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Royal Canadian Legion, Orillia, Branch 34
215 Mississaga St. E., Orillia, Ontario L3V 1W2

Vet’s Gazette
Charitable Foundation Donation

John Cropper, Chairman of the Poppy Committee at Orillia's Branch 34 of the
Royal Canadian Legion and Brenda Watt, President of the Ladies Auxiliary,
present a cheque for $5,700 to Brittany Wilson, Development Officer with the
OSMH Foundation. The money is to be used to purchase a cataract surgery
stretcher bed See story on page 5

In Flanders Fields
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place: and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow
Loved, and were loved and now we
lie in Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe,
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies
grow In Flanders Fields.
Col John McCrae
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Special Events

Branch Officers

Scottish Festival Carrie Dunn
Angela Paylor

President - Rick Purcell

705-330-4815

Immediate Past President - Bob Thomas

705-325-4695

1s Vice-President Chuck Penny

705-955-2548

2nd Vice President - Ralph Bernard

705-259-0931

Treasurer - Brian Robertson

705-327-1825

John Cropper

705-325-0580

Neville Gale

705-326-1312

Bob Dimaline

705-259-0591

President - Brenda Watt 705-325-8104

Rob McCron

705-687-7390

Immediate Past President

Annette Mathias

705-955-1046

Padre

Gerry McMillan

705-329-0338

Padre

Terry Bennett

705-329-0289

Padre

Tony Rennett

705-329-0289

Padre

Mathew Trottier

Legion Crest Complex Angela Paylor 705-323-9759
Pipe Band Manager Linda Buchanan 705-326-5470
Sick & Visiting

Ladies Auxiliary Officers

Theresa Bernard 705-259-0931
1st Vice President - Bev Brennan 705-331-3195
2nd Vice President - Sherry Campbell 705-715-8861
Bev Brennan

705-331-3195

Treasurer - Carol Macksey 705-644-4020

Colour Sergeant Service Bureau – Peter DeVillers

Special Committees Chairpersons

Secretary - Sick & Visiting

Sergeant-at-Arms

705-323-9759

Sergeant-at-Arms Sandra Evans 705-915-1036
705-326-2198

Membership - Annette Mathias 705-955-1046
Sports Officer - Brenda Watt 705-325-8104
Executive
Funeral Lunches Cathy Wackett 705-325-7874

Committee
Poppy – John Cropper
Membership - Annette Mathias
Sports - Neville Gale.
Ways and Means - Ralph Bernard
Seniors - Jackie Verbeek
PRO - Rob McCron
Youth Education - Kate Palmer
Bingo, Air Cadets, Minor Ball – Rick Purcell
Soldiers’ Memorial Hospital - Chuck Penny

Monday Cards - Theresa Bernard 705-259-0931
Soup & Sandwich Luncheons -

Deb Stanton - 705-325-4240

Ways and Means Convenor, Retirements, Birthdays, Anniversaries, Small weddings - Dorothy Cotter 705-955-1884
Craft Show—Candy Cashen 705-826-7907 and Sherry Campbell
705-715-8861
Phoning Captain - Sharon Ross

Office Personnel
Administrator

Laura Simpson

Office

705-325-8442

Bar

705-325-1266

Address Vet’s Gazette Correspondence to:
Kate Palmer, Royal Canadian Legion Branch 34
215 Mississaga St. E., Orillia ON. L3V 1W2
Phone (705) 325-8442 Fax (705) 325-3758
Our email address is:
royalcdnlg34@rogers.com
Our Web Site is http://www.orillialegion.com
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President’s
Message
Hello Comrades,
I want to start my report by acknowledging
the work of Comrade Bob Thomas, who for
health reasons has resigned his position as
President of Branch 34. I thank him for all
he has done for the branch. He will remain
as Immediate Past President. As First VicePresident, I have moved up to the position
of President. Chuck Penny is the new 1st
Vice-President and Ralph Bernard has
accepted the position of 2nd Vice-President.
This has been a difficult time for a lot of
Legion members. To be shut down for about
16 months is unheard of in our lifetime.
As you read this you will know that
with Covid numbers down the Province has
moved into Step 3 of the Road to Reopening and the branch has re-opened. It
will be an interesting time for the legion. It
will take some time to get everyone back
that used to come to the legion. Some may
decide not to come back.
Our membership numbers are good
at this time, but down a little. If you know of
anyone who would like to join the legion,
encourage them to call the branch and join.
You do not have to be a veteran to join the
legion. The legion’s role has changed
slightly over the past years.
Our primary and most important role
is, as it has always been, to support
veterans and their spouses. But we have
become a very important community service
organization. We support community
activities, and we have quite a few youth
based activities supporting youth sports, the
Air Cadets, and the Navy League.
We are going to have to change once
we re-open. We need new ideas, new ways
to encourage Orillia citizens to join, new
ways to bring in revenue to support the
legion.
If you would like to join a committee,
or if you have ideas of new ways to bring in
revenue, let me or Laura in the office know.
If you would like to volunteer, also let me or

