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In Flanders Fields 
In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row,  

That mark our place: and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
 We are the Dead. Short days ago 

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow 
Loved, and were loved and now we 

lie in Flanders fields. 

 
Take up our quarrel with the foe, 

To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep, though poppies 
grow In Flanders Fields. 

Col John McCrae 

R o y a l  C a n a d i a n  L e g i o n ,  O r i l l i a ,  B r a n c h  3 4  

Vet’s Gazette 

Poppy Donation to Lighthouse 
Glenn Wagner, left, past chairman of the Lighthouse Board of Directors and Tony Biano, 
current chairman of the board receive a for  $10,000 from Poppy committee members:   
Peter DeVillers. Service Officer; Brian Robertson, Treasurer; Rick Purcell, Branch 34  

President and John Cropper, Poppy Chairman 

Welcome Back 

This issue of The Gazette was ready to be printed at the end of December when we were once 
again forced to close because of Covid 19 regulations.  The reports in this issue are the ones 

that were prepared at that time so some of the information may be outdated and times for 
events may have changed.  New branch hours are: 

Monday to Friday noon to 10 p.m. and 

Saturday and Sunday noon to 6 pm. 
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Branch Officers 

President -  Rick Purcell                                705-330-4815 

Immediate Past President - Bob Thomas      705-325-4695                        

1s Vice-President Chuck Penny                    705-955-2548 

2nd Vice President - Ralph Bernard              705-259-0931 

Treasurer  - Brian Robertson           705-327-1825 

  
John Cropper             705-325-0580 

Neville Gale             705-326-1312 

Bob Dimaline             705-259-0591 

Rob McCron              705-687-7390 

Annette Mathias                           705-955-1046 

Padre Gerry McMillan                               705-329-0338 

Padre      Terry Bennett            705-329-0289 

Padre      Mathew Trottier 

Sergeant-at-Arms   

Colour Sergeant  -   

Service Bureau – Peter DeVillers                  705-326-2198 

 

 

 

 

Committee 

Poppy – John Cropper 

Membership  -  Annette Mathias 

Sports   - Neville Gale. 

Ways and Means - Ralph Bernard 

PRO  - Rob McCron 

Youth Education  -  Kate Palmer  

Bingo, Air Cadets, Minor Ball – Rick Purcell 

  Soldiers’ Memorial Hospital  - Chuck Penny 

 

 

 

 

Office Personnel 
Administrator                                               Laura Simpson 

Office            705-325-8442 

Bar                                        705-325-1266 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Events 
Scottish Festival Carrie Dunn               

        Angela Paylor             705-323-9759 

 

Special Committees Chairpersons 
Legion Crest Complex    Peter DeVillers          705-326-2198 

 

Pipe Band Manager  Linda Buchanan    705-326-5470  

Sick & Visiting                 

                  

Ladies Auxiliary Officers 
President  -  Brenda Watt  705-325-8104 

 Immediate Past President   

Theresa Bernard   705-259-0931 

1st Vice President  - Bev Brennan 705-331-3195 

2nd Vice President  - Sherry Campbell 705-715-8861 

Secretary  -  Sick & Visiting    Bev Brennan      705-331-3195    

Treasurer  -  Carol Macksey  705-644-4020 

Sergeant-at-Arms  Sandra Evans   705-915-1036 

Membership  -  Annette Mathias 705-955-1046 

Sports Officer  - Brenda Watt 705-325-8104 

Executive 

Funeral Lunches  Cathy Wackett  705-325-7874 

Monday Cards  -  Theresa Bernard   705-259-0931 

Soup & Sandwich Luncheons  -    Deb Stanton  - 705-325-4240 

Ways and Means Convenor, Retirements, Birthdays,               

Anniversaries, Small weddings  - Dorothy Cotter 705-955-1884 

Craft Show—Candy Cashen 705-826-7907 and Sherry Campbell 

705-715-8861 

Phoning Captain  - Sharon Ross 

 

 

 

 

Address Vet’s Gazette Correspondence to:                            

Kate Palmer, Royal Canadian Legion Branch 34            

215 Mississaga St. E., Orillia ON. L3V 1W2                

Phone (705) 325-8442 Fax (705) 325-3758 

Our email address is:                                                         

royalcdnlg34@rogers.com                                                  

Our Web Site is http://www.orillialegion.com 

 

mailto:royalacdnlg34@rogers.com
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President’s  

Message 
Comrades 

2 021 was a challenging year with 
COVID 19. 

The Orillia Legion has been lucky 
with receiving grants from the Dominion 
Command and Provincial Command  along 
with wage subsides and rent subsidies. 

 We kept on our manager and our 
senior maintenance staff during most of 
Covid.  Laura in the office was able to keep 
in touch with veterans  our executive  and 
our members during Covid. Larry was able 
to do necessary maintenance which we 
have found difficult being open 7 days a 
week. 

 We also received a Senior Grant and 
a Trillium Grant which allowed some major 
purchases such as replacing the furnace 
and the air conditioning units. 

 Our branch is now in much better 
shape than at the beginning of Covid.       
We re-opened in mid July with reduced 
services and opened more fully in 
September with some of larger uses coming 
back such as Champlain Seniors ladies 
darts, men’s darts and mixed darts. The dart 
leagues and user groups have helped us 
maintain a positive cash position. 
 The Poppy campaign was allowed to 
do tagging as well as placing boxes in 
stores. We had an excellent Poppy Day 
which is important in supporting our 
veterans.      
 Our barbecues were very successful 
when we re-started. Thanks to Ralph 
Bernard and his volunteers for doing such a 
great job.     
 We also had a successful Honors 
and Awards day. We presented year pins 
that we have not been able to do for two 
years. We also presented the President’s 
Award for 2020 and 2021.  Bob Thomas 
presented the President’s Award to Angela 
Paylor for 2020 and I presented the 
President’s Award to Kate Palmer for 2021.  
Congratulations to these two recipients and 

many thanks for their volunteer work. 

