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In Flanders Fields 
In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row,  
That mark our place: and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
 We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow 
Loved, and were loved and now we 

lie in Flanders fields. 

 
Take up our quarrel with the foe, 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies 

grow In Flanders Fields. 
Col John McCrae 

R o y a l  C a n a d i a n  L e g i o n ,  O r i l l i a ,  B r a n c h  3 4 
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Vetõs Gazette 

Thanks to Comrade Will Kinghorn for creating this wonderful display in the display case in 
the main foyer of our branch.  Read about in on Page 4 of this issue of The Vetôs Gazette. 
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Branch Officers 

President  - Bob Thomas                               705-325-4695 

Immediate Past President Chuck Penny       705-955-2548 

1st Vice President -  Rick Purcell                  705-330-4815 

2nd Vice President  -  

Treasurer  - Brian Robertson           705-327-1825 

  
John Cropper             705-325-0580 

Neville Gale             705-326-1312 

Bob Dimaline             705-259-0591 

Rob McCron              705-687-7390 

Ralph Bernard             705-259-0931 

Annette Mathias                           705-955-1046 

Jackie Verbeek             647-607-9071 

Will Kinghorn             705-259-3232 

Padre Gerry McMillan                               705-329-0338 

Padre      Terry Bennett            705-329-0289 

Padre Tony Rennett                      705-329-0289 

Padre      Mathew Trottier 

Sergeant-at-Arms  - Ron Wood                     705-327-8686 

Colour Sergeant  -  Gerry Henry 

Service Bureau ï Peter DeVillers                  705-326-2198 

 

Committee 

Poppy ï John Cropper 

Membership  -  Annette Mathias 

House - Will Kinghorn 

Sports   - Neville Gale. 

Ways and Means - Ralph Bernard 

Seniors  - Jackie Verbeek 

PRO  - Rob McCron 

Youth Education  -  Kate Palmer  

Track & Field  -  Jamie McIsaac 

Bingo, Air Cadets, Minor Ball ï Rick Purcell 

  Soldiersô Memorial Hospital  - Chuck Penny 

 

Office Personnel 
Administrator                                               Laura Simpson 

Office            705-325-8442 

Bar                                        705-325-1266 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Events 
Scottish Festival Carrie Dunn               

        Angela Paylor             705-323-9759 

 

Special Committees Chairpersons 
Legion Crest Complex    Angela Paylor  705-323-9759 

Pipe Band Manager  Linda Buchanan    705-326-5470  

Sick & Visiting                Bob Dimaline     705-259-0591 

 

 

                  

Ladies Auxiliary Officers 
President  -  Brenda Watt  705-325-8104 

 Immediate Past President   

Theresa Bernard   705-259-0931 

1st Vice President  - Bev Brennan 705-331-3195 

2nd Vice President  - Sherry Campbell 705-715-8861 

Secretary  -  Sick & Visiting           Bev Brennan                        

705-331-3195    

Treasurer  -  Carol Macksey  705-644-4020 

Sergeant-at-Arms  Sandra Evans   705-915-1036 

Membership  -  Annette Mathias 705-955-1046 

Sports Officer  - Brenda Watt 705-325-8104 

Executive 

Funeral Lunches  Cathy Wackett  705-325-7874 

Monday Cards  -  Theresa Bernard   705-259-0931 

Soup & Sandwich Lunctheons  -                                  Deb Stanton  

- 705-325-4240 

Ways and Means Convener, Retirements, Birthdays, Anniver-

saries, Small weddings                                          - Dorothy Cotter 

705-955-1884 

Craft ShowðCandy Cashen 705-826-7907 and Sherry Campbell 

705-715-8861 

Phoning Captain  - Sharon Ross 

 

Address Vetôs Gazette Correspondence to:                            

Kate Palmer, Royal Canadian Legion Branch 34            

215 Mississaga St. E., Orillia ON. L3V 1W2                

Phone (705) 325-8442 Fax (705) 325-3758 

Our email address is:                                                         

royalcdnlg34@rogers.com                                                  

Our Web Site is http://www.orillialegion.com 

 

 

mailto:royalacdnlg34@rogers.com
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Presidentôs Message 
Comrades  

H  
ereôs hoping you are all well and 
surviving the pandemic. The branch 
closed on March 17

th
 and reopened 

on July 17th. 

