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Vet’s Gazette

Thanks to Comrade Will Kinghorn for creating this wonderful display in the display case in
the main foyer of our branch. Read about in on Page 4 of this issue of The Vet’s Gazette.

In Flanders Fields
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place: and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow
Loved, and were loved and now we
lie in Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe,
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies
grow In Flanders Fields.
Col John McCrae
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Special Events

Branch Officers
President - Bob Thomas

705-325-4695

Immediate Past President Chuck Penny

705-955-2548

1st Vice President - Rick Purcell

705-330-4815

2nd Vice President -

Scottish Festival Carrie Dunn
Angela Paylor

705-323-9759

Special Committees Chairpersons
Legion Crest Complex Angela Paylor 705-323-9759
Pipe Band Manager Linda Buchanan 705-326-5470
Sick & Visiting
Bob Dimaline 705-259-0591

Treasurer - Brian Robertson

705-327-1825

John Cropper

705-325-0580

Neville Gale

705-326-1312

Bob Dimaline

705-259-0591

Rob McCron

705-687-7390

Ralph Bernard

705-259-0931

President - Brenda Watt 705-325-8104

Annette Mathias

705-955-1046

Immediate Past President

Jackie Verbeek

647-607-9071

Theresa Bernard 705-259-0931

Will Kinghorn

705-259-3232

1st Vice President - Bev Brennan 705-331-3195

Padre

Gerry McMillan

705-329-0338

Padre

Terry Bennett

705-329-0289

Padre

Tony Rennett

705-329-0289

Padre

Mathew Trottier

Sergeant-at-Arms - Ron Wood

705-327-8686

2nd Vice President - Sherry Campbell 705-715-8861
Secretary - Sick & Visiting

Bev Brennan

705-331-3195
Treasurer - Carol Macksey 705-644-4020
Sergeant-at-Arms Sandra Evans 705-915-1036

Colour Sergeant - Gerry Henry
Service Bureau – Peter DeVillers

Ladies Auxiliary Officers

705-326-2198

Membership - Annette Mathias 705-955-1046
Sports Officer - Brenda Watt 705-325-8104

Committee

Executive

Poppy – John Cropper
Membership - Annette Mathias
House - Will Kinghorn
Sports - Neville Gale.
Ways and Means - Ralph Bernard
Seniors - Jackie Verbeek
PRO - Rob McCron
Youth Education - Kate Palmer
Track & Field - Jamie McIsaac
Bingo, Air Cadets, Minor Ball – Rick Purcell
Soldiers’ Memorial Hospital - Chuck Penny

Office Personnel

Funeral Lunches Cathy Wackett 705-325-7874
Monday Cards - Theresa Bernard 705-259-0931
Soup & Sandwich Lunctheons -

Deb Stanton

- 705-325-4240
Ways and Means Convener, Retirements, Birthdays, Anniversaries, Small weddings

- Dorothy Cotter
705-955-1884

Craft Show—Candy Cashen 705-826-7907 and Sherry Campbell
705-715-8861
Phoning Captain - Sharon Ross

Administrator

Laura Simpson

Office

705-325-8442

Bar

705-325-1266

Address Vet’s Gazette Correspondence to:
Kate Palmer, Royal Canadian Legion Branch 34
215 Mississaga St. E., Orillia ON. L3V 1W2
Phone (705) 325-8442 Fax (705) 325-3758
Our email address is:
royalcdnlg34@rogers.com
Our Web Site is http://www.orillialegion.com
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President’s Message
Comrades
ere’s hoping you are all well and
surviving the pandemic. The branch
closed on March 17th and reopened
on July 17th.
Our numbers have been disappointing since
we reopened. A couple of times, we reached
over 50 for a day, but mostly in the 25 to 30
range. Bingo has started up again, with the
numbers reaching 50 most nights. Darts
started in September, with the women playing
on Monday, the men on Tuesdays and the
mixed, because of their numbers (more than
50) on Thursdays and Fridays. The branch
closes at 6:30 p.m. and reopens at 7 for darts.
We will still do the monitoring of people
entering the branch, but the dart leagues will
supply the volunteers to do it.
We have done a robo call system to
call our members to inform them about the
early-bird campaign for their dues and other
events at the branch. It is working very well
and has been keeping Annette very busy. As
of September 19th. over 298 members have
come in to pay their dues.
On September 19 we hosted the Zone
Convention which 32 members attended. The
District council and president’s meeting was
held on October 3 & 4. Because of the
restrictions on how many can be in the branch
it, will was by invitation only.
I also what to thank all the volunteers
who have given up their time to man the door
for screening members and guests entering
the branch, during these trying times. One of
the things I've always said, that this branch
survives, because of our volunteers. Once
again thankyou. Thanks also to Ralph and his
crew for running the four very successful
Friday night BBQ’s in August and September.
It’s nice to see so many people enjoying the
branch.