Laura know.
We have been very lucky during
COVID. We have been able to do a lot of
maintenance on the legion building, some
things difficult to do if we were open. We
have new air conditioners which have been
installed, and we have a new furnace in the
process of being installed, hopefully before
we re-open.
Over time we hope to get back to as
close to normal as possible. We are
planning to have Friday barbecues every 2
weeks once we open. The first one will be
on July 23. We hope to see a lot of
members at these barbecues.
The bingo will resume on July 21.
Numbers will be restricted to 70 players.
That will help the legion because we need
their rent to assist us with our cash flow. We
need volunteers to help, especially on the
nights that support the branch.
The summer is usually a slower time
for the legion, but we are hoping to possibly
have a summer dart league considering we
have lost 2 winter dart seasons. I am sure
the pool will re-start with the league coming
back in the winter along with our normal dart
leagues.
We also are going to try having
breakfasts on Fridays, Saturdays, and
Sundays once we are open. Plans are still
being worked out so watch for details to be
announced later.
Depending on numbers allowed in
the legion building, we may not be able to
hold regular general meetings. We will make
the announcement once we are allowed to
begin meeting again.
We hope everyone has a safe
summer and hope to see you back at the
branch soon.
Yours in comradeship:
Rick Purcell
President Branch 34
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The 48 Dominion
Convention:
Virtual Edition
Due to the ongoing pandemic restrictions, The
Royal Canadian Legion 2021 Dominion
Convention will be held virtually for the first
time. But while this year’s format may be
different, our goal remains the same: to make
the Legion the best it can be in order to serve
Canada’s Veterans.
This year, over 3,200 Delegates and proxies,
representing close to 250,000 members, will
meet online to discuss the future of the
Legion. Delegates will vote on resolutions,
determine national policies and elect the next
Dominion President and Senior Elected
Officers.
Together, we will help set the direction for
the future of our organization.

2021 marks the 100th
anniversary of the iconic
Poppy symbol of
Remembrance
OTTAWA, ON, 6 July 2021 – One hundred
years today, the precursor to The Royal
Canadian Legion officially recognized the
Poppy as Canada’s lasting symbol of
Remembrance. A century later, the Legion is
commemorating this historic milestone.
“We are proud to be the safekeepers of
this special symbol, brought to us by a
visionary woman,” says Dominion President
Thomas D. Irvine, CD. “Every time I see a
Poppy I think of our fallen, and I thank them
for their sacrifices.”
The idea for the Remembrance Poppy
in Canada was conceived by Madame Anna
Guérin of France. She was inspired by John
McCrae’s poem “In Flanders Fields.” Anna
had originally founded a charity to help rebuild