 The new Lighthouse Shelter was 
opened in late 2021 and are able to allow 
men women and youth into their facility.. 
They have also had veterans use their 
facilities. About seven veterans have visited 
the Lighthouse in the past two years.  The 
Orillia Legion got permission from Provincial 
Command to donate $10,000 to the 
Lighthouse towards a room for veterans. 
The room can house four people and 
veterans come first if the room is available. 

 The Executive along with myself and 
Laura in the office wish everyone a Happy 
Holiday and hope you all have a very Happy 
New Year. 

 Hope to see you in the New Year. 

Help support the Orillia Legion. 

Yours in comradeship: 

Rick Purcell 

President Branch 34 

The Ladies Auxiliary will 
serve, for pick up, their first 

Tuesday Dinner
Tuesday, October 26
The menu features Ham and 

two vegetables, roll and dessert.

Tickets will be available at the 
bar and must be purchased by 

This is the first of what the Ladies 
Auxiliary hope will be a monthly  
or possibly a twice monthly take  

Lets give them our support!

General  

Meetings 
Provincial Command has given 

branches the go ahead to                
resume General  Meetings and 

Elections. 

The next General Meetings will 
be held on: 

Wednesday March 9 at 7 p.m. 
and 

Wednesday April 13 at 7 p.m. 

 

Nominations for elected officers 
will be held at the April Meeting. 

Elections will be held on 

Wednesday April 27 at 7 p.m. 
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Legion donates $75,000 to 
fund concussion awareness, 
research and recovery in the 

Veteran community 
 

Dec 20, 2021 
Up to 35% of Canadian Armed Forces members 
and Veterans are living with the effects of 
concussion. Their work frequently exposes them 
to physical impact in training, combat, blasts, 
repetitive low impact trauma and more. Yet, until 
recently, concussion as a result of service was 
routinely underdiagnosed, undertreated, and 
research was not prioritized in the Veteran 
community. 
 The effects of a concussion can be 
severe and long lasting, ranging from chronic 
fatigue and headaches, to confusion and 
memory problems, to nausea, dizziness and 
difficulties with balance and co-ordination, to 
ringing in the ears and blurry vision. Brain 
injuries can also progress into mental health 
conditions such as depression, anxiety and post 
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and lead to 
neurodegenerative diseases such as chronic 
traumatic encephalopathy, ALS, Alzheimer’s 
and Parkinson’s disease. 
 The Impact of concussion on a Veteran’s 
health and wellbeing can shatter their quality of 
life—and that of their family as well. Today, 
many Veterans, caregivers and medical 
professionals do not always recognize the 
symptoms a Veteran is exhibiting as potentially 
linked to a recent or past traumatic brain injury 
(TBI). Delays in treatment can extend recovery 
time and lead to long-term complications. 
Concussion Legacy Foundation Canada (CLFC) 
is working to change that, and The Royal 
Canadian Legion is proud to support their work. 
 “The Legion is committed to supporting 
Veteran research, physical and mental health 
and wellbeing”, says Bruce Julian, Legion 
Dominion President. “Funding for Operation 
Brain Health will help CLFC educate and 
support Veterans and their families who are 
living with the effects of TBI and promote 
important Veteran research to accelerate 
development of diagnosis and treatment 
methods.” 
 A donation of $75,000 from the Legion 

National Poppy Fund was presented to 
Concussion Legacy Foundation Canada in 
support of Operation Brain Health. This program 
will help Veterans and their families living with 
the effects of concussions by provide recovery 
programs, a peer support network, education, 
and critical research through the CLFC’s Project 
Enlist Brain Donation Program. 
 

Youth Education 

D 
espite the ongoing Covid 19 pandemic 
the Youth Education committee saw an 
increase in numbers for this year’s 

poster and literary contest.   
 Once again Branch 34 coordinated the 
contest for the schools in Orillia as well as those 
served by Warminster Branch 619.  With the 
closing of branch 619 those schools will be 
included in the Branch 34 contest in the future.  
The first place winners from each branch were 
forwarded to the Zone E5 competition where 
Orillia received three firsts, two seconds and 
four third place prizes and Warminster received 
one first,  one second and three  thirds.  The 
first place zone winners have been forwarded to 
the District E chairman for judging at that level. 
At the time of writing this report we hope to be 
able to hold our public speaking competition this 
year.  All levels from district through to 
provincial were cancelled in 2020 and all levels 
including branch were cancelled in 2021. Dates 
will be announced later. 

 

 

Age 60 might be the new 40 but 9:00 p.m. is the 
new midnight. 

I finally got eight hours of sleep.  It took me 
three days, but whatever! 

When I ask for directions, please don’t use 
works like “east.” 

Remembers, if you lose a sock in the dryer, it 
comes back as a Tupperware lid that doesn’t fit 
any of your containers. 
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Ladies Auxiliary 
President’s Report 

Comrades. 

B 
y the time this report gets into the 
January Gazette we will have said 
goodbye to 2021 with the hopes that 

2022 would be better.   Well it looks like with 
the appearance of yet another variant of 
COVID 19 not much will have changed. 
  On a positive note the Ladies Auxiliary 
have welcomed five new members all keen to 
volunteer. I would like to welcome Amy Watt, 
Jane Lawson, Sylvia Knight, Sharon 
Monahan and Lynn Hamilton into Branch 34 
Ladies Auxiliary.     
 The L.A had a busy fall.   It was great 
to be back in business. Our first Take Away 
Tuesday was a success.  Our goal was to sell 
50 dinners and we did just that.  Our Chicken 
Dinner was cancelled, however our next Take 
Away is booked for January 25, Robbie Burns 
day.  Not sure just yet what the menu will be 
but there is still time.    
 At this time I would like to wish all 
members of the LA and Branch a very Happy 
New Year, stay safe. 

   

Yours in Comradeship 

Brenda Watt 

Branch 34 Ladies Auxiliary President 

 

Poppy 

T 
hanks to a large 
number of volunteers 
and a very hard 

working Poppy committee 
the branch was able to 
conduct a very successful 
2021 poppy campaign   
 Unlike last year, this year we were able 
to resume our Tag Days and distribute 
poppies at various businesses.  
Understandably some members were not 
comfortable “tagging” and some spots were 
not filled but nevertheless we did well taking 
in a record $ 17,406.05.  