H

Please stay well. Yours in comradeship
Bob Thomas
President Branch34
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Be an
Early Bird
Pay your
2021 Dues

NOW
$55 until
November 30
$60.00 from
December 1 to
December 31
$65 after
December 31
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Window Display

T

he display case in the front foyer of
Branch 34 has been arranged to
honour an Orillia man who was
responsible for the return home of
two “Memorial Silver Crosses” and medals to
be preserved and in a place of honour, here at
Branch 34.
Keith H. Evans was born December 2,
1932. His father, Harrison Evans served in
WW II with the Royal Canadian Air Force and
also with the Royal Canadian Artillery. His
uncle, Leonard Fry enlisted with the CEF WW
1 and served with 142nd, 4th, 23rd and 18th
battalions. His daughter and son-in-law both
served with the RCAF and retired with 20 and
30 years of service respectively. Military and
respect for those who have served was
obviously a big part
of his life. Keith was
the “anonymous
benefactor”, a man
the newspapers
called a “Mystery
Man”. With much
effort behind the
scenes after
hearing that these medals and crosses were
being presented on E-Bay for sale in British
Columbia he made arrangements to
personally purchase them for over $1,000.00.
He researched the
two servicemen: Sgt.
William Howard Clark
and Flight Lt. Elmer
Oscar Richards and
tried to find families to
return them to without
success.
In the end,
without publicity , he
donated them to Branch 34 in 2008.
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It is with the permission of his family,
Dianne Evans (wife), MWO B. Wilson and
MWO J. Hart, that we are now allowed the
privilege to bring to light the efforts of Keith
and present this display to his honour. All of
the items on display have been loaned or
donated by the family with our thanks.

Venison for dinner again? Oh deer!

I changed my iPod’s name to Titanic, It’s
syncing now

I’m reading a book about anti-gravity. I just
can’t put it down.

When you get a bladder infection, urine
trouble.

Broken pencils are pointless.

Velcro, what a rip off!

I did a theatrical performance about puns. It
was a play on words

England has no kidney bank, but it does have
a Liverpool.
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Ladies Auxiliary
President’s Report
Comrades,

O

nce again when Kate asked for a
report I was stumped. What is
there to report on? The L.A. has
not been busy. I am told that
we can have meetings now but I would have
to hold them in the afternoon, masks on, and
with the case numbers of Covid 19 on the
rise is it worth it? I really don’t think so.
Last year at this time we had
completed 27 functions not counting our
monthly Soup and Sandwich lunches. We
still had eight more in the book that we had to
cancel. We were busy.
My question is this “can the Ladies
Auxiliary survive this pandemic? Or like so
many auxiliaries across Ontario be forced to
give up their charter.”
My hope is we will come back stronger
but we will need new young members with
lots of new ideas, just like when we joined.
I am sad to report that we will lose two
of our auxiliaries in our zone this year.
So in the words of Lord Byron,
“Always laugh when you can. It is cheap
medicine.”
Yours in comradeship,
Brenda Watt
President, Branch 34 Ladies Auxiliary

No matter how much you push the envelope,
it’s still stationery.
I put my grandma on speed dial. I call that
Instagram.
Stealing someone’s coffee is called mugging.
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Poppy

T

hings remain in
a state of flux
with the Poppy
Committee as
we go day to day waiting for word as to how
we can safely conduct our annual Poppy
Campaign. We just learned that Dr. Gardner
of the Simcoe County District Health Unit is
recommending that Tag Days NOT be held
this year. The City of Orillia will comply with
his suggestions and as such will not allow
Poppy Tag Days. This will not prohibit the
citizens of Orillia from wearing a Poppy.
Poppies will still be available at
various businesses throughout the city and
we encourage everyone to make a donation
wherever they see one of our countertop
boxes.
We were sad to have to cancel our
annual Veterans Dinner this year but hope
that maybe sometime in the spring of 2021
we can invite area veterans to a luncheon or
dinner.
With everything that is going on our
Service Officer, Peter DeVillers, remains
busy looking after the needs of our veterans.
He does an amazing job.

Last Post
Lest We Forget
Girard, David Lester, Army, WW II,
Ordinary member, Branch 34, 104 years
old. 07/30/2020
Elliott, Sergeant George A., WW II
Ordinary member, Branch 34, 94 years
old. 08/04/2020

At the going down of the sun
and in the morning
We Will Remember Them
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Ways and
Means

H

ello comrades, I hope you all had
a good summer with the
lockdowns and all. I finely have
something to report. We had four
successful BBQs in the last two months. All
sold out with a limit of sixty-six tickets
because of Covid 19 restrictions. A whole
new experience to maintain proper
distancing and face masks. Thanks to all
that cooperated. These events could not
have been possible without a very good
group of volunteers my sincere thanks to
all.

Toonie Draw

T

he Branch has initiated a new
Toonie 50/50 Draw. This will be
a weekly draw, replacing the old
daily quarter draw and the old
weekly Loonie Draw. The time frame runs
from Friday to Thursday with the draw being
made every Friday morning. The sheet will
be available to sign daily from noon until
6:30 p.m. Please be sure that your name
is legible. The money that was in the
quarter and loonie pots when the branch
went into lockdown in March will start off
this new draw. Please remember to sign in
once a week. You must sign in yourself.

We also held a Raffle for a framed
jersey of Toronto Blue Jays player Bo
Bichette that was kindly donated to the
Branch by Labatt’s Breweries. The draw
was held October 1, 2020 and the winner
was Ann Crowther.
Respectfully submitted
Ralph Bernard
Ways and means chairman.