Our numbers have been disappointing since 
we reopened. A couple of times, we reached 
over 50 for a day, but mostly in the 25 to 30 
range. Bingo has started up again, with the 
numbers reaching 50 most nights. Darts  
started in September, with the women playing 
on Monday, the men on Tuesdays and the 
mixed, because of their numbers (more than 
50) on Thursdays and Fridays. The branch 
closes at 6:30 p.m. and reopens at 7 for darts. 
We will still do the monitoring of people 
entering the branch, but the dart leagues will 
supply the volunteers  to do it.         
 We have done a robo  call system to 
call our members to inform them about the 
early-bird campaign for their dues and other 
events at the branch.  It is working very well 
and has been keeping Annette very busy. As 
of September 19th.  over 298 members have 
come in to pay their dues. 

 On September 19 we hosted the Zone 
Convention which 32 members attended. The 
District council and presidentôs meeting was 
held on October 3 & 4. Because of the 
restrictions on how many can be in the branch 
it, will was by invitation only.  

 I also what to thank all the volunteers 
who have given up their time to man the door 
for screening members and guests entering 
the branch, during these trying times. One of 
the things I've always said, that this branch 
survives, because of our volunteers. Once 
again thankyou.  Thanks also to Ralph and his 
crew for running the four very successful 
Friday night BBQôs in August and September.  
Itôs nice to see so many people enjoying the 
branch. 
 
Please stay well. Yours in comradeship 

Bob Thomas  

President Branch34     

 
 

Be an  
Early Bird 
Pay your 
2021 Dues 

 

NOW 
 $55 until 

November 30 

$60.00 from            
December 1 to         
December 31 

$65 after  

December 31 
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Window Display 

T 

he display case in the front foyer of 

Branch 34 has been arranged to 

honour an Orillia man who was 

responsible for the return home of 

two ñMemorial Silver Crossesò and medals to 

be preserved and in a place of honour, here at 

Branch 34.     

 Keith H. Evans was born December 2, 

1932.  His father, Harrison Evans served in 

WW II with the Royal Canadian Air Force and 

also with the Royal Canadian Artillery.  His 

uncle, Leonard Fry enlisted with the CEF WW 

1 and served with 142nd, 4th, 23rd and 18th 

battalions.  His daughter and son-in-law both 

served with the RCAF and retired with 20 and 

30 years of service respectively.  Military and 

respect for those who have served was 

obviously a big part 

of his life. Keith was 

the ñanonymous 

benefactorò, a man 

the newspapers 

called a ñMystery 

Manò.  With much 

effort behind the 

scenes after 

hearing that these medals and crosses were 

being presented on E-Bay for sale in British 

Columbia he made arrangements to 

personally purchase them for over $1,000.00.  

He researched the 

two servicemen: Sgt. 

William Howard Clark 

and Flight Lt. Elmer 

Oscar Richards and 

tried to find families to 

return them to without 

success.  

 In the end, 

without publicity , he 

donated them to Branch 34 in 2008. 

  

 It is with the permission of his family, 

Dianne Evans (wife), MWO B. Wilson and 

MWO J. Hart, that we are now allowed the 

privilege to bring to light the efforts of Keith 

and present this display to his honour.   All of 

the items on display have been loaned or 

donated by the family with our thanks. 

  

 

Venison for dinner again?  Oh deer!  

 

I changed my iPodôs name to Titanic, Itôs 

syncing now 

 

Iôm reading a book about anti-gravity.  I just 

canôt put it down. 

 

When you get a bladder infection, urine 

trouble. 

 

Broken pencils are pointless. 

 

Velcro, what a rip off! 

 

I did a theatrical performance about puns.  It 

was a play on words 

 

England has no kidney bank, but it does have 

a Liverpool. 
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    Ladies Auxiliary 

Presidentôs Report 
Comrades, 

O 
nce again when Kate asked for a 

report I was stumped.  What is 

there to report on?  The L.A. has 

not been busy.   I am told that 

we can have meetings now but I would have 

to hold them in the afternoon, masks on, and 

with the case numbers of Covid 19 on the 

rise is it worth it?  I really donôt think so. 

 Last year at this time we had 

completed 27 functions not counting our 

monthly Soup and Sandwich lunches.  We 

still had eight more in the book that we had to 

cancel.  We were busy.   

 My question is this ñcan the Ladies 

Auxiliary survive this pandemic? Or like so 

many auxiliaries across Ontario be forced to 

give up their charter.ò   

 My hope is we will come back stronger 

but we will need new young members with 

lots of new ideas, just like when we joined.