 Receipts from our countertop boxes 
was also a record high of $28,559.20.                  
 These numbers are of course partly 
due to the fact that with the closing of 
Warminster Branch 619 we inherited a large 
number of businesses that were usually 
serviced by their volunteers.  We are grateful 
to some new members who volunteered to 
cover the businesses that Warminster served.
 The Poppy Committee is also happy 
that we were able to once more host our 
annual Veteran’s Dinner in September. The 
number of participants was down from past 
years but we were able to welcome some 
veterans who had not joined us in previous 
years.  Thanks to our Ladies Auxiliary for a 
wonderful meal and for Bob Thomas who has 
been providing music at this event for many, 
many years.  

 Once again the Poppy Committee 
prepared Christmas gift bags that were 
delivered to veterans and spouses of 
veterans in nursing and retirement homes. 
This year we did 155 bags. Thank you to all 
who assisted.   
 Another highlight of the year for the 
Poppy Committee was, that after a lot of 
dealings with Ontario Command, we were 
able to make a $10,000 donation to The 
Lighthouse shelter where a room has been 
designated, when needed, for the use of 
homeless veterans.    
 Poppy committee members John 
Cropper, Brian Robertson, Peter DeVillers, 
Barry Cornish and Kate Palmer wish 
everyone a very Happy New Year. 

The Trail Walk Café 

Offers 

BREAKFAST 
In the Vimy Room 

 Every Friday, Saturdays & Sundays  
8 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

Full breakfast menu 

Show you Legion membership card                 
for a discount 

(Also open on Mondays of a long weekend) 
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The following news item is from a 1945 issue 
of The Orillia Packet and Times that Branch 
34 Past President Ray McCullough brought 
into the office. The article was two full pages 
that consisted of the brief story reprinted 
below and then hundreds of names, in 
alphabetical order, of Orillias serving overseas 
during World War II who were sent cigarettes. 
Comrade Ray had the two pages laminated 
and gave them to the branch  -  an interesting 
part of our history.  Thank you Ray. 
 
 
Orillia Packet and Times, January 25, 1945 

 

Each Gets 300 Cigarettes 

Monthly from Orillia Com. 

Overseas Cigarette Fund 

Check on the names, pick out those 

you know and write them frequently. 

Mail from home is the greatest of all 

morale builders. Contribute 

generously to the Overseas 

Cigarette Fund whenever you can. 

648,000 CIGARETTES SENT 

SINCE AUGUST 

 The Orillia Overseas Cigarette 

Committee, feeling that the public would be 

interested in having a complete list of those 

overseas receiving cigarettes each month 

from organizations contributing to the fund, 

have supplied the following names from 

their mailing list.    

 The Kiwanis Club sent 300 cigarettes 

to 572 people in December 1944, and it is 

interesting to note that since the committee 

was formed in August 1944 some 648,000 

cigarettes have been sent to Orillians 

overseas.     

 The Orillia Branch of the Canadian 

Legion are contributing the January 

shipment to this list.  The Knights of 

Columbus Orillia Council will take over the 

February shipment.    

 Many Orillia organizations have 

contributed to the Fund  - L.O.L No 296. 

Ladies Auxiliary Canadian Legion, Order 

Eastern Star, Unity Lodge, L.O.B.A., 

Geneva Lodge I.O.O.F., Orillia Water Light 

and Power Commission, Canada Electric 

Castings, Women’s South Ward Club, 

Heywood-Wakefield Employees, Villas 

Enamel Employees, Hunter Boats Ltd., 

Orillia Salvage, Lions Club, Kiwanis Club, 

F.L. Buchanan Employees.  

 All cigarettes are sent in the name of 

the donor of the money and there is no 

overlapping from month to month. The 

committee appreciates the excellent co-

operation it has received from all the 

organizations who have contributed and with 

their continued assistance, hope to send 

cigarettes overseas as long as they many 

be needed.     

 The following organizations send 

cigarettes direct each month to former 

employees now overseas  - Ontario Hospital 

Employees, Heywood-Wakefield 

Employees, Orillia Water, Light and Power 

Commission, Goodwill Club, E. Long Ltd. 

Employees, Otaco Ltd. Employees. 

 Contributions to the fund may be 

send to the treasurer of the fund at the 

Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce or to 

any member of the committee. 

Take Away                   

Tuesday Dinner 

Tuesday, January 25 
$15.00 per person 

Watch the bulletin boards for details 
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Poppy Fund Donates to Lighthouse Shelter 
At a meeting of the Poppy committee on March 15, 2021 a motion was approved to donate 

(pending approval of Ontario Command) up to $10,000 to the new Lighthouse Shelter.  On August 
5th members of the committee toured the new facility where they were told that a room would be 

kept available for any veteran that needed it..  By the committee meeting on September 1st, 
approval had still not been received from command.  But by being persistent and a lot of 

exchanging of emails the committee was finally able to present at cheque for $10,000 to the 
Lighthouse.  Pictured below is one of the rooms in the facility as well as a plaque that reads “this 
room is generously donated by Orillia Legion Poppy Fund in honour of our Veterans”.  The 
bottom picture shows the committee members who toured the Lighthouse in August: from left to 
right: Glenn Wagner, past chairman of Lighthouse Board of Directors; Peter DeVillers, Branch 34 

service officer: Linda Goodall, Lighthouse Executive Director: Sherry Culling, Provincial Command 
Service Officer; Rick Purcell, Branch 34 President and Brian Robertson Branch 34 Poppy 

treasurer. 
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Middle Age in a Nutshell: 

Wait, what did I come in here for? 

I could have sworn that was my password 

Sorry, I forgot what I was going to say 

Why is the print on these instructions so tiny? 

Who cares if it looks good? I’m comfortable! 

Has anyone seen my phone? 

Stupid scale…  That can’t be right 

Huh! I wonder how I got this bruise… 

Shoot, did I already take my vitamin? 

Software update again? I don’t like updates. 