We would like to say thanks to Bob
Pillsworth who did a wonderful job
refinishishing all of our wooden draw boxes
for the 50/50 draws. Thank you , thank
you, thank you ! ! !
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District Seminars

E

very year the District holds
seminars for the various
committees to bring the members
of the district up to date on
changes that many have occurred and to
refresh their memories as we start another
season. Because of the restrictions as to
how many people could meet at one time the
seminars were scaled down and held over
one weekend instead of two with Zones E2
and E3 attending on a Saturday (one in the
morning , the other in the afternoon and the
same format for Zones E4 and E5 on
Sunday. It meant that each District
chairman had to present their seminar four
times. Congratulations to: Shawn
McKinlay, membership: Judy Giovanetti,
Poppy; Donna Chamberlain, Youth
Education and Betty Smith, Bursary on a
job well done

Top Photo: Zone E5 Commander and District E Bursary Chairman Betty Smith answers questions during
the Bursary Seminary. Bottom Photo, Branch 34 Membership Chairman Annette Mathias talks with Zone
E5 Membership Chairman Mary Henn and Branch 507 MacTier President and Zone E5 Sports Officer
Bruce Henn prior to the start of the four seminars she attended with Kate Palmer
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A SPECIAL MEMBERSHIP
RENEWAL
On Friday September 25th, our Branch 34, had
the privilege to bring into membership, a
veteran who is 95 years old. He came with full
Legion attire and proudly wore it with an array
of medals awarded for his service to his
country. “Sir” Harold Rowden.
Comrade Rowden received one of
France's highest honours. The rank of “Knight
of the French National Order of the Legion of
Honour” which now warrants the address of
“Sir.” It is equivalent to the Order of Canada.
Harold “Rowdy” Rowden was born and
raised in Port Hope in 1924 and was the 2nd
oldest of 6 brothers. With the onset of World
War II in 1939, at the age of 15 he went to
enlist. Being a good sized lad, he stood in
front of the doctor and when asked his age
stated “18 Sir”... he was accepted. Just before
being shipped out however, someone
squealed on him and he was out! But in
London at the age of 18 years old he did enlist
and became a dispatch/messenger riding
Harley Davidsons and Norton motor bikes
through German held territory for the Royal
Canadian Artillery. He tells of the time, a
friend and officer Major Jim Crutcher and him
were blown off their bikes by a German 88
shell. When he came to, he found the Major
with a severe neck wound. He quickly field
dressed the wound without knowing how hard
to press for fear of choking him. The stretcher
bearers finally arrived and took over but he
never saw him again during the war. He
searched cemeteries for a marker but never
found a trace. One day, walking along a street
in Toronto he met up with, non other than
Jim...first words exchanged...”You saved my
life”. They were friends united again, for many
years. When I comments about the incident,
Harold, calmly replied, It was just something
we did in those days.
These days, Harold lives in a flat by
himself, drives his car and is as spry as ever.
He has talked to churches and schools as a
veteran, educating the youth of war. His
message is “We have to stop these wars”.
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When he talks he always maintains a very
humble personable attitude.
I began our meeting with a nervous
apprehension as to how to conduct myself.
How do I address this Knight? What questions
should I ask without offending and how to
react to what he was saying. In the thirty five
minute session, he so quickly relieved all my
concerns with his “down to earth” easy going
attitude.
When you see him at the Branch, make
sure you say hello! Rowdy will be a highlight
of your day.
Maybe in the future, I hope to chat with
him and have the opportunity to share with
you.
Sir Harold Rowden, Thank You, for
your ongoing service to our youth regarding
the wars and for your actual service during
them. We are grateful for all our Veterans and
especially to those who sacrificed their lives,
never to return home.
LEST WE FORGET
Submitted by Will Kinghorn

Branch 34 President Bob Thomas , left, and
membership chairman Annette Mathias, right
welcomed new Branch 34 member Sir Harold
Rowden when he attended a recent steak
BBQ at the branch.

OCTOBER 2020

The following essay was written by Emma
Spezzano when she was a Grade 8 student at
Monsignor Lee Catholic School. It took first
place honours at the Branch 34 Intermediate
Essay contest in 2019 and placed second at the
Zone E5 contest. In the essay she writes about
our new member, 95 year old Harold Rowden.
(P.S. Emma is the daughter of our bar steward
Nikki)

November eleventh is the day every year that we
honour the men and women who fought for our
country, our freedom and our chance for a better
tomorrow. Most adults worry that these days we
children are too caught up in our social lives to think
about this day we call Remembrance Day. As a
teenager I can say that Remembrance Day isn’t just
some other ordinary day. It’s the day we take into
thought our loved ones who fought and risked their
lives for our future.
A couple of days ago I was lucky enough to
sit down and talk to a veteran of WW2. His name is
Harold Rowden. He was just over 14 years old
when he was fighting for our country and I think
that it is beyond amazing, that is nearly my age and
I could never imagine what it was like being a
teenager and being in a deadly battle between
countries from all around the world. While I was
asking him questions he handed me a newspaper
article. Not too long ago he went to France to talk
about his experience in the war. Harold doesn’t like
to talk too much about his time serving in the war “I
can answer many questions but there’s no glory in
killing a man, you try and get it out of your mind,”
he said in the newspaper article. Harold is now in
his 90’s and doesn’t look a day over 60. He comes
into my mom’s work almost every morning and
orders a coffee. I only met him for about five
minutes and I immediately know he’s one of the
nicest people I’ve ever met.
What is a Poppy? A
Poppy isn’t just an ordinary flower, it’s a symbol
which we wear over our hearts to remember the
fallen soldiers in war who fought for us. What does
a Poppy mean to me? I think a Poppy is a special
object. Every year when I wear a Poppy on my shirt
I feel so proud is, proud of the men and women for
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what they did for us. Remembrance Day an
extremely important day for many important
reasons and I think by wearing a Poppy it shows