 I am sad to report that we will lose two 

of our auxiliaries in our zone this year. 

 So in the words of Lord Byron, 

ñAlways laugh when you can. It is cheap 

medicine.ò 

Yours in comradeship,                             

Brenda Watt                                       

President, Branch 34 Ladies Auxiliary 

 

No matter how much you push the envelope, 

itôs still stationery. 

I put my grandma on speed dial.  I call that 

Instagram. 

Stealing someoneôs coffee is called mugging. 

 

Poppy 

T 

hings remain in 
a state of flux 
with the Poppy 
Committee as 

we go day to day waiting for word as to how 
we can safely conduct our annual Poppy 
Campaign.  We just learned  that Dr. Gardner 
of the Simcoe County District Health Unit is 
recommending that Tag Days NOT be held 
this year.  The City of Orillia will comply with 
his suggestions and as such will not allow 
Poppy Tag Days. This will not prohibit the 
citizens of Orillia from wearing a Poppy. 

 Poppies will still be available at 
various businesses throughout the city and 
we encourage everyone to make a donation 
wherever they see one of our countertop 
boxes.      
 We were sad to have to cancel our 
annual Veterans Dinner this year but hope 
that maybe sometime in the spring of 2021 
we can invite area veterans to a luncheon or 
dinner.     
 With everything that is going on our 
Service Officer, Peter DeVillers, remains 
busy looking after the needs of our veterans.  
He does an amazing job. 

   Last Post 
Lest We Forget 

Girard, David Lester, Army, WW II,    
Ordinary member, Branch 34, 104 years 
old. 07/30/2020 

 

Elliott, Sergeant George A., WW II      
Ordinary member, Branch 34, 94 years 
old. 08/04/2020 
At the going down of the sun     

and in the morning                     
We Will Remember Them 
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Ways and  

Means 
             

H  
ello comrades, I hope you all had 
a good summer with the 
lockdowns and all. I finely have 
something to report.  We  had four 

successful BBQs in the last two months. All 
sold out with a limit of sixty-six tickets 
because of Covid 19 restrictions.  A whole 
new experience to maintain proper 
distancing and face masks. Thanks to all 
that cooperated.  These events could not 
have been possible without a very good 
group of volunteers my sincere thanks to 

all.

 We also held a Raffle for a framed 
jersey of Toronto Blue Jays player Bo 
Bichette that was kindly donated to the 
Branch by Labattôs Breweries. The draw 
was held October 1, 2020 and the winner 
was Ann Crowther. 
 

Respectfully submitted 

Ralph Bernard  

Ways and means chairman. 

 

 

 

 

Toonie Draw 

T 

he Branch has initiated a new 

Toonie 50/50 Draw.  This will be 

a weekly draw, replacing the old 

daily quarter draw and the old 

weekly Loonie Draw.  The time frame runs 

from Friday to Thursday with the draw being 

made every Friday morning.  The sheet will 

be available to sign daily from noon until 

6:30 p.m. Please be sure that your name 

is legible.  The money that was in the 

quarter and loonie pots when the branch 

went into lockdown in March will start off  

this new draw.  Please remember to sign in 

once a week. You must sign in yourself. 

We would like to say thanks to Bob 

Pillsworth who did a wonderful job 

refinishishing all of our wooden draw boxes 

for the 50/50 draws. Thank you , thank 

you, thank you ! ! ! 
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District Seminars 

E 
very year the District holds 

seminars for the various 

committees to bring the members 

of the district up to date on 

changes that many have occurred and to 

refresh their memories as we start another 

season.  Because of the restrictions as to 

how many people could meet at one time the 

seminars were scaled down and held over 

one weekend instead of two with Zones E2 

and E3 attending on a Saturday (one in the 

morning , the other in the afternoon and the 

same format for Zones  E4 and E5 on 

Sunday.  It meant that each District    

chairman had to present their seminar four 

times.  Congratulations to: Shawn 

McKinlay, membership: Judy Giovanetti, 

Poppy; Donna Chamberlain, Youth 

Education and Betty Smith, Bursary on a 

job well done 

 

Top Photo: Zone E5 Commander and District E Bursary Chairman Betty Smith answers questions during 
the Bursary Seminary.  Bottom Photo, Branch 34 Membership Chairman Annette Mathias talks with Zone 
E5 Membership Chairman Mary Henn and Branch 507 MacTier President and Zone E5 Sports Officer 

Bruce Henn prior to the start of the four seminars she attended with Kate Palmer 