Who in the world is calling me at 9:30 p.m.? 

Military Service Recognition Book 
The Royal Canadian Legion Ontario Command 

 
As the “Keepers of Remembrance”, Ontario Command is 

proud to publish an annual Military Service Recognition 

Book to identify and recognize many of our Veterans in 

Ontario, who have either served or are still serving in our 

Canadian Armed Forces, the Commonwealth or Allied 

Forces.  

Our eighth book is now available at Legion Branches and 

we are accepting submissions for our 9th edition. 

We invite you to submit stories of Veterans and Military 

Service Personnel who have touched your life.  Submission 

forms are available at the branch or online at 

www.on.legion.ca 

 

 

 For more information phone: 

1-855-845-8387 

Poppy Committee secretary Kate Palmer     
presents Orillia Mayor Steve Clarke with the 

Poppy that was created to mark the           
100th Anniversary of the Poppy 
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Scottish Festival 
 

T 
he Orillia Scottish Festival 
celebrated St. Andrew’s Day on 
November 30th at Creative Nomad 

Studios in Orillia with a wonderful evening 
of storytelling by award winning novelist 
Terry Fallis who presented passages from 
his novel “Operation Angus.” Terry 
explained that in his book the character 
Angus is Scottish, in part, due to Terry 
reading the book “How Scots Invented 
The World” as a youngster.    
 A gourmet dinner of Scottish Red 
Lentil soup with sausage roti, steak pie 
and cranachan was presented by Krew 
Catering Company of Orillia which was 
paired nicely with an offering of a  
specialty craft beer “Rigs O’Barley” by 
Quayle’s Brewery of Warminster. The 
attendees were also entertained by a 
fabulous rendition of Robert Service’s 
poem “The Ballad of How MacPherson 
Held the Floor “ by Fred Addis, who was 
able to present in an authentic Scottish 
accent.  The Scottish Festival committee 
is incredibly grateful to our partners for 
the evening and would also like to thank 
Jim Campbell for a spontaneous group 
participation of “Auld Lang Syne” to close 
out the night.   
 Funds raised from the evening will 
help support the 2022 festival. The 
committee is currently optimistically 
planning for a full return of the festival on 
July 15, 16 and 17 2022 !  
 If you are available to volunteer 
time to plan the festival or help the day of 
please email: 
orilliascottishfestival@gmail.com      
 
Stay in touch and up to date on all events 
by following us on social media 
  
 Facebook  -  @orilliascottishfestival 

 Website  -  scottishfestival.ca 
 Instagram  -  @orilliascottish 
 Twitter  -  @orilliascotfest 
 
A reminder - that the Orillia Scottish 
Festival has a special limited edition 
buttons still for sale.  All proceeds support 
the festival. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Angela Paylor and Carrie Dunn               

Co-chairmen, Orillia Scottish Festival 
    
orilliascottishfestival@gmail.com 
 
 
 

 

Ways and Means 
 

H 
appy New Year to all my 
Comrades. As you read this 
another unusual year has passed.  

 Since the branch re-opened in July 
we have had a very successful summer 
with BBQ’s and a chicken dinner.  We 
also had very, very successful turkey 
shoots held on two Saturdays due to 
Covid 19.  Thanks to all the members who 
supported these events and a HUGE  
THANK YOU  to all of the volunteers. 
Congratulations to all who received an 
award.      
 Look forward to seeing you around 
the Branch.     
 Please watch for upcoming events 
for the new year. 

 
Respectfully submitted 

Ralph Bernard 

Ways and Means chairman 
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BRANCH #34 
 

 Financial Summary for the 6 months ending November 30, 2021 
 

                                                           6 Months ending        6 Months ending  
                                                        November 30, 2021    November 30, 2020 

 
 

Bar revenue                                             $ 63,397                     $ 52,643 
Cost of goods sold                                      30,326                        25,415       
Gross profit                                              $ 33,071                      $ 27,228 
Gross Profit %age-bar                                  52.2%                          51.7% 

 

Committee revenue                                  $ 18,317                       $ 5,277 
Committee expenses                                  12,942                           3,944 
Committee profit(loss)                               $  5,375                       $  1,333  

 

Revenue-Ways & Means                          $ 12,205                       $ 4,386 
Expenses-Ways & Means                             2,369                              556 
Ways & Means profit                                  $ 9,836                        $ 3,830  

 

Revenue-Normandy Room                       $23,117                        $23,075 
Expenses-Normandy Room                               ---                               -----  
Normandy profit                                        $23,117                        $23,075 

 

Member Fees-net                                      $16,520                        $16,943 
 

Other Income                                             $13,454                         $ 6,941 
 
 

Expenses 
Building                                                      $31,354                        $33,172 
Payroll                                                          45,585                          14,526 
Administration                                              19,698                           18,731 
Total Expense                                           $ 96,637                       $ 66,429 

 

Net Profit(loss)                                           $ 4,736                         $ 12,921 
 

Cash and GICs less payables/reserves    $46,319                          
Bingo Bank Account                                  $  1,900 
Nevada Bank Account                               $  4,400  
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Treasurer’s 
Comments  

January 5, 2022 

Financial Statements        
November 30, 2021 

Profit & Loss June 1 to November 30, 
2021: 
Because of the Wuhan Virus Pandemic and 
the resulting shutdowns of the Branch, prior 
year comparative figures have little meaning 
when trying to compare year to year. 
Detailed financial statements are available 
at the Branch. A few financial highlights are 
listed below: 
1.The Branch opened on July 16, 2021 with 
capacity limited to 102 patrons. On October 
25