City of Orillia and
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 34

Remembrance
Day
Memorial
Service
Wednesday
November 11
The public is encouraged
to watch the ceremony on
Rogers Cable T.V.
Government Officials and
Royal Canadian Legion and
Army Navy Air Force
representatives will lay
wreaths

THERE WILL NOT BE
A PARADE THIS YEAR
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BBQ VOLUNTEERS

OCTOBER 2020

On page 10 are pictures of most of the
volunteers who worked so hard to make the
Friday night BBQ’s a huge success. Covid 19
restricted the numbers allowed but they were
all sell-outs—and they sold out fast. Top left:
Chef’s extraordinaire Bill Stenton and Ralph
Bernard. Top right: 50/50 ticket sellers Sandra
Evans and Harold Durant Jr. Centre: Sharon
Mills and Lisa Merritt. Bottom left: Theresa
Bernard gets ready to hand out the plates and
bottom right: Friday door manager Will
Kinghorn takes Ralph Bernard’s temperature..
A new system of calling diners by table was
initiated and worked extremely well. The crew
is to be commended for being so organized
and working well together. Sorry I missed
getting a picture of the other regular volunteer
Bob Dimaline.
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Things I’m Super Good At…..
Forgetting someone’s name 30 seconds after
they tell me.
Running. Late, that is.
Making plans then regretting making plans.
Thinking of a great comeback. An hour later.
Digging through the trash for the food box I just
tossed away because I already forgot the
instructions.
Googling my ailments, then panicking.

T

Membership

o date our membership stands at
985. The Early Bird campaign is
going really well with 419 members
already paid for 2021. Please
remember to come in and get the Early Bird
price of $55.00 which runs until the end of
November 2020. After that the price goes to
$60.00 to the end of December and then
$65.00 after January 1, 2021. You can pay by
cash or cheque. Hope to see you all soon.
Respectfully submitted
Annette Mathias
Membership Chairman

Forgetting why I walked into the room.

Notice
In this issue of the
Vet’s Gazette
you will read about our
plans for Remembrance
Day activities. Please note
that because of the Covid 19
protocols and restrictions
any of these can change at
any time.
Please keep up to date by
checking the branch
bulletin boards.
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Zone E5 Convention
Branch 34 hosted the Zone E5 convention in
September. It was attended by Branch 34
President Bob Thomas, First Vice President
Rick Purcell and Treasurer Brian Robertson
(all in the bottom photo.) In the top photo
Zone E 5 Sergeant at Arms Tony Evans of
Branch 232 Huntsville centre gets ready to
march on the colours with flag bearers
Heather Schell of Branch 302 Gravenhurst,
left and Andrea Kilroy of Branch 529 Port
Carling.

L

House Report

egion Facilities: Many of the day to
day and “to do list” items are getting
completed as soon as is possible.
With the injured Tom being off we
have set in place a schedule for the daily
custodial needs in his absence.
Upper Kitchen: Rental kitchen staff have
been in cleaning their equipment as Bingo
has entered into the stage for opening with
limited attendance. Tom (before accident)
and now Larry have been working hard since
the new equipment has passed all inspections
and is ready to go. Larry has continued with
the deep cleaning and has finished the ceiling
tiles. All the work within the kitchen is
completed.
Vimy - Navy - Bar and Tri Service Room.
The amendments of “how to move about” in a
Covid pandemic appears to be working well.
Getting to the bar, washrooms and patio and
seating all keeping social distancing is being
accepted by our attendees. Cleaning
schedules continue to be maintained hourly
for safety of all.
Museum: The museum still needs a little fine
tuning in the front entrance display. We have
added two new regiment shoulder flashes and
cap badges to now have a complete display.
The museum display cases are ready for
viewing and I look forward to
comments/suggestions from our members as
I can learn from those and amend displays to
ensure it is something we can be proud of.
This is THEIR museum after all.
Flags (Veterans’ Park) A review of flag
condition indicated that the two lower flags
were becoming frayed and tangling in the
lanyards. They were removed but not
replaced at this time. A review of flag
inventory will be done and an order if
warranted will be done.
Respectfully submitted,
Will Kinghorn,
House chairman
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November 2 – 11, 2020
Whereas:

our First, Second, Korean, Gulf and Afghanistan war and
currently serving veterans are a testament to the Canadian
legacy of kindness, compassion and loyalty; and

Whereas:

our Veterans have distinguished themselves in service to
Canada and the World by giving their lives for peace and
freedom; and