regions of France torn apart by the First World
War, and created poppies made of fabric to
raise funds.
Later, Anna presented her concept to
France’s allies, including the precursor to The
Royal Canadian Legion, The Great War
Veterans Association. The idea was
considered at a meeting in Port Arthur,
Ontario (now Thunder Bay) and was adopted
on July 6, 1921.
The Legion’s “Poppy 100” tributes this year
include:
The offering of commemorative Poppy
pins that replicate the original 1921 lapel pin.
The release of an inspiring video that explains
the history of the Poppy as Canada’s symbol
of Remembrance.
• The creation of a unique commemorative
stamp by Canada Post slated for release this
fall.
• The creation of a unique commemorative
coin by The Royal Canadian Mint for release
this year.
• The special lighting of several Canadian
landmarks to mark the anniversary on July 6,
2021 including BC Place, the Vancouver
Convention Centre and Olympic Cauldron, the
West Edmonton Mall, the Calgary Tower, the
Regina City Hall foyer, Niagara Falls, the CN
Tower, the City of Toronto downtown sign,
and the Champlain Bridge.
A commemorative program led by Legion
representatives in Port Arthur, ON (now
Thunder Bay), where the Poppy symbol was
officially adopted in 1921.
Visit Legion.ca to learn more about
the history of the Poppy.
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Legion Supports
Purchase of Specialized
Beds for Cataract Surgery at
Soldiers’
The Royal Canadian Legion’s Ontario
Provincial Command Branches and Ladies’
Auxiliaries Charitable Foundation have
generously donated $5,700 for the purchase
of a specialized stretcher bed to improve
cataract surgeries at Orillia Soldiers’ Memorial
Hospital. Each year, more than 1,500 cataract
surgeries are performed at Soldiers’.
Surgeons can perform up to 18 cataract
surgeries in one day, making it one of the
highest volumes of procedures performed at
the Hospital. Each patient undergoing surgery
requires a specialized stretcher bed with an
intricate braking system and attachment to
ensure the patient’s head is stabilized during
the procedure. It is vital that there are enough
of these beds to meet the needs of the
community. “This donation means that we are
able to reduce wait times for this life-altering
procedure,” said Brittany Wilson,
Development Officer, OSMH Foundation. “We
care deeply about the wellbeing of our senior
community and giving sight to someone
whose vision has been compromised by
cataracts is an amazing gift to give. We are
incredibly grateful to the Royal Canadian
Legion’s Ontario Provincial Command
Branches and Ladies’ Auxiliary for this
generous donation that will significantly
improve the quality of life of our senior
population.” For the Legion’s Charitable
Foundation President, Marg Emery, this
donation is a culmination of support from
inside and outside of the organization.
“Thanks to the support of our Legion
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Branches and Ladies Auxiliaries volunteers
and the public, the Royal Canadian Legion
Charitable Foundation is able to assist
hospitals and other health facilities and take
part in improving the quality of life of our
veterans and the community at large.” Since
1997, the Royal Canadian Legion Ontario
Provincial Command Branches and Ladies’
Auxiliaries Charitable Foundation have
generously donated over $80,200 to support
Soldiers’

Steak
BBQ
The Ways and Means
Committee brings you a tasty
Steak Dinner every two weeks
starting

Friday July 23rd
at 6 p.m.
Only $15.00 per
person
Get your tickets at
the sign-in desk in
the
Tri-Service room
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Even in the midst of a pandemic certain business still has to go on and people have to
keep in touch with each other. ZOOM became a new word to everyone as meetings were
held virtually. All levels of the Legion kept in touch with each other through this modern
technology. Zone E5 met several times via Zoom as did District E and many committees.
Above are some of the participants in a recent Zone E5 ZOOM council meeting.

Guidelines
for Re-opening
Welcome Back to Branch 34
•
•
•
•
•

•

Members must be signed in at the front desk
If a person entering is not a member of
Branch 34 they must leave a phone number
On leaving members must check out at the
front desk
All persons must use hand sanitizer when
entering the branch
Masks must be worn at all times except when
seated at a table.
Physical distancing of 2 meters (6 feet) must
be observed

We regret that at this time, due to
government restrictions we are
still not able to accommodate
gatherings such as Celebrations
of Life.

Volunteers
Needed
Organizations like
Branch 34 succeed because of
the people who give freely of
their time to make things
happen.
Help is always needed and
welcomed, whether its
covering the door, helping with
the BBQ’s or Bingo, selling
draw tickets on Friday nights
or other activities.

