
 
Hard to believe I once had a phone attached to a 
wall, and when it rang I picked it up without 
knowing who was calling. 

Turns out that being a "senior" is mostly just 
googling how to do stuff. 
 
Apparently RSVPing to a wedding invitation 
"Maybe next time" isn't the correct response. 
 
He says I keep pushing his buttons.  If that were 
true, I would have found mute by now.. 

There is no such thing as a grouchy old 
person.  The truth is that once you get old, you 
stop being polite and start being honest. 

 

 
The Branch 34 

Poppy      
Committee  

 
Invites all veterans to the 

   Annual 
 

VETERANS’ 
DINNER 

 
Tuesday,  

September 20 
Dinner at 5 p.m. 

 

In the Vimy Room 
Branch 34,                                  

Royal Canadian Legion 
 

This invitation is extended to all  veterans in 
the Orillia area.  If you know a veteran who 

you think would like to attend please let 
him/her know.  The veteran DOES NOT 

have to be a Legion member. 

We will arrange transportation for those 
who need it. 

 

Watch the bulletin boards for more            
details as the date becomes closer. 

RESERVATIONS WILL NOT                                  
BE TAKEN UNTIL AFTER                      

SEPTEMBER 1ST 
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Scottish Festival 
 

W e are in the final stages of planning for the 
44th Annual Orillia Scottish Festival on 

July 15th, 16th, 17th.  
 On Friday the 15th there is a Ceilidh at 
the Legion with the fabulous band Strange 
Potatoes. Tickets are $25.00 and include a light 
meal later in the evening. 
Email orilliascottishfestival@gmail.com             
regarding purchasing tickets.   
 On the 16th there is a parade from Peter 
Street down past the Legion and into 
Couchiching Beach Park. The day will see 
entertainment by the fantastic group Claidhmor, 
Scottish Country dancing, massed bands, 
vendors, children’s village, a game of Tug o war 
and great pipe and drum vibes in the beer tent. 
Note, the parade route has been shortened and 
will form up at Peter St. and Mississaga St.  
 For those wanting to stay out of the sun, 
the 48th Highlanders military band will be 
performing at the Legion Saturday afternoon. 
 On Sunday we will see afternoon 
entertainment at the legion with local fiddlers 
and musicians “Fiddler’s Friends” and a 
performance by the Ontario Massed Pipe Band. 
New this year there will be food available to 
purchase Sunday afternoon.   
 Start off each day with a breakfast at the 
Orillia Legion Branch 34 Trailwalk Cafe open 8 
- 11 AM. Show your 2022 Orillia Scottish 
Festival button and receive a discount!  
 The detailed schedule will be available 
through the Tripvia app available in Google Play 
and App Store.    
 Support the festival and buy a festival 
button for $2.00!! This is an incredible weekend 
for the price of a button and helps ensure our 
return for 2023!     
 The Orillia Scottish Festival hope that 
you spend time with us as a volunteer. We have 
lots of opportunities for volunteers over the 
festival weekend. If you are looking to get steps 
in, we have task for you! If you are looking to 
help and need to sit, we have a task for you! If 
you like to connect with people, we have a task 
for you! If you have a passion for recycling, we 
have a task for you! Please email 

orilliascottishfestival@gmail.com for more 
information. Download the application here: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Find us on:  

 Facebook - @orilliascottishfestival 

 Instagram - @orilliascottish 

 Twitter - @orilliascotfest  

Web: orilliascottish.com or scan the QR 
code to go to the website here: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have missed you and look forward to once 
again swinging our kilts to the magnificent 
sounds of the pipes and drums. 

 

Until then, SOCIABLE! 

 

Angela Paylor and Carrie Dunn 

Co- chairs, Orillia Scottish Festival 

orilliascottishfestival@gmail.com 

mailto://orilliascottishfestival@gmail.com
mailto:orilliascottishfestival@gmail.com
mailto:orilliascottishfestival@gmail.com
http://orilliascottish.com/
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BRANCH 34 

 
  Financial Summary for the year ending May 31, 2022 

 
                                                         12 Months ending        12 Months ending  

                                                            May 31, 2022              May 31, 2021 
 

Bar revenue                                             $147,431                      $ 62,271 
Cost of goods sold                                      72,533                          27,707       
Gross Bar/Kitchen profit                           $ 74,898                      $ 34,564 
Gross Profit %age-bar                                  50.8%                          55.5% 

 