th,
 the Branch was allowed to have full 

capacity but reverted back to 50% capacity 
December 20th.  Bar revenue to November 
30, 2021 was $63,397. Other revenues to 
November 30, 2021 were Wage Subsidies 
of $12,733, Ways & Means revenue of 
$9,836, Bingo/Kitchen rent of $23,117, net 
Regalia revenue of $5,375, Membership net 
fees of $16,520 and Donations of $13,454. 
Bar revenue Gross Profit was 52.2%. 
2. On December 20th, 2021 the Geneva 
Bingo and Trail Walk Catering reduced 
capacity to 70 patrons. Legion/Trail Walk 
Friday, Saturday & Sunday breakfasts 
started July 30. 
3. Building and Administration costs were 
$51,052. Wages were $58,318.  Wage 
subsidy was $12,733 and 22% of wages 
paid.  
4.The Legion’s Profit was $4,736 to 
November30,2021 as compared to a 2020 
profit of $12,921.  
Balance Sheet-November 30, 2021: 
1. Retained earnings at November 30, 2021 
were $87,007. 
2. Cash on hand was $127,982.  
3. Accounts payable & reserve liabilities 
were $81,663 leaving a net cash balance of 
$46,319 at November 30, 2021. 
4. The Bingo and Nevada bank accounts 
have a balance of $6,300. 
Government Grants; 
CEWS- This was a wage subsidy grant 
where up to 85% of the wages of the 

employees, who were not laid off, were 
recovered from the Government if revenues 
have dropped at least 30% from the 
previous year.  The Government extended a 
reduced wage subsidy through to October 
25, 2021. There are no further grants under 
this CEWS Plan.  
CECRA/CERS- This was a rent subsidy for 

landlords of 50% of the rents paid by their 

tenants (Geneva Bingo & Trail Walk 

Catering).  We have received all of the 

subsidies allowed under this subsidy 

expiring in September 2020. The Legion 

received rent from Geneva Bingo for 

October through December 2020 but full 

rent from the caterer may not be received 

due to reduced revenues. Legion lessees 

claimed rent subsidies under CERS and the 

Legion received $23,399 for rent from 

January through May, 2021. The Legion 

received $10,417 rent subsidy and $12,700 

from tenants for June to Oct. 31, 2021. 

CERS has been cancelled as of October 

25,2021  

ONTARIO TRILLIUM GRANT & HORIZON 
SENIORS GRANT- The Branch applied for 
an Ontario Trillium Grant to replace the 
Branch’s HVAC system and the Grant was 
approved in April 2021 in the amount of 
$149,250 of which $119,400 was received 
in May 2021. We received $14,925 in 
October 2021 and the balance of $14,925 
will be received in May 2022 after the final 
report is filed. The HVAC system has now 
been installed except for 2 dehumidifiers 
which are to be installed in April 2022. 
A $25,000 Horizon Seniors Grant to replace 
the Normandy Room air conditioner was 
received in March 2021. The air conditioner 
is now installed and the final report has 
been filed.  
The Legion has requested a $25,000 

Horizons Seniors Grant for 2022 for repairs 

to Vimy room roof,  Vimy outdoor siding, 

upgrades to Legion security system and Tri 

Service and Vimy rooms washroom 

upgrades. 

Continued on page 12 
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Continued from page 11 
 

ONTARIO SMALL BUSINESS GRANT- The 
Branch applied for this Grant that recovered 
taxes and utilities from December 26, 2020 to 
May 31, 2021. 
 

PIB/AVIVA INSURANCE-The Orillia Legion 
filed notice of a Business Interruption Claim 
with limits up to $50,000 and Dominion 
Command’s class action lawsuit has now 
been approved to go forward.   
REOPENING THE BRANCH:  
The Branch was reopened with limited 
capacity on July 16, 2021 and with full 
capacity on October 25, 2021 but reverted 
back to 50% capacity on December 20, 2021. 
1. Opening hours are 12:00 PM to 6:00 PM -7 
days a week.  On dart nights, the Branch will 
be open for Members until the dart games 
are completed.  The Legion must be closed 
at 11:00pm nightly. The weekly 50/50 Toonie 
draw resumed July 16, 2021 and is drawn 
every Friday. 
2.  Pool tables are now open and Ladies, 
Men, Mixed and Fun darts commenced in 
September as well as Monday and Tuesday 
Euchre.  Friday Meat darts/draws started on 
Friday, July 30, 2021 at 4:30 PM.  Legion/
Trail Walk Friday, Saturday & Sunday 
breakfasts started July 30.  
3. Members and guest will be admitted in the 
Legion through the main Entrance. Proof of 
double vaccination and Photo ID must be 
shown to enter the Legion. Masks must be 
worn and can be removed only while seated 
and eating or drinking. A list of rules for 
Members during this Virus problem will be 
posted. Smokers to use designated space 
beside Main Entrance and on patio. Everyone 
entering the Branch must sign in for contact 
tracing purposes and answer Covid related 
questions.  
 
Respectively submitted, 

Brian Robertson 

Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

Eight things to  

Remember 

 
The past cannot be changed 

Everyone’s journey is different 

Overthinking will lead to sadness 

Happiness is found within 

Kindness is free 

You only fail if you quit 

What goes around comes around 

Smiles are contagious 

 

You Could Win! 
This Log Cabin Lamp 

Donated by Randy Beavis 

Ticket are now available 
at the front desk 

$5.00 each or                     
3 for $10.00 

Draw to be held            
February 14, 2022 
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District E Commander 
Crystal Cook  

Reprinted from the Ontario Comand 
Newsletter Winter 2021. Released 
December 23, 2021 

Comrades  

Happy Holidays on behalf of the 39 
branches in District E It was the hope that 
2021 would have seen better days but as we 
are all aware that was not to be. As 2021 
draws to a close we need to focus on the 
positives that have occurred in the past year. 
 We were able to hold an in person 
convention the beginning of October and 
what a wonderful feeling that was. The 
convention was well received with members 
happy that they were once again able to 
connect in person.     
 Considering what we have went 
through the branches have managed to 
weather the COVID storm, This is all thanks 
to the dedication and out of the box thinking 
to bring in the funds necessary to keep our 
branches open. COVID-19 made us change 
our approach and it resulted in bottle drives, 
take away meals, virtual garage sales just to 
name a few and I think most can say these 
all came with some laughs along the way. 
 I offer my sincere thanks to the 
branches for all they have done, when they 
thought they had nothing left to give they 
dug deep and found the will and drive to 
continue on. They are an amazing group 
who deserve all the praise for getting 
through this far.     
 We had the extreme pleasure of 
welcoming the Ruck to Remember team into 
2 branches in District E. What these 
individuals are doing for our Homeless 
Veterans is so humbling and it was my 
pleasure to be able to walk a few Km’s with 
them on their journey.    
 On Oct 19 District E suffered the loss 
of a Past District E Commander and an 
active member of our Council Rose Marie 
Elsdon. Comrade Rose will not be forgotten, 
her humour, love of life, her friendship and 
her comradeship and most importantly her 
love for our Veterans was paramount.  