If you can assist in anyway
please contact Laura in the
office or at
705-325-8442

JULY 2021
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Youth Education
Each year the Legion sponsors a Poster
and Literary contest on the theme of
“Remembrance” for students. Entries of
poems, essays, colour posters and black
and white posters are sent to the branches
where they are judged and prizes awarded
for the winning entries. The first place
submissions advance to judging at the
Zone competition, followed by District,
Provincial and Dominion levels. This year
Branch 34 is proud of all the students who
submitted entries but especially Malena
Wilson a grade nine student at Orillia
Secondary School whose intermediate
black and white poster placed first at
Branch 34, Zone E5, District E and then
took second place honours at the
Ontario Command competition. Because of Covid 19 restrictions and the fact that Malena
recently moved to New Brunswick we were not able to make an official presentation to her. Her
certificates and prize money were mailed to her and she forwarded this picture with her thanks.
Shown below is a copy of her winning black and white poster. We congratulate Malena on her
accomplishments
and wish her well in
her future
endeavours.
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To Honour One of Our Own
Covid – a small but unseen “occurrence” that
has taken a grip on every single person in this
world. Its very existence will go down in history,
as it's actions causing death and havoc to far
too many, and interrupted greatly our social
lives and routines. However, there is a light at
the end of the tunnel and we shall prevail! What
we did before, will be changed and a new
normal will emerge,
There are however, many who with their
dedication and care over the last two years will
be remembered, Volunteers. Everyone
volunteers to some degree, thank goodness, to
make the daily living of those around us easier.
Large or small, each and every bit, whether
recognized or not makes a difference. For our
front display, as we prepare to open our doors
to the new norm, it has been set to pay tribute to
a member within Branch 34.
Gerry Henry – served with the British
Army and probably found the seeds for helping
there. As a Legion member, Gerry assumed to
role of Colour Sergeant for Branch 34. With his
guidance, other members from the Legion
where transformed into a smart unit that has
had the privilege to lead so many parades over
the years and bringing much pride to our
Branch.
Gerry's efforts in volunteering have been
recognized for his years of service. Certificates
from the Legion have been bestowed under the
Honours and Awards provisions. Just a few
years back, he was selected for and received
the Queen's Diamond Jubilee Medal.
With over twenty years serving as Colour
Sergeant, Gerry Henry has now retired. With his
shirt and gloves now off, maybe a well deserved
rest? We recall the pride he exhibited as he led,

VET’S GAZETTE

with pay stick tucked under arm, his beret and
red sash which he proudly wore, he showed the
way. Just before he left his position, Gerry
received one more award, a crown for his
services. This one from the top! The Sovereign's
Volunteer Medal. Nominated and awarded by
our own government, the highest award for
volunteering.
The display shows the fruits of his
efforts. His uniform, the letters of
congratulations, pictures of many events he led
and the special award he received from Rama
First Nations.
I hope you take a look at these items,
appreciate one persons time and efforts. This
Branch needs each and every member to
volunteer to some degree, whatever the
position, in order to succeed in assisting our
veterans and community. Sometimes, just
paying your dues is not enough!
LEST WE FORGET
Submitted – Will Kinghorn

Simple Formula For Living
Live beneath your means.
Return everything you borrow.
Stop blaming other people.
Admit it when you make a mistake.
Give clothes not worn to charity.
Do something nice and try not to get caught.
Listen more; talk less.
Every day take a walk.
Strive for excellence, not perfection.
Be on time, don’t make excuses.
Don’t argue.
Get organized.
Be kind to unkind people.
Let someone cut ahead of you in line.
Take time to be alone.
Cultivate good manners.
Be humble.
Realize and accept that life isn’t fair.
Know when to keep your mouth shut.
Go an entire day without criticizing anyone.
Learn from the past.
Plan for the future, Live in the present.
Don’t sweat the small stuff.
It’s all small stuff.
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Branch 34 Museum
When I assumed the tasks pertaining to the
museum and its displayed items, I felt that it
was showing some age for presentation. I
wanted to improve the visibility and
information for all those items of history and
our veterans.
First, let me make one thing perfectly
clear. Without the assistance and back up of
my ideas from Larry Fenton, this project
would have stalled and taken much longer to
realize. He was there in every step, painting
display backgrounds, hanging pictures etc,
all the labour tasks I needed. So once again,
my gratitude is extended to this unsung
individual.
The Navy Room has had both display
cabinets emptied, refurbished and rearranged with most items being researched
and new tagging to indicate to the viewer
just what they are looking at. All the items
not in cabinets have been cleaned and many
pictures have been hung to make the most
of available naval history.
Vimy Room – Every item was removed as
the cabinets were painted. Those items were
then researched, labelled and placed back
into the displays to give a fresh and efficient
visual look. All the Regimental and Air Force
badges along with the German section were
researched and items were attached to new
mounting boards. The identification of items
will assist viewers to the museum without
the need for individual tour guides. My long
range vision was to invite schools to bring
classroom visitations, especially in advance
of Remembrance Day and maybe have a
veteran or Legion member conduct that tour.
Bar Section – this area received a fresh
coat of paint and some “stored” items in the
way of pictures etc. were arranged upon the
walls.
World War I Area – this is the little area in
the back corner of the Vimy Room, It was a
cubby hole, a dark and hardly noticeable
display. Fresh paint and some “on hand”
light fixtures has altered its presentation
area. There are items pertaining to WWII
but, most of the display and pictures pertain
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to the Great War. The glass display case will
house the many awarded medals that have
been donated to this Branch in memorium. A
section for the Calvary units and a special
individual presentation with letters, telegram
all dedicated to Pte, Lyttle. The entrance to
this area has been reduced on one side to
half it's height so as to offer a more visual
look into the display. The other side has
been totally removed and something special
and new has been added to enhance the
museum.
I am so pleased to be able to report, it
is finished. The two years spent was well
worth it and, in my opinion you have one of
the best if not the best Legion museums.
I have served on the Scottish Festival
Committee, been a member of the Colour
Party and mostly involved with the Museum,
all this has allowed me to make my mark in
efforts for this Branch to be recognized for
the many good deeds it performs. Now my
time here at Branch 34 is finished. I extend
my thanks for the freedom extended to me
to work on the museum and all the support
from members and staff. The Branch is
ready to welcome our members and visitors
back when permitted. Good Luck and all the
best.