Committee revenue                                  $ 21,848                       $  6,645 
Committee expenses                                  17,016                           5,106 
Committee profit (loss)                              $   4,832                       $  1,539 

 

Revenue-Ways & means                          $28,424                        $ 6,523 
Expenses-Ways & means                             5,609                             556 
Ways & means profit                                 $22,815                        $ 5,967  

 

Revenue-Normandy Room                       $47,198                         $50,174 
Expenses-Normandy Room                               ---                               -----  
Normandy profit                                         $47,198                        $50,174 

 

Member Fees-net                                      $22,407                         $19,246 
 

Other Income                                             $29,995                         $36,919 
Expenses 

Building                                                      $70,428                         $64,561 
Payroll                                                          91,749                          25,736 
Administration                                              47,894                          40,010 
Total Expense                                           $210,071                      $130,307 

 

Net Profit (loss)                                           $(7,926)                        $18,102 
 
 
 

Cash and GICs less payables/reserves    $34,478                         
Bingo Bank Account                                  $  7,500 
Nevada Bank Account                               $  4,700  
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Treasurer’s Comments  
July 6, 2022 

Financial Statements May 31, 2022 

Profit & Loss June 1, 2021 to May 31, 2022: 

Because of the Wuhan Virus Pandemic and the 

resulting shutdowns of the Branch, prior year 

comparative figures have little meaning when 

trying to compare year to year. Detailed 

financial statements are available at the 

Branch. A few financial highlights are listed 

below: 

1. On March 21, 2022, all Pandemic 

mandates and seating limits were suspended 

including mask wearing. Bar revenue to May 

31, 2022 was $147,431. Other revenues to 

May 31, 2022 were Wage Subsidies of 

$31,787, Ways & Means net revenue of 

$22,815, Bingo/Kitchen rent of $47,198, net 

Regalia revenue of $5,432, Membership net 

fees of $22,407, Orillia Terriers Boosters net 

of $3,289 and Donations of $26,706. Bar 

revenue Gross Profit was 50.8%. 

2. On February 2, 2022 the Geneva Bingo & 

Trail Walk Catering reopened. 

3. Building and Administration costs were 

$118,322. Wages were $91,749.  Wage 

subsidy from the CEWS program was $31,787 

and 27% of wages paid.  

4.The Legion’s 2021-2022 loss was 7,926 as 

compared to a 2020-2021 profit of $18,102.  

Balance Sheet-May 31, 2022: 

1. Retained earnings at May 31, 2022 were 

$74,345. 

2. Cash on hand was $97,178.  

3. Accounts payable & reserve liabilities were 

$62,700 leaving a net cash balance of 

$34,478 at May 31, 2022. 

4. The Bingo and Nevada bank accounts have 

a balance of $12,200. 

Government Grants; 

CEWS/THRP- This was a wage subsidy grant 

where up to 85% of the wages of the 

employees, who were not laid off, were 

recovered from the Government if revenues 

have dropped at least 30% from the previous 

year.  The Government extended a reduced 

wage subsidy program through to May 7, 2022 

under a program named Tourism & Hospitality 

Recovery Program which has now expired.  

CECRA/CERS/HHBRP- This was a rent subsidy 

for landlords of 50% of the rents paid by their 

tenants (Geneva Bingo & Trail Walk Catering).  

We have received all of the subsidies allowed 

under this subsidy expiring in September 

2020. The Legion received rent from Nevada 

Bingo for October through December 2020. 

Legion lessees claimed rent subsidies under 

CERS and the Legion received $23,399 for 

rent from January through May, 2021. The 

Legion received $24,898 rent subsidy and 

$22,300 from tenants for June 1, 2021 to May 

31, 2022. The new rent subsidy program 

named Hardest Hit Business Recovery 

Program covers January 2022 through May 7, 

2022 rental periods. These programs have 

now expired. 

 
ONTARIO TRILLIUM GRANT & HORIZON 

SENIORS GRANT- The Branch applied for an 

Ontario Trillium Grant to replace the Branch’s 

HVAC system and the Grant was approved in 

April 2021 in the amount of $149,250 of 

which $119,400 was received in May 2021. 

We received $14,925 in October 2021 and the 

balance of $14,925 in June 2022. The HVAC 

system and related items have now been 

installed.  

A $25,000 Horizon Seniors Grant to help in 

replacing the Normandy Room air conditioner 

was received in March 2021. The air 

conditioner is now installed and the final 

report has been filed.  