 As the Province and the branches are 
starting to open up and some normalcy is 
returning, I am looking forward to the last 
few months of my term and the chance to re-
connect and meet with friends both old and 
new. It is my hope that the days of Zoom are 
in the rear-view mirror and we can once 
again gather and share some comradeship. 
 A very big Thank You to my Deputy 
Rick Preston and the rest of the District 
Council for all that you do to assist the 
branches and make my job easier. The job 
of District Commander, although frustrating 
at times, has had more highs than lows. It 
has been a pleasure to represent my District 
and I look forward to the months ahead.  
 On behalf of my husband Junior and 
our family I wish all of you a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. May 
2022 see better days ahead.   
 Comrades, if nominated at the 
Provincial Convention for the position of Vice 
President of Ontario Command I will be 
letting my name stand 

Crystal Cook            

District E Commander 

 

Last Post  
Lest We Forget  

Barnett, Pvt James Arthur, Queens 
Royal Rifles & Royal Navy, WW II,    
Ordinary member Branch 34, 96 years 
old. 10/25/2021  

Burtch PFC David Stephen, PPCLI.  
Ordinary member Branch 34, 71 years 
old. 11/24/2021  

Goodchild, James, RCAF, Ordinary 
Member Branch 34, 07/31/2021, 92 years 
old 

   At the going down of the sun and 
in the morning                              

We Will Remember Them  
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Remembrance Day 2021 
Unlike last year when Branch 34 was unable to hold the annual Remembrance Day 

ceremony and parade at the cenotaph at Soldiers’ Memorial Hospital, a scaled down version 
(minus the parade) was held in 2021.  Only a few wreaths were laid including the Silver 
Cross Mother wreath which was placed by Jennine Collier, sister of Sapper Brian Collier 

who was killed in Afghanistan in 2010. Jennine placed the wreath on behalf of their mother 
Carol who was unable to attend. (top right photo). Veterans Gord Tait and Jack Hird laid 

wreaths during a small service held outside Branch 34 in Veterans’ Memorial Park (top left 
photo). The bottom photo shows some of those who gathered for the service in the park 
which is held annually to allow branch staff and volunteers who remain at the branch to 

prepare lunch an opportunity to pay tribute to those who served and continue to serve.  The 
service often attracts people passing through the park and those who are unable to attend at 

the hospital. 
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Volunteers         
Needed 

Organizations like Branch 34 
succeed because of the people 
who give freely of their time 

to make things happen. 

Help is always needed and 
welcomed, whether its   

covering the door, helping 
with Bingo, selling draw 

tickets on Friday nights or 
other activities. 

If you can assist in any way 
please contact  

Laura in the office  

or at  705-325-8442 Branch President Rick Purcell at the         
Remembance Day Service at Soldiers’    

Memorial Hospital 

Orillia Mayor Steve 
Clarke, left and 

councillors Mason 
Ainsworth and  Ted 

Emond joined 
Branch 34 Poppy 
Chairman John 

Cropper and Kate 
Palmer when the 
Poppy Flag was 

raised at the Orillia 
Opera House. Mayor 
Clarke declared the 
period of November 
1 to 11 as “Poppy 

Week”  in the City of 
Orillia 
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The Steel Spirit is a platform for artwork 
submissions by Military, First Responder 
and Hospital Practitioners. They are 
always looking for new and emerging 
artists with and without experience, from 
every background and every age. For more 
information or if you would like to be 
involved, please 
visit: www.thesteelspirit.ca  

 

When I Was Just a Pebble 
 
When I was just a pebble, I embarked 
upon my journey, 
With wondrous delight. 
I was scooped up by the winds of time, 
and carried 
Through both day and night, 
Wondering in what exciting place, I 
would come to light. 
 
As the days and months and years 
went by, 
I became aware of all the world’s 
beauty, within my sight, 
Then one day I landed in a crevasse, 
and there I spent the night. 
In the early morning light, I tried and 
tried with all my might, 
To remove myself from this plight, 
Finally, after hours of struggle, 
And with tears of sadness, I gave up 
on my futile fight. 
 
The snow and sleet of winter, harsh, 
the rains and hail of spring, cold, 
The heat and humidity of summer, 
sweltering, 
The colours of autumn, yellow, brown, 
and gold, 
My life, I felt, was endlessly eroded by 
time’s ceaseless march. 
 
With my future and journey now on 
hold, 
I soon became an angry and 

untrusting boulder, impossible to 
move, 
I left my hopes and dreams behind 
me, 
I quickly turned my back to the 
world, I closed my heart and mind, 
And into myself I curled, 
The years of winds, snow, sleet, rains, 
and heat have been unfriendly 
To this little pebble: I am now a large 
dark and 
Craggy rebel, with my back against 
the world. 
 
For many years people have climbed 
my sides to get onto my spine, 
At first, I tried to throw them off, but 
they kept coming back. 
They would leave words on me, as 
they climbed, 
Fifteen thousand feet and climbing, 
I soon realized it was me they came to 
see, 
They called me majestic and strong, a 
beauty for them to see, 
I am now a beacon to those who 
thirst, 
They lift their eyes to my beauty, in 
their quest, 
And pausing for a moment, there is 
silence 
As they put another sign, 
 Everest or Bust, I feel so proud of my 
journey, I see myself as 
A Strong Magnificent Majestic 
Beauty for all the world to see. 
 