Thank You!
Will Kinghorn

World War 1 Area of Museum
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The Steel Spirit
The Steel Spirit is a gallery of a variety of
artwork submissions created by Military & First
Responders (serving or retired). Barbara Brown
created The Steel Spirit in 2017 when her
husband deployed overseas for a year. Since
then, the gallery has continued to grow. In 2019
there were four galleries including one in Nova
Scotia.
For 2020, the galleries have shifted to going
online and Artist Spotlights have begun to be
printed in various papers across the country.
Mary Fielder is a retired Canadian Armed Forces
Medic who now does artwork and specializes in
military iconography. Mary joined the military in
1991. Her postings were Petawawa, Ottawa,
North Bay and Trenton. She did a tour in Bosnia
and Alert.
“During my time in the military, I was always
called upon for my artistic talent. While on tour in
Bosnia I volunteered on weekends to help
reconstruct a school. My task was to make some
large art pieces to brighten up the halls. Art has
always been a passion of mine. I love it. To me
doing artwork is like to somebody else doing
yoga. One can just relax and enjoy themselves
and wind down and think about their day while
doing something productive.” ~ Mary
After retirement from the military, she had to
figure out how to harness her love for art and
convert it into paid work. Fortunately her talents
did not go unnoticed. Through word of mouth,
she became the person to go to for personalized
pieces featuring military iconography. She has
completed everything from murals to
personalized gifts for families.
To see more of Mary’s artwork, you can visit her
website at: www.armytoartist.ca
Mary has been involved with The Steel Spirit
since 2018.
Artwork submissions by Military, First
Responder & Hospital Practitioners. The
Steel Spirit is always looking for new and
emerging artists with and without
experience, from every background and
every age. For more information or if you
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would like to be involved, please
visit: www.thesteelspirit.ca
These beautiful pieces are a small sampling of
Mary Fielder’s work. They are originally done
in colour and can be seen on her website.
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Orillia
Scottish Festival
First and foremost, the Orillia Scottish Festival
committee hopes everyone is staying healthy
and well.
The committee has been working with
the City regarding planning for events in 2021.
Given that we are still within a pandemic, the
festival this year had to be modified with our
goal being to share the dates of the Scottish
Festival in 2022 as part of the See you on the
Patio Program with the City of Orillia and to
honour our essential workers throughout
the pandemic. The circumstances moved
us in the direction of exploring new
partnerships and avenues for fundraising this
year. For Tartan Day we hosted 2 Beer
Tasting events with Couchiching Craft
Brewing Co. The event raised 750 dollars for
our Scottish Festival! Thank you to all who
participated and/or provided a donation.
As part of our modified Scottish
Festival we will be selling special edition
buttons to honour our essential workers.
The committee would like to take the
time to say thank you to Jim Campbell and
Sylvia Stark who have stepped down from the
planning of the event. Jim, as you know, has
been a long standing member and we greatly
appreciate the dedication he has had in
helping make the festival what it is and
celebrate its longevity within the community.
Sylvia, helped to further our outreach to
communities with her knowledge and work by
expanding our media plans. We wish you all
the best!
The health, safety and wellbeing of our
festival participants, vendors and patrons is
our number one priority along with all current
provincial and federal covid 19 restrictions and
guidelines. We are holding optimism in our
minds as we think about the 3rd weekend in
July of 2022 - save these dates July 15, 16,
17. We will continue to share
news regarding plans and potential
fundraisers through the Vet’s Gazette and on
our social media channels.
Please follow us on social media and our