Whereas:

the Royal Canadian Legion Orillia, Branch 34 has been
honouring the veterans and over 1,000 members in and
around the Orillia area for the past 94 years.
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The Steel Spirit
The Steel Spirit is a gallery of a variety of
artwork submissions created by Military &
First Responders (serving or retired). Barbara
Brown created The Steel Spirit in 2017 when
her husband deployed overseas for a year.
Since then, the gallery has continued to grow.
In 2019 there were four galleries including
one in Nova Scotia.
For 2020, the galleries have shifted to going
online and Artist Spotlights have begun to be
printed in various papers across the country.
The Steel Spirit is always looking for new
artists to become involved. Individuals from all
ages, all backgrounds and all levels of
experience. For more information:
www.thesteelspirit.ca
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On June 6th, 1944 Fred was involved in the D
Day invasion of France. Many of his friends
were killed in action. Fred wrote the poem “The
Trail of 59th Newfoundland Heavy Regiment”
over the course of his six years fighting during
WWII. The poem covers many of his
geographical stops along the way.
Fred submitted his poem to The Steel Spirit
gallery in 2018, and it has since been on
display in four galleries. Fred is now 99 years
old and still writes poetry today.
Fred’s poem is 65 stanzas long, a portion of it is
printed here - the beginning and the end. If
you are interested in reading the poem in its
entirety (well worth the read) please contact
me, Kate Palmer, editor Vet’s Gazette

"The Trail of 59th Newfoundland
Heavy Regiment"
Come all you sons of Newfoundland.
And listen unto me,
Here I'll unfold the exploits.
Of our Newfoundland Artillery.
It started in old Saint John's town.
The early month of May.
A proclamation there went forth
& "around the Bay."
You sons of England's oldest land.
You heroes of the sea, we need your strength
to stem the flood.
Of Nazi Germany.

Artist Spotlight - Fred Andrews
Poem: The Trail of 59th Newfoundland Heavy
Regiment
Fred Andrews has enjoyed writing poetry since
he could remember. At the age of 17 he
enlisted with the Canadian Forces to serve in
the conflict unfolding in Europe. At the time he
didn’t know he would be away from home for
nearly six years.

To arms, to arms, the news went round.
In every town and Bay,
And lumberjacks and fisherman.
Enlisted that day.
And papermakers from Grand Falls.
Like-wide the West Coast Docks.
Clerks, longshoremen of gay Saint John's,
And Miners from the Rock.
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The long process of medicals.
Had found us fit and true,
to carry Newfoundland's colours
Far Beyond the blue.

In those great days we strongly backed
Some of the finest men,
From the 49th Northumberland,
To Scots from Alamein.

Then in late May we boarded ship.
At proud old Saint John's town,
And sailed for gallant England
To defend her ancient Crown.

We backed the Guards at Verdun
Seventh Desert Rats in Celle,
The Fifty Second on Aller
And Buffs by Bremen hill.

Long days and nights we tossed about
On the ocean foam,
Longing to see Old England
And liberate fair Rome.

Our Unit had proved worthy
In all those marvellous feats,
The record too from Normandy
Was glorious and complete.

One sunny morn in pleasant June
We landed safe and well,
In plucky Merry England
And there began our drill.
The towns of Brookhouse, Ashford, Hove,
Did hear our marching song,
Romney, Wiltshire, Wales, and Hythe
Had cheered this happy throng.
There morn to night we brushed and shone
Marched in quick and slow,
Night after night on guns we trained
To fit us for the foe.
Those days were rugged grim and hard
As bombs and shells did fall,
And Spitfires soared and men did die
To save our rightful law.
Then came a day for moving
From war torn England,
And mustering at a Southwest Port.
We marshalled great and grand
There day an night new cities fell
Before our Armour Grand,
And pushing North o'er German dead
Were sons of Newfoundland.

We had supported many a Corps
That liked our big guns well,
And "Top Brass" of Great Britain
Praised our Gunnery skill.

When called upon we did our best
That you may understand,
And always proved faithful
to Dear Old Newfoundland
Dear Parents who lost precious sons
From Normandy to Rhine,
Can proudly walk in honour,
And hail the Fifty Nine.
Then sure they died like heroes
And never would give in,
But lost their lives for Freedom
And the battle for to win.
Dear friends of Terra Nova
On mountain or by sea,
This little poem related in brief
The Trail of Victory.
The trail was long and bitter
And many lost their life,
From proud Old Terra Nova,
In that great brutal strife.
Dear God protect our Native Land
And grant the whole World peace,
Enlighten man with wisdom
Then wars and wrong shall cease.
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Financial statements
August 31, 2020
Profit & Loss June 1 to August 31, 2020;
Because of the China Virus Pandemic and the resulting shutdown of the Branch for 4
months, prior year comparative figures have no meaning when trying to compare year to
year. Detailed financial statements are available at the Branch. A few financial highlights are
listed below:
1.The Branch opened restrictively on July 17 from 12:00 noon until 6:30pm daily. Sales were
$11,398 from July 17 to August 31. Other revenues were the CECRA rent subsidy of
$11,750, wage subsidies of $21,202, Legion BBQs of $957 and net membership revenue of
$716.
Gross profit %age of sales is 53.6%.
2. The Geneva Bingo and JC Catering opened on August 7, 2020 with capacity limited to 50
patrons. The Legion received the CECRA rent subsidies to August 31. As CECRA has approved a subsidy for September rents, the Legion will charge 25% of monthly rentals to Bingo and JC Catering for September. A new kitchen hood and fire suppression system has
been installed in the upstairs kitchen.
3. Monthly fixed costs are approximately $7,500. Monthly wages are approximately $9,800.
4. Operations had a loss of $11,949 for the three months ended August 31, 2020 compared
with a profit of $342 in 2019.
Balance Sheet-August 31, 2020;
1. Retained earnings at August 31, 2020 were $51,856.
2. Cash on hand was $53,474.
3. Accounts payable & reserve liabilities were $31,050 leaving a net cash balance of $20,806
at August 31, 2020.
4. The Bingo and Nevada bank accounts have a balance of $5,700.
Government Grants;
CEWS- This is a wage subsidy grant of which 75% of the wages of the employees who were
not laid off can be recovered from the Government if revenues have dropped at least 30%
from the previous year. Originally wage claims could be made monthly for up to 3 months but
wage claims have now been extended until December 17, 2020. For the July and August
claims the Legion can claim up to 85% of the wages paid as our revenue has dropped more
than 50%. For the remaining 4 claims for September through December the Legion’s percentage claim of wages will decrease each 4 week period from 75% in September to 20% in
December.