Gail Morgan-Smith  
 

http://www.thesteelspirit.ca/
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Gail Morgan-Smith Author of 
“When I Was Just a Pebble 

Gail Morgan-Smith 
joined the military in 
1990. She began 
basic training in 
Cornwallis, Nova 
Scotia, and was 
later posted to Base 
Borden to do her 
trades training. She 
then moved to 
Winnipeg and 
became an Air Force Administrative Clerk. In 
1995 she was posted back to Base Borden 
and has remained in the area since. “My job 
was to send soldiers to Afghanistan and 
Sierra Leone. I found it very difficult as I 
never knew if any of them returned.” Upon 
leaving the military in 2004, she attended 
Georgian College for a two-year Business 
program. Throughout Gail’s time in the 
military and while also raising four children 
on her own, she had always enjoyed writing 
poetry.  “I was introduced to poetry in grade 
7. I found poetry concise and to the point in a 
way that can make the reader feel strong 
emotions.” 

 

Editorial 

O 
ne of the mandates of The Royal 
Canadian Legion is to support our 
community.  Every year we get letters 

requesting financial support of sports teams, 
non profit organizations and other special 
events.  We help out where we can. What 
many members are not aware of is that the 
money we donate to these causes comes out 
of our Nevada and/or Bingo accounts.  
Without the proceeds from Bingo and 
Nevada ticket sales funds to support these 
causes would have to come out of the 
General Account and that could put a strain 
on our finances. So by helping out at, or 
playing bingo and buying Nevada tickets you 
are helping our branch continue to support 
our community.    
 I hope you have had an opportunity to 
attend the breakfasts held every Friday, 

Saturday and Sunday from 8 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. in the Vimy Room. James offers a full 
breakfast menu with lots of variety.  It’s a 
great breakfast. I’ve been in several times 
and know that there are some other regular 
customers. Don’t forget to have your Legion 
membership card with you in order to get a 
discount.     
 No one knows what 2022 will bring.  
Many of our members have already received 
the Covid booster shot and I know many 
more have upcoming appointments.  It is 
important that we all do our part to keep 
everyone safe and healthy.  
 I hope everyone has a very happy and 
healthy new year and that I’ll see many of 
you around the branch. 

Yours in comradeship,                                                                                                                            

Kate Palmer,                                     

Editor 

The Ladies Auxiliary will serve, 
for pick up 

Take Away       

Tuesday Dinner 
Tuesday, February 22 

$15.00 per person 

Menu to be determined 
Tickets will be available at            

the front desk  

 The October Take-Away was very 
well received and the ladies plan to 

continue with this event the last 
Tuesday of every month. Future dates 

include:  

March 29 

And April 26 
Lets give them our support! 
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Honours 

 and Awards 

O 
n November 21 the branch was finally 
able to hold a long awaited Honours 
and Awards ceremony. Organized by 

past presidents Chuck Penny, Rick Purcell, 
Bob Thomas and Kate Palmer we had the 
opportunity to recognize members who have 
done so much for the branch, especially 
during the past two years of COVID 19 
protocols. Shown in the bottom photo on page 
18 are some of the recipients of a special 
certificate recognizing the branch members 
who volunteered to do screening of members 
at the front door. They are from the left: Barry 
VanKoughnet, Brian Robertson, Sandra 
Evans, Cathy Colwill, Rick Crouch, Sherry 
Mills, Barry Cornish, Theresa Bernard and 
Ralph Bernard.  Others who were not in the 
picture are volunteers: George Baxter, Will 
Kinghorn, Sue MacDonald, Brenda Watt, Bev 
Brennan, Bob Middaugh, Peter DeVillers, 
Steve Ward and Jane Lawson. Certificates 
of Appreciation were presented to Lisa 
Merrit, Sherry Mills, Cathy Colwill (shown in 
the middle right photo) as well as Laura 
Simpson and Kathleen Hepburn. Certificates 

of Merit were awarded to Rick Crouch, 
Sandra Evans, Theresa Bernard and Ralph 
Bernard (shown in top right photo) as well as 
Annette Mathias.  Branch treasurer Brian 
Robertson (shown middle left) was presented 
with the Branch Service Medal. Shown in the 
top left photo are recipients of the 
President’s Award: Angela Paylor for 2020 
and Kate Palmer for 2021. Thanks are 
extended to our Ladies Auxiliary for preparing 
the lunch, on what was for them a very busy 
weekend, as well as for the very generous 
donation made by Auxiliary President Brenda 
Watt.  Service pins for those who have been 
members of the branch for 40 years or more 
were also presented.  Gord Taylor, right, received his 65 year pin. 

He is shown here with his daughter and 
son-in-law Lynn and Bob Haley 

Andre Beauchemin awaits the         
presentation of his 55 year pin 

Ladies Auxiliary President Brenda 
Watt  presented a donation of 

$2,500  to the branch. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 Breakfast    

8 to 11:30 
 Happy New 
Year Branch 

Closed 

2 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

3 
Bid Euchre 

1 p.m, 

Ladies Darts 
8 p.m. 

4 
Euchre        
1 p.m 

Mens Darts  
8 p.m. 

5  

Executive   
Meeting 

. 

6 
Mixed Darts 

8 p.m. 

7Breakfast    

8 to 11:30 

Meat Darts  
5 P.M. 

Fun Darts  

8 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

9 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

10 
Bid Euchre 

1 p.m, 

Ladies Darts 
8 p.m. 

11 
Euchre        
1 p.m 

Mens Darts  
8 p.m. 

12 
. 

13 
Mixed Darts 

8 p.m. 

14Breakfast 

8 to 11:30 

Meat Darts  
5 P.M. 

Fun Darts  

15 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

16 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

17 
Bid Euchre 

1 p.m, 

Ladies Darts 
8 p.m. 

18 
Euchre        
1 p.m 

Mens Darts  
8 p.m. 

19 
 

20 
Mixed Darts 

8 p.m. 

21Breakfast 

8 to 11:30 

Meat Darts   
5 P.M. 

Fun Darts  

22 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

23 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

24 
Bid Euchre 

1 p.m, 

Ladies Darts 
8 p.m. 

25 
Euchre        
1 p.m 

Mens Darts  
8 p.m. 

26 
 

27 
Mixed Darts 

8 p.m. 