website for updates. We are also looking for
volunteers to join the planning committee. If
you are interested, please contact the CoChairmen.
Facebook - @orilliascottishfestival
Website - scottishfestival.ca
Instagram - @orilliascottish
Twitter - @orilliascottish
Sincerely,
Angela Paylor and Carrie Dunn
Co-Chairmen Orillia Scottish Festival
Comrades,
As you must know by now Lisa and I are
selling our house and moving to an apartment
in Barrie I will no longer be on the executive
but we intend to visit the Orillia Legion
whenever we can. I do have to say it was a
great honour to serve the Legion and to work
with such a supportive group of people. I
know we will miss the camaraderie we
enjoyed so much and all the friends we made.
I wish everyone a safe and healthy future.
Yours faithfully
Bob Dimaline

Last Post
Lest We Forget
Iviney, Corporal Arthur Thomas, Royal
Canadian Air Force. Ordinary member, Branch
34, 97 years old. 04/16/2021
McEown, Pte. Robert M. Canadian Infantry
Corp, Ordinary member, Branch 34, 94 years
old. 06/27/2021
Duff, C/Supt Robert, RCMP Ordinary
Member Branch 34. 85 years old, 07/02/2021
Ness, Kenneth Charles, Associate Member
Branch 34, 83 years old. 03/03/2021
Gallant, Joseph E (Eddie) Associate
Member Branch 34, 82 years old 07/02/2021

At the going down of the sun and
in the morning
We Will Remember Them
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BRANCH #34

Financial Summary for the year ending May 31, 2021
12 Months ending
May 31, 2021

12 Months ending
May 31, 2020

Bar revenue
Cost of goods sold
Gross Bar/Kitchen profit
Gross Profit %age-bar

$ 62,271
27,707
$ 34,564
55.5%

$244,005
117,568
$126,437
51.8%

Committee revenue
Committee expenses
Committee profit(loss)

$ 6,645
5,106
$ 1,539

$ 39,382
41,442
$ (2,060)

Revenue-Ways & means
Expenses-Ways & means
Ways & means profit

$ 6,523
556
$ 5,967

$33,750
10,231
$23,519

Revenue-Normandy Room
Expenses-Normandy Room
Normandy profit

$50,174
--$50,174

$41,300
----$41,300

Member Fees-net

$19,246

$18,936

$36,919
Expenses
$64,561
25,736
40,010
$130,307

$53,239
$58,037
139,121
43,638
$240,796

$18,102

$20,575

Other Income
Building
Payroll
Administration
Total Expense
Net Profit

Cash and GICs less payables/reserves
Bingo Bank Account
Nevada Bank Account

$44,927
$ 1,200
$ 4,800
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Treasurer’s
Comments