OCTOBER 2020

Treasurer’s Comments
October 7, 2020
Wage claims through to August 31, 2020
have been filed and monies received.
CERCA-This is a rent subsidy for landlords
of 50% of the rents paid by their tenants
(Geneva Bingo & JC Catering) and is
funded by both the Ontario and Federal
Governments. In order to comply, the
tenants had to lose 70% of their business
and the Legion has to forgive in writing 75%
of the monthly rental paid by the tenants.
This subsidy applies for April, May, June,
July, August and September. We have
applied through CMHC for this subsidy
which required both tenants and owners to
sign attestations and addendums to the
leases. Our application has been approved
and the Legion received $11,750.
PIB/AVIVA INSRANCE-The Orillia Legion
filed notice of a Business Interruption Claim
with limits up to $50,000. AVIVA claims that
the Legion is not insured for Pandemic
business losses and The Royal Canadian
Legion has now filed a class action lawsuit
for all Legion branches. REOPENING THE
BRANCH:
The Branch was reopened on July 17,
2020.
1. Opening hours are 12:00PM to 6:30PM-7
days a week. Patio was opened July 23,
2020. Government has approved 100
Members/guest physically distanced. Steak
BBQs commenced August 14, 2020.
Nevada ticket sales commenced August 24,
2020.
2. The use of pool tables began on August
28, 2020 and Monday to Friday night darts
will commence on September 14, 2020.
Card playing not yet approved by health
authorities.
3. Members and guest will be admitted in
the Legion through the main Entrance.
Temperatures will be taken, Membership
card requested and names listed in case of
future Virus breakout and contact tracing
required. Masks must be worn while
standing and can be removed while seated.
A list of rules for Members during this Virus
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problem will be posted.
4. Signs for hand washing, assessing health
at entrance for flu like symptoms, closed
Stand up Bar and at sanitizers throughout
the Legion are posted. A sign for pool
players to clean cues, balls and brush table
after use has been posted.
5. Weekly Toonie draws will commence
October 2, 2020. Smokers to use
designated space beside Main Entrance
and on patio.
The Legion’s estimated monthly costs are
approx. $7,500 and the wage cost is $9,800
monthly. Currently the bar sales average
$260 daily or $8,000/month and with darts
and pool opening up the monthly bar sales
should approximate $16,000 or $500 daily.
Commencing in October, gross profit on bar
sales should amount to $8,600, Bingo and
Catering rents should be $4,000 and net
Membership revenue should be $3,000
leaving a monthly shortfall of approximately
$2,000. The wage subsidy claim will more
than offset this estimated loss until
December.
Respectively submitted,
Brian Robertson
Treasurer

Bursary Thank You
I just want to say thank you to the legion for
choosing me for this bursary. It has helped
to cover the cost of a parking pass for the
few weeks I will be back at the school in
July and allowed me to begin paying back
my student loans. I want to say thank you
once again and hope the future holds good
things for the legion.
Kind regards

Nicholas Ewanchuck
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Colour Party

U

nder the circumstances I am very
sorry we were not able to do any
parades this year because of the
Corora virus. The parades we
missed were: V.E. Day, D. Day, Canada
Day, Scottish Festival, Peace Keepers (in
Angus) and the Pow-Wow at Rama.
I would like to thank all of you in the
Colour Party for your interest. We will have
to see if we can parade on Remembrance
Day at Rama and in the City of Orillia. If
not, I would like to thank you all for your
loyalty to the Colour Party: William
Kinghorn, Harold Durant Jr., Bob Dimaline,
Jackie Verbeek, Rick Crouch, Sandra Evans
(L.A.) and Richard Percy. Thank you all.
Yours in comradeship,
Gerry Henry
Colour Sergeant
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Youth Education