28Breakfast 

8 to 11:30 

Meat Darts  
5 P.M. 

Fun Darts  

29 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

30 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

31 
Bid Euchre 

1 p.m, 

Ladies Darts 
8 p.m. 

     

January 2022 

Come for Breakfast                 
Every Friday Saturday and Sunday              

8 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
Euchre        
1 p.m 

Mens Darts  
8 p.m. 

2  
Executive   
Meeting 

. 

3 
Mixed Darts 

8 p.m. 

4 Breakfast 

8 to 11:30 
Meat Darts  

5 P.M. 

Fun Darts    

5 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

6 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

7 
Bid Euchre 

1 p.m, 

Ladies 
Darts 8 p.m. 

8 
Euchre        
1 p.m 

Mens Darts  
8 p.m. 

9 

 
. 

10 
Mixed Darts 

8 p.m. 

11Breakfast 

8 to 11:30 
Meat Darts  

5 P.M. 

Fun Darts    

12 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

13 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

14 
Bid Euchre 

1 p.m, 

Ladies 
Darts 8 p.m. 

 

15 
Euchre        
1 p.m 

Mens Darts  
8 p.m. 

16 

 
. 

17 
Mixed Darts 

8 p.m. 

18 Break-

fast 8 to 
11:30     

Meat Darts  
5 P.M. 

Fun Darts    

19 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

 

20 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

21 
Bid Euchre 

1 p.m, 

Ladies 
Darts 8 p.m. 

22 
Euchre        
1 p.m 

Mens Darts  
8 p.m. 

23 

 
 

24 
Mixed Darts 

8 p.m. 

25Breakfast 

8 to 11:30 
Meat Darts  

5 P.M. 

Fun Darts    

26 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

27 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

28 
Bid Euchre 

1 p.m, 

Ladies 
Darts 8 p.m. 

     

February 2022 

Ladies Auxiliary 
Take Away Tuesday Dinner 

Tuesday, February 22 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
Euchre         
1 p.m 

Mens Darts  
8 p.m. 

2 
 Executive   

Meeting 
. 

3 
Mixed Darts 

8 p.m. 

4 Breakfast 

8 to 11:30 
Meat Darts   

5 P.M. 

Fun Darts    
8 P.M. 

5 
Breakfast     
8 to 11:30 

6 
Breakfast     
8 to 11:30 

7 
Bid Euchre  

1 p.m, 

Ladies 
Darts 8 p.m. 

8 
Euchre         
1 p.m 

Mens Darts  
8 p.m. 

9 

General 
Meeting 

7 p.m. 

10 
Mixed Darts 

8 p.m. 

11Breakfast 

8 to 11:30 
Meat Darts   

5 P.M. 

Fun Darts    
8 P.M. 

12 
Breakfast     
8 to 11:30 

13 
Breakfast     
8 to 11:30 

14 
Bid Euchre  

1 p.m, 

Ladies 
Darts 8 p.m. 

 

15 
Euchre         
1 p.m 

Mens Darts  
8 p.m. 

16 

 
. 

17 
Mixed Darts 

8 p.m. 

18 Break-

fast 8 to 
11:30     

Meat Darts   
5 P.M. 

Fun Darts    

19  
Breakfast     
8 to 11:30 

 

20 
Breakfast     
8 to 11:30 

21 
Bid Euchre  

1 p.m, 

Ladies 
Darts 8 p.m. 

22 
Euchre         
1 p.m 

Mens Darts  
8 p.m. 

23 

 
 

24 
Mixed Darts 

8 p.m. 

25Breakfast 

8 to 11:30 
Meat Darts   

5 P.M. 

Fun Darts    
8 P.M. 

26 
Breakfast     
8 to 11:30 

27 
Breakfast     
8 to 11:30 

28 
Bid Euchre  

1 p.m, 

Ladies 
Darts 8 p.m. 

29 Euchre         

1 p.m 

Mens Darts  
8 p.m. 

Take Away 
Dinner 

30 

 
 

31 
Mixed Darts 

8 p.m. 

  

March 2022 

Take Away 
Tuesday 

March 29 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 Breakfast 

8 to 11:30 
Meat Darts  

5 P.M. 

Fun Darts   
8 P.M. 

2 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

3 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

4 
Bid Euchre 

1 p.m, 

Ladies 
Darts 8 p.m. 

5 
Euchre        
1 p.m 

Mens Darts  
8 p.m. 

6 
 Executive   

Meeting 

 
. 

7 
Mixed Darts 

8 p.m. 

8Breakfast  

8 to 11:30 
Meat Darts  

5 P.M. 

Fun Darts   
8 P.M. 

9 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

10 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

11 
Bid Euchre 

1 p.m, 

Ladies 
Darts 8 p.m. 

12 
Euchre        
1 p.m 

Mens Darts  
8 p.m. 

13 

General 
Meeting 

7 p.m. 

14 
Mixed Darts 

8 p.m. 

15 Break-

fast 8 to 
11:30 8 P.M. 

Good Friday 
Branch 
closed 

16 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

 

17 

 Easter 
Sunday 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

18 
Bid Euchre 

1 p.m, 

Ladies 
Darts 8 p.m. 

19 
Euchre        
1 p.m 

Mens Darts  
8 p.m. 

20 

 
 

21 
Mixed Darts 

8 p.m. 

22Breakfast 

8 to 11:30 
Meat Darts  

5 P.M. 

Fun Darts   

23 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

24 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

25 
Bid Euchre 

1 p.m, 

Ladies 
Darts 8 p.m. 

26 Euchre        

1 p.m 

Mens Darts  
8 p.m. 

Take Away 
Dinner 

27 

Elections 

7 p.m. 
 

28 
Mixed Darts 

8 p.m. 

29Breakfast 

8 to 11:30 
Meat Darts  

5 P.M. 

Fun Darts   
8 P.M. 

30 
Breakfast    
8 to 11:30 

       

April 2022 

Ladies Auxiliary 

Take Away Tuesday Dinner 

Tuesday, April 26 

Come for Breakfast                 
Every Friday Saturday and Sunday              

8 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 



 