July 7, 2021
Financial Statements May 31, 2021
Profit & Loss June 1 to May 31, 2021:
Because of the China Virus Pandemic and
the resulting shutdowns of the Branch, prior
year comparative figures have little meaning
when trying to compare year to year. Detailed
financial statements are available at the
Branch. A few financial highlights are listed
below:
1.The Branch opened on July 17, 2020 from
12:00 noon until 6:30pm daily and was
locked down on December 26, 2020 along
with Bingo. Bar sales were $62,271 for the
fiscal year. Other revenues to date were the
CECRA rent subsidy of $14,100, wage
subsidies of $60,047, Bingo/Kitchen rent of
$50,174, Ways & Means net revenue of
$5,967, net Regalia revenue of $1,813,
Donations of $9,700, Veterans Affairs Grant
of $8,000, Ontario Business grant of $7,152,
Ontario Membership rebate of $11,759 and
net Membership revenue of $19,246. Gross
profit %age of sales is 55.5%.
2. The Geneva Bingo and Trail Walk Catering
opened on August 7, 2020 with capacity
limited to 50 patrons and closed on
December 15, 2020. The Legion received
CECRA rent subsidies of $14,100 to
September 30, 2020. The Legion received
$12,675 in rent for September to December
31, 2020. Bingo rent subsidy grants of
$23,399 for January to May 31 were received.
3. Monthly building and administration costs
are averaging $8,700 per month. Monthly
wages averaged $7,150 per month. Wage
subsidy averaged $5,004/month or 70% of
wages paid.
4. The Legion had a profit of $18,102 for the
twelve months ended May 31, 2021
compared with a profit of $20,575 in 2020.
The Legion received $11,759 for Ontario
Membership rebate.
Balance Sheet-May 31, 2021:
1. Retained earnings at May 31, 2021 were
$82,270.
2. Cash on hand was $154,029.
3. Accounts payable & reserve liabilities were
$109,102 leaving a net cash balance of
$44,927 at May 31, 2021.
4. The Bingo and Nevada bank accounts

have a balance of $6,000.
Government Grants;
CEWS- This is a wage subsidy grant, which
terminated September 26, 2020, where up to
85% of the wages of the employees, who
were not laid off, were recovered from the
Government if revenues have dropped at
least 30% from the previous year. The
Government extended the wage subsidy from
September 27, 2020 through to December 19,
2020 for up to 65% recovery of wages and
then again extended the wage subsidy from
December 20, 2020 to June 2021 and again
until September 25, 2021 on a decreasing
percentage recovery. Under this Plan, to May
31, 2021 the Legion recovered 70% of wages
paid.
July 7, 2021 (2)
CECRA/CERS- This was a rent subsidy for
landlords of 50% of the rents paid by their
tenants (Geneva Bingo & Trail Walk
Catering). We have received all of the
subsidies allowed under this subsidy that
ended in September 2020. The Legion
received rent from Nevada Bingo for October
through December 2020 but full rent from the
caterer may not be received due to reduced
revenues. Legion lessees claimed rent
subsidies under CERS and the Legion
received $23,399 for rent from January
through May, 2021.
VETERAN ORGANIZATION EMERGENCY
SUPPORT FUND/CAPITAL GRANTS- The
Branch received a $4,000 Grant to cover the
auditor’s fees in reporting on the May 31,
2020 financial statements so the Branch
could apply for an Ontario Trillium Grant to
replace the Branch’s HVAC system and the
Grant was approved in April in the amount of
$149,250 of which $119,400 was received in
May 2021. A $25,000 Horizon Grant to
replace the Normandy Room air conditioner
was received in March 2021.
ONTARIO SMALL BUSINESS GRANT- The
Branch has applied for this Grant that will
recover taxes and utilities from December 26,
2020 until lock down is over. We received
$7,152 to May 31, 2021 and are hoping to
receive an additional $10,000 under this
Grant.

Continued on page 14
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Continued from page 13
PIB/AVIVA INSURANCE-The Orillia Legion
filed notice of a Business Interruption Claim
with limits up to $50,000 and Dominion
Command’s class action lawsuit is approved
to go forward.
REOPENING THE BRANCH:
The Branch was reopened on July 17, 2020.
The Branch was shutdown on December
15, 2020.
1. Opening hours are 12:00PM to 6:30PM-7
days a week. A weekly 50/50 Toonie draw
started October 2, 2020 and is drawn
every Friday when the Legion is open.
2. The use of pool tables began on August
28, 2020 and Monday to Friday night darts
began on September 14, 2020. Meat darts
started on Saturday, November 7, 2020 at
1:00PM.
3. Members and guest will be admitted in the
Legion through the main Entrance. Masks
must be worn and can be removed only while
eating or drinking. A list of rules for Members
during this Virus problem will be posted.
Smokers to use designated space beside
Main Entrance and on patio. Everyone
entering the Branch must sign in for contact
tracing purposes.
The Legion’s average monthly costs are
approx. $8,700 and the 12-month average
wage cost net of wage recovery is $2,145.
The bar sales were averaging $500 daily or
$15,000/month until the December 15th
shutdown. Gross profit on bar sales to date
was 55.5%; Bingo and Catering rents
received in May were $23,399 for January
through May, 2021. May 2021 building and
administrative costs were $9,262, net wage
cost was $2,158, Ontario Member rebate was
$11,759 and Member/donation/other revenue
of $7,204 resulted in a May profit of $30,942.
The CEWS wage subsidy and the CERS
subsidy will continue until September 2021.
Respectively submitted,
Brian Robertson
Treasurer