W

ith students finally settling into a
routine at school the Youth
Education committee will soon
be making contact with
administrators to see how we can initiate
our program this year.
Each year we conduct a poster and
literary contest. The poster contest has two
categories: colour and black and white.
The literary contest has two categories:
poem and essay. The contests are open to
all students from grades one to 12 and are
divided into four groups.
Because so many students are
learning from home these days—either
virtually or by home schooling we still want
them to know that they are able to
participate in our programs. If you have
children or grandchildren learning from
home please encourage them to take part in
our contests. DEADLINE for entries is
November 20. All information is on the
Ontario Command website: on.legion.ca
Feel free to contact me if you need more
information.
Kate Palmer
Youth Education Chairman

Turkey
Shoot
Saturday,
December 12,
1 p.m.
Come out for
a fun time
and support
the branch.
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From Dominion
Command
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initiatives pertaining to a range of issues such
as homelessness, food insecurity, operational
stress injury and the application process for
receiving government benefits. Donated
funds also support Veteran families and
communities, and help promote
Increased locations, new corporate
Remembrance.
partners, innovative donation methods
Legion masks: This year, the Legion
produced
a non-medical mask in response to
OTTAWA, ON, 28 September, 2020 – The
the
pandemic,
to offer to Veterans and the
Royal Canadian Legion’s 2020 National
public. They will remain available during the
Poppy Campaign will begin on October
th
Remembrance period and can be ordered
30 this year, following the tradition of
through poppystore.ca. Some Branches
launching it on the last Friday in October.
Several changes will be implemented both in across the country are also selling them
locally. Proceeds go to general revenue to
response to the global pandemic, and to
support the work of the Legion and its
continue modernizing the ways in which
Branches. To date, 40,000 masks have been
donors can support the campaign.
sold, with more on order. The masks were
“We welcome and thank more than
designed by the Legion, and are made in
thirty corporate partners this year,” says
Canada.
Dominion President Thomas D. Irvine.
National Ceremony: On November
“Because of them, Canadians will be able to
11,
the
Legion will offer a Facebook Live
donate at close to 25,000 locations across
presentation of the National Remembrance
the country.”
Day ceremony, and the traditional host
In most locations, traditional poppy
broadcaster - CBC - will also cover the
boxes will accept coins and donors will
commemoration.
receive poppies as usual. Because of the
For the first time, spectators are
challenges presented by COVID-19
discouraged
from attending in person, due to
restrictions, Legion Branches will be
the
limited
space
and requirement to
discouraged from setting up donation tables
physically distance. The smaller number of
or placing volunteers at business entrances
people participating will be required to remain
and other public locations. However, where
2 m apart and will need to wear masks unless
feasible and safe, such donation sites may
performing certain duties related to the
still operate in some parts of the country.
ceremony. Other anticipated changes to the
The Legion will also pilot an
national ceremony this year were previously
electronic “Pay Tribute” box that will allow
released. Similar ceremony changes may be
people to donate and receive a poppy with
taking place in other Canadian communities,
tap and pay technology. The boxes will be
please check with local Legion Branches for
found in 250 select locations across the
country. More information about this donation regional information.
method will be released within the next few
weeks.
.A smart person knows what to say, a wise
“We want to be at the forefront of new
person knows when to say it.
technologies and provide several options for
donors, given that fewer people are carrying
cash and we remain in the midst of a
pandemic,” explains Irvine.
Don’t trust everything you see…..
People can also choose to donate
Even salt looks like sugar.
through the Legion’s national website. Close
to 20 million dollars is donated during the
National Poppy Campaign each year, and
Life is not a fairy tale…. If you lose a shoe at
goes directly into supporting Veterans. This is
midnight, you’re drunk !
achieved through critical programs and
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Obituary
Elliott, George Albert. On August
4th 2020, at Soldiers’ Memorial
Hospital in Orillia, George
passed away peacefully with
family by his side. He was in his
95th year, and was a proud
Canadian Veteran who served in
WWII.
Born in London Ontario to
William George Daniel Elliott, and
Annie
Elizabeth Elliott. George was the last survivor of 3
children.
By the time he was a teenager, he had moved to
the Sault Ste. Marie area.
He worked at several jobs including a Hunting
and Fishing Guide, a Lumber Jack, and a railway
worker for the ACR (Algoma Centre Railway)
By the time he was 18, he joined the Army with
the RCR's, “The Royal Canadian Regiment” in
Base Borden. George always had an interest in
firearms, so he quickly rose through the ranks to
became a “Small Arms Instructor” This included;
Rifle, Handguns, Machine Guns, Grenades and
Mortars.
After the war, in 1947 he married a local girl from
Glencairn, Caroline Elizabeth Elliott, (nee Madill)
They bought a 50 acre farm near Clougher, which
is just south of Carol's parents farm. This is
where they raised their family. George returned to
Base Borden and acquired a position with the
Canadian Civil Service as a “Building Services
Manger” which included the training Base in
Meaford. George also joined the EMO –
(Emergency Measures Organization ) with the
Alliston Police.
George retired in 1979 to Midhurst Ontario, but
continued to stay active. He became a Security
Guard for Georgian College.
He was a proud father of Five children, and is
survived by his wife Carol, and children, Lynda
Gayle, (Robert) William George, (Louise) Patricia
Diane, (Dwayne) Susan Colleen, (Alfie) and
Kevin James, (Carole) He was adored by his 5
Grandchildren: Daniel William George Elliott,
Brian Steven Sean Elliott, Jennifer Elizabeth
Boggan, Jessica Lynn Boggan,
Micheal Anthony Elliott Tan. Plus; George had
three Great Grandchildren: Owen Daniel Elliott,
Eddie David George Elliott, Jacob Brian Elliott
George's favorite pastimes were Hunting &
Fishing, Gardening, Camping, and Snow