The Legion has received a $24,500 Horizons 

Seniors Grant for 2022 for repairs to Vimy 

room roof, Vimy outdoor siding, upgrades to 

Legion security system and Tri Service and 

Vimy rooms washroom upgrades. 

PIB/AVIVA INSRANCE-The Orillia Legion filed 

notice of a Business Interruption Claim with 

limits up to $50,000 and Dominion  

 

        Continued on Page 16 
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Continued from page 15 
 
Command’s class action lawsuit has now been 
approved to go forward.  No news up to date. 
 

REOPENING THE BRANCH:  
The Branch was reopened on January 31, 2022 
and on March 21, 2022, all Pandemic mandates, 
mask wearing and seating limits were suspend-
ed.  
1. Opening hours are 12:00PM to 7:00PM Mon-
day thru Thursday, 12:00PM to 6:00PM Satur-
day and Sunday and 12:00PM to 10:00PM Fri-
day.  The Legion will remain open after 6:00PM 
for special occasions events. The weekly 50/50 
Toonie draw resumed February 4, 2022 and is 
drawn every Friday. Friday evening Meat Darts 
and Draws are open year-round. 
2.  Pool tables are ow open and Ladies, Men and 
Mixed darts will start-up in mid September 
2022. Monday and Tuesday Euchre as well as 
Friday night fun darts are open year-round.  Le-
gion/Trail Walk Friday, Saturday & Sunday 
breakfasts are open year-round.  
3. Smokers to use designated space beside Main 
Entrance and on patio.  
 

Respectively submitted, 

Brian Robertson 

Branch 34 Treasurer 

 

Our members 

T here is strength in numbers. With close to 
250,000 members in 1,350 branches, The 

Royal Canadian Legion reaches across our vast 
country and abroad and connects us to our past, 
our present and our future. Our members care 
deeply about supporting the men and women 
who serve and have served this country, and 
strive to make a difference.   
 The Legion is Canada’s largest Veteran 
and community service organization. Our mem-
bership includes currently serving and retired 
Canadian Armed Forces and Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police members, as well as the mothers 
and fathers, wives and husbands, sons and 
daughters, and grandchildren of Veterans. Each 
of these individuals is impacted by the care our 
Veterans receive and the issues affecting them.
 We also welcome into our membership 
those without military affiliation who support 
Canada’s Veterans. Legion members, whether 
they have served or not, help Veterans and their 
families, promote Remembrance, support Legion 
programs, and volunteer their time to provide 
essential services within their communities. 
Without Legion volunteers, the tremendous pro-
grams and services the Legion provides to our 
Veterans and their families would disappear. 
 We are proud and honoured by the work 
our members do for Veterans, and we welcome 
all Canadians to join and stand with us to honour 
and help those who serve and have served.      
Reprinted from the Dominion Command website 

 

 

Volunteer cooks extrordinaire Bill Stenton, 
left and Ralph Bernard work with a 

wonderful team of volunteers to prepare a 
steak dinner every two weeks throughout the 

summer. 

https://legion.ca/join-us
https://legion.ca/join-us
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Editorial 
Branch 34 volunteers are awesome!  With 
pandemic restrictions lifted our members 
have stepped up to help things get back to 
some semblance of normalcy.    
 With the return of the Ride For Dad 
held at ODAS Park this year many of our 
members stepped forward to help in a 
number of capacities including running the 
BBQ and bar.  Many of those same 
volunteers helped at the beer tent in the park 
on Canada Day and will undoubtedly help at 
the Scottish Festival.    
 Back at the branch our Ways and 
Means committee has been busy running 
sold-out Steak BBQ’s every two weeks as 
well as monthly dances.  A lot of work is 
involved and the events run very smoothly.  
The BBQ’s sell out quickly and run every 2 

weeks until September 9. Check the bulletin 
boards to learn about upcoming dances. 
 Among the busiest people at our 
branch are members of the Ladies Auxiliary.  
Since the lifting of restrictions of the size of 
gatherings they have worked tirelessly on 
Celebrations of Life as well as anniversaries 
and birthday parties. Only those directly 
involved know how much work goes into 
preparing a luncheon for functions that are 
often very large.  Throughout the spring they 
were working on Saturdays and Sundays and 
we thank them for giving so much of their 
time.  Ladies, you are amazing!  