Veterans Services
Attention!
Veterans, Current and Former Members of
the Canadian Armed Forces, RCMP,
Spouses, Survivors and Dependents
You may qualify for benefits!
You do not need to be a member of The Royal
Canadian Legion to apply or to receive
assistance from our Legion Service
Officers. The Legion is here to assist you with
completing claim forms through Veterans
Affairs Canada, providing guidance and
assistance with the navigation of potential
benefits, as well as acting as a referral agent
to supports available to the Veteran
Community. This assistance is free of charge
and all possibilities can be discussed.
We offer assistance to Veterans, Still Serving
Members of the Canadian Armed Forces,
RCMP and/or their dependents to make you
aware of and potentially obtain government
support from Veterans Affairs Canada. You
may not be receiving all the benefits to which
you are entitled! That assistance can be
sought through the Legion Service Bureau at
no charge!
If you know a veteran who may qualify for
assistance please contact the Branch 34
Service Officer Peter DeVillers ar 705-3262198

Bingo
Returns Wednesdays,
Fridays and Saturdays
starting July 21

with numbers limited to 70 players
If you would like volunteer contact
the Branch office at 705-325-8442
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Editorial
Seems like we have been here before,
welcoming members back to the branch after
a long lock-down. I hope you all stayed
active and safe during the closure. I know
that many of our members have already had
two shots of the Covid Vaccine.
Hopefully things will begin to get back
to normal but for the initial re-opening
members and guests will still have to sign in
at the front door. Please be kind to the
volunteers who are assisting with this job. If
you are interested in helping with this or any
other activity please let Laura know.
We are losing three of our very
dedicated volunteers. Bob and Lisa Dimaline
are moving to Barrie. Bob has been on the
executive for several years and was our Sick
and Visiting chairman, carried colours in the
colour party and was President of the Core of
34 for some time. His wife Lisa volunteered
often, most recently at the steak BBQ’s.
Although they promise to come back to visit,
they will be missed.
We will also miss Will Kinghorn who is
moving to the east coast. Although fairly new
to the executive of Branch 34 Will was also
involved with the colour party, the Scottish
Festival and served the last couple of years
as our house chairman. He is basically
responsible, along with Larry Fenton, for all
the work that has recently been done around
the branch, in the museum and for the
wonderful window displays in the lobby. We
will miss his smiling face at the door on
Friday nights. We thank these comrades for
their dedication to the branch and for all of
their hard work. We wish them good health
and much happiness in the future. Stay safe.
Yours in comradeship,
Kate Palmer,
Editor

Did you ever wonder…..
Why doesn't Tarzan have a beard when he lives
in the jungle without a razor?
Why do we press harder on a remote control
when we know the batteries are flat?
Why do banks charge a fee on 'insufficient
funds' when they know there is not enough?
Why does someone believe you when you say
there are four billion stars, but check when you
say the paint is wet?
Whose idea was it to put an 'S' in the word
'lisp'?
What is the speed of darkness?
Why is it that people say they 'slept like a
baby' when babies wake up every two hours?
Do married people live longer than single ones
or does it only seem longer?
How is it that we put man on the moon before
we figured out it would be a good idea to put
wheels on luggage?
Why do people pay to go up tall buildings and
then put money in binoculars to look at things
on the ground?
Who was the first person to look at a cow and
say, 'I think I'll squeeze these pink dangly
things here, and drink whatever comes out?'
Why is there a light in the fridge and not in the
freezer?

Thank You
All front line workers:
Doctors nurses
PSW’S
pharmacists
hospital custodians, hospital dietary staff
fire department paramedics
long term care staff
grocery store worker
truckers
fast food workers
military personnel
farmers
postal workers delivery people
And all others who continue to help
keep us safe !

Special thanks to all of the people
working at the Covid vaccine and
testing centres