Shoeing. He also had an interest in Spelunking.
(Exploring Caves)
An avid reader of History and Geography, he
enjoyed TV Nature Programs, and current affairs.
In accordance with George's wishes, Cremation
has taken place. A Celebration of Life will be held
a later date when the Covid 19 pandemic will
allow some of the family to return to Canada .
Intern ment will take place at Stayner Union
Cemetery.
***** George will be forever remembered for his
Jokes and Stories *****

W

Sports

e are so happy to welcome back
the dart players to Branch 34.
The ladies league and the men’s
league continue to play on
Monday and Tuesday nights respectively.
The mixed league, because of their numbers
and we can only accommodate 50 players
each night meet on Thursday and Friday
nights. They begin play after the branch
closes at 6:30 p.m. There are certain
changes in the routine of playing, including
the wearing of masks but everyone seems to
be adapting well.
No zone or district events have been
planned at this time. We’ll just have to wait
and see what transpires. Stay safe.
Neville Gale,
Sports Officer

The Ladies Auxiliary ever
popular

CHICKEN
DINNER
Saturday, November 14
5:30 p.m.
Tickets $14.00 each available
at the front desk
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Editorial

It seems the most commonly used phrases these days are “trying time”, “unprecedented times”
and “new normal.” I sincerely hope that through all of this our members and their families are
staying well and have not been directly affected by Covid 19. My congratulations to everyone
involved in the re-opening of our branch. Things seem to be running smoothly. I know there
have been some complaints but that is bound to happen and when the reasoning for the
various procedures is explained most people can accept them I do want to urge the executive
officers and staff to also follow the guidelines, especially when walking through the building.
Please lead by example. It’s hard to ask our members to follow the arrows when you do not.
Congratulations also to Ways and Means chairman Ralph Bernard and his crew for the very
well run steak BBQ’s throughout the last couple of months. I’ve heard nothing but rave
reviews. THANK YOU ! ! !
Thanks also to Membership Chairman Annette Mathias. Annette is in the branch everyday
renewing memberships as the Early Bird campaign continues. The recent robo-calls have
proven very effective and in just over a month she renewed more than 400 memberships.
WELL DONE ! ! !
On a sad note, there will not be a Children’s Christmas Party this year. The annual party was
always a fun time for both parents and children and we regret that because of Covid 19
protocols it is just not possible to have that many people in the branch. That being said, I do
want to wish all members of our Branch and Ladies Auxiliary a very Merry Christmas.
Celebrations this year may differ for many of us but the spirit of love and kindness will still
prevail. Stay health and stay safe.
Yours in comradeship,
Kate Palmer, Editor

Deadline for Volume 8 is May 15, 2021
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October 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

Mixed Darts

4

5
Ladies Darts

6
Mens Darts

7
Executive
Meeting

8
Mixed Darts

Mixed Darts

9

10
Steak
BBQ

Mixed Darts

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

Mens Darts

Thanksgiving

18

19
Ladies Darts

Mixed Darts

20

21

22

26
Ladies Darts

23

24

Mens Darts
Mixed Darts

25

Mixed Darts

27

28

29

Mixed Darts

30

Mens Darts
Mixed Darts

Mixed Darts

31
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November 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Mens Darts

Executive
Meeting

Mixed Darts Mixed Darts

11

12

Ladies Darts

8

9
Ladies Darts

15

16

10
Mens Darts

17

Remembrance
Day

18

13

Mixed Darts Mixed Darts

19

20

14
Chicken
Dinner
5:30
21

Ladies Darts

Mens Darts

22

23
Ladies Darts

24

Mixed Darts Mixed Darts

25

26

27

Mens Darts
Mixed Darts Mixed Darts

29

30
Ladies Darts

28
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December 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

Executive
Meeting

Mixed Darts

9

10

Euchre 1pm
Mens Darts

6

7
Ladies Darts

8

14
Ladies Darts

20

21
Ladies Darts

27

28
Ladies Darts

11

12

Mens Darts
Mixed Darts

13

Mixed Darts

15

16

Mens Darts

22

17
Mixed Darts

23

24

Mens Darts

18

30

31

TURKEY
SHOOT
1 P.M.
19

Mixed Darts

25
Merry
Christmas
Branch
Closed

Mens Darts

29

Mixed Darts

26
Boxing
Day
Branch
Closed
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January 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1 Happy

2

8

9

New Year
Branch
Closed

3

4
Ladies Darts

10

11
Ladies Darts

5

6

7

Mens Darts

Executive
Meeting

Mixed Darts Mixed Darts

12

13

14

15

16

Mens Darts
Mixed Darts Mixed Darts

17

18
Ladies Darts

19

20

21

22

23

Mens Darts
Mixed Darts Mixed Darts

24

25
Ladies Darts

26

27

28

Mens Darts
Mixed Darts

31

29

30