 

Yours in comradeship 

Kate Palmer 

Editor 
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Lost medals or                  
service records  

We understand that your military medals, awards 
and service records are valuable to you and your 
loved ones. Information on how to replace lost 
medals or records, or obtain ones to which you 
were entitled, is available below.                                  
Information on service medals or records is 
available on the Government of Canada website.  
 Veterans Affairs Canada is responsible for 
first issue or replacement medals for those who 
served in the Second World War, Merchant Navy 
and the Korean War. Please contact 1-866-522-
2122 or visit Government of Canada website 
 If you served after the Korea War, please 
contact National Defence at 1-877-741-8332 or 
visit Government of Canada website   
 If you have tried to obtain replacement 
medals or entitlement but have been unsuccessful 
or if you would like advice on related subjects such 
as recovering stolen medals, identifying medals, 
returning found medals to family, or mounting and 
displaying medals, our Medals Adviser can help. 
Please email your question to Dominion Command 
at veteransservices@legion.ca and indicate in the 
subject line "For Medals Adviser". 
 Dominion Command’s Medals Adviser is 
Major (Retired) W.E. (Gary) Campbell, a former 
member of the Canadian Armed Forces. 

Reprinted from the Dominion Command website 

 

Poppy 
 

 

F our area students were 
recently presented with 

bursaries valued at $750 each   
  The poppy committee continues to assist 
veterans and their spouses with much needed help 
especially with eye care, hearing aids, emergency 
expenses etc.     
 At the District E Spring convention 
donations of $1,500 were made to each of the 
following Provincial Command charities: Ontario 
Command Charitable Foundation, Ontario 
Command Bursary Fund, Leave the Streets Behind 

and the District E Hospital Trust Fund. Another 
$1,500 will be presented to each of those projects 
at the fall convention as well as $3,000 for 
Operation Service Dogs   
 Once again the poppy committee will host a 
Veterans’ Dinner.  This evening of fellowship and 
good food will be held on Tuesday, September 
20th in the Vimy Room. Notices will be posted in 
the branch, after which time veterans are invited to 
call the office to reserve a spot. Rides will be 
provided to those who need them.  This evening is 
not restricted to branch members so if you know a 
veteran, especially one who doesn’t get out much, 
please let them know and encourage them to join 
us. 

    

Membership 

T he annual Early Bird campaign will commence 
on September 1, 2022 and end November 30, 

2022/  Early Bird membership fees will be $60.00 
this year and then will increase to the regular fee of 
$70.00.      
 We currently have 1,072 paid up members 
for 2022. 

We welcome all new members! 

Thank You,                                                       

Cathy Colwill                                                      

   

What to watch for!          
On October 22                                      

the Ladies Auxiliary will host a 
Chinese Dinner and Silent Auction 

On October 29 

The Ways and Means committee 
will host a Halloween Party  

 

Information on these and other 
events will be posted in the branch 

and in the October issue of         

The Vet’s Gazette 

http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/medals-decorations/contact-information
http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/medals-decorations/contact-information
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/defence/caf/honours-medals-awards.html
mailto:veteransservices@legion.ca
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 Breakfast 

8 to 11:30   

Meat Darts 

Fun Darts 

2 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

3 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

4 
Bid Euchre 

1 p.m, 

. 

5  Euchre           

1 p.m 

LAMeeting 

 

6 
 Executive   

Meeting 

 

7 
. 

8 Breakfast 

Meat Darts 

Steak BBQ 

Fun Darts 

9 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

10 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

11 
Bid Euchre 

1 p.m, 

 

12 
Euchre        
1 p.m 

 

13 

 
 

14 
 

15      
Breakfast               
8 to 11:30   

Meat Darts 

Fun Darts 

16 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

Scottish 
Festival 

17 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

Ceilidh 

18 
Bid Euchre 

1 p.m, 

 

19 
Euchre        
1 p.m 

 

20 

 
 

21 
 

22   
Breakfast  

Meat Darts 
Steak BBQ 

Fun Darts 

23 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

DANCE 

24 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

25 
Bid Euchre 

1 p.m, 

 

26  
Euchre        
1 p.m 

 

27 
 

28 
 

29  
Breakfast  
Meat Darts 

Fun Darts 

. 

30 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

31 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

      

July 2022 

Don’t miss  

The Scottish Festival 
July 15, 16 and 17 

July 15  Scottish Festival Ceilidh  

in the Vimy Room, with “Strange Potatoes” $25.00 per person 

July 17 Scottish Festival Ceilidh in the Tri Service Room with 
Fiddler’ Friends”  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

Bid Euchre 
1 p.m, 

. 

2  
Euchre 1 

p.m. 

 

LAMeeting 

3 

Executive 
Meeting 

4 5 Breakfast  

8 to 11:30 
Meat Darts  
Steak BBQ 

Fun Darts   
8 P.M. 

6 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

7 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

8 
Bid Euchre 

1 p.m, 

 

9 
Euchre        
1 p.m 

 

10 11 12 
 Breakfast   
8 to 11:30  

Meat Darts 

Fun Darts 

13 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

 

14 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

15 
Bid Euchre 

1 p.m, 

 

16 
Euchre        
1 p.m 

 

17 18 19 Break-

fast              
8  to 11:30    
Meat Darts  
Steak BBQ 

Fun Darts   

20 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

Elvis 
Show 

21 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

22 
Bid Euchre 

1 p.m, 

 

23 
Euchre        
1 p.m 

 

24 25 26  
Breakfast              
8 to 11:30     
Meat Darts   

Fun Darts    

. 

27 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

28 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

29 
Bid Euchre 

1 p.m, 

 

30 

Euchre        
1 p.m 

31    

August 2022 

Check the bulletin boards 

for information on the   

Elvis Show on August 20 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2  

Breakfast 

Meat Darts 

Fun Darts 

3 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

4 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

5 
Bid Euchre 

1 p.m, 

 

 

6  
 Euchre           

1 p.m 

LAMeeting 

 

7 

 

Executive 
Meeting 

8 9 

Breakfast 

Meat Darts 

Steak BBQ 

Fun Darts 

10 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

 

11 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

 

12 
Bid Euchre 

1 p.m, 

 

 

13 
Euchre        
1 p.m 

 

14 

General 
Meeting 

7 p.m. 

15 

Mixed 
Darts 

16 

Breakfast 

Meat Darts 

Fun Darts 

17 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

18 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

19 
Bid Euchre 

1 p.m, 

 

Ladies 
Darts 

20 
Euchre        
1 p.m 

 

Mens Darts 

21 22 

Mixed 
Darts 

23 

Breakfast 

Meat Darts 

Fun Darts 

 

24 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

25 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

26 
Bid Euchre 

1 p.m,  

 

Ladies 
Darts 

27  
Euchre        
1 p.m 

 

Mens Darts 

28 29 

Mixed 
Darts 

30 

Breakfast 

Meat Darts 

 

Fun Darts 

 

September 2022 

Veteran’s Dinner          Tues-

day, September 20, 5 p.m. 

All area veterans are invited 



Page 23  July  2022  

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

2 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

3 
Bid Euchre 

1 p.m, 

Ladies 
Darts 

4  Euchre           

1 p.m 

LAMeeting 

Mens Darts 

5 

Executive 
Meeting 

6 

Mixed 
Darts 

7 

Breakfast 

Meat Darts 

Fun Darts 

8 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

 

9 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

 

10 
Bid Euchre 

1 p.m, 

Ladies 
Darts 

11 
Euchre        
1 p.m 

Mens Darts 

 

12 

General 
Meeting 

7 p.m 

13 

Mixed 
Darts 

14 

Breakfast 

Meat Darts 

Fun Darts 

15 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

16 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

17 
Bid Euchre 

1 p.m, 

Ladies 
Darts 

18 
Euchre        
1 p.m 

Mens Darts 

19 20 

Mixed 
Darts 

21 

Breakfast 

Meat Darts 

Fun Darts 

22 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

L.A.        
fundraiser 

23 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

24 
Bid Euchre 

1 p.m, 

Ladies 
Darts 

25  
Euchre        
1 p.m 

Mens Darts 

26 27 

Mixed 
Darts 

28 

Breakfast 

Meat Darts 

Fun Darts 

29 

Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

Halloween 
Party 

30 

Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

31 

Bid Euchre 
1 p.m 

Ladies 
Darts 

     

October 2022 



 44th Annual  

Orillia Scottish Festival 
July 15, 16 and 17 

 
Friday, July 15  

 Ceilidh  with “Strange Potatoes” 

in the Vimy Room  
$25.00 per person (includes a light meal) 

 

Saturday, July 16 
 Parade of Pipes and Drums                            

starts at noon from Peter Street 
(down Mississaga St. E., to Couchiching Beach Park) 

12:30 p.m. festivities in Couchiching Beach Park with 

entertainer  “Claidhmor”,  massed bands, dancers,        
vendors, children’s village, beer tent. 

 

Sunday, July 17 

Ceilidh in the Tri Service Room                                             
With “Fiddler’s Friends”                                           

and the Ontario Massed Pipes and Drums 

 

(Food will be available) 

 

Everyone welcome 

 

 


