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In Flanders Fields 
In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row,  

That mark our place: and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
 We are the Dead. Short days ago 

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow 
Loved, and were loved and now we 

lie in Flanders fields. 

 
Take up our quarrel with the foe, 

To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep, though poppies 
grow In Flanders Fields. 

Col John McCrae 
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Vet’s Gazette 
 

Peter DeVillers, left, service officer with Branch 34 of the Royal Canadian Legion, 
and Brenda Watt, president of the Ladies Auxiliary, present a cheque for $6,500 to 
Brittany Wilson, development officer with the Orillia Soldiers' Memorial Foundation, 
to support the purchase of ventilators. OSMH Foundation/Supplied photo  
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Branch Officers 

President  - Bob Thomas                        705-325-4695 

Immediate Past President Chuck Penny705-955-2548 

1st Vice President -  Rick Purcell           705-330-4815 

2nd Vice President  -  

Treasurer  - Brian Robertson            705-327-1825 

  
John Cropper             705-325-0580 

Neville Gale             705-326-1312 

Bob Dimaline             705-259-0591 

Rob McCron              705-687-7390 

Ralph Bernard             705-259-0931 

Annette Mathias            705-955-1046 

Jackie Verbeek             647-607-9071 

Will Kinghorn             705-259-3232 

Padre Gerry McMillan                         705-329-0338 

Padre Tony Rennett                      705-326-9252 

Padre Terry Bennett                        705-329-0289 

Padre   Mathew Trottier 

Sergeant-at-Arms  - Ron Wood            705-327-8686 

Colour Sergeant  -  Gerry Henry 

Service Bureau – Peter DeVillers         705-326-2198 

 

Committees 

Poppy – John Cropper 

Membership  -  Annette Mathias 

House - Will Kinghorn 

Sports   - Neville Gale. 

Ways and Means - Ralph Bernard 

Seniors  - Jackie Verbeek 

PRO  - Rob McCron 

Youth Education  -  Kate Palmer  

Track & Field  -  Jamie McIsaac 

Bingo, Air Cadets, Minor Ball – Rick Purcell 

  Soldiers’ Memorial Hospital  - Chuck Penny 

 

Office Personnel 

Administrator                                 Laura Simpson  

Office                           705-325-8442 

Bar               705-325-1266 

 

 

 

 

Special Events 

Scottish Festival Carrie Dunn               

        Angela Paylor             705-323-9759 

 

Special Committees Chairpersons 

Legion Crest Complex    Angela Paylor  705-323-9759 

Pipe Band Manager  Linda Buchanan    705-326-5470  

Sick & Visiting                Bob Dimaline     705-259-0591 

                  

Ladies Auxiliary Officers 

President  -  Brenda Watt  705-325-8104 

 Immediate Past President   

Theresa Bernard   705-259-0931 

1st Vice President  - Bev Brennan 705-331-3195 

2nd Vice President  - Sherry Campbell 705-715-8861 

Secretary  -  Sick & Visiting                                         

Bev Brennan 705-331-3195    

Treasurer  -  Carol Macksey  705-644-4020 

Sergeant-at-Arms  Sandra Evans   705-915-1036 

Membership  -  Annette Mathias 705-955-1046 

Sports Officer  - Brenda Watt 705-325-8104 

Executive 

Funeral Lunches  Cathy Wackett  705-325-7874 

Monday Cards  -  Theresa Bernard   705-259-0931 

Soup & Sandwich Lunctheons  -                                  

Deb Stanton  - 705-325-4240 

Ways and Means Convener, Retirements, Birthdays, 

Anniversaries, Small weddings                                          

- Dorothy Cotter 705-955-1884 

Craft Show—Candy Cashen 705-826-7907 and Sherry 

Campbell 705-715-8861 

Phoning Captain  - Sharon Ross 

Address Vet’s Gazette Correspondence to:                            

Kate Palmer, Royal Canadian Legion Branch 34            

215 Mississaga St. E., Orillia ON. L3V 1W2                

Phone (705) 325-8442 Fax (705) 325-3758 

Our email address is:                                                         

royalcdnlg34@rogers.com                                                  

Our Web Site is http://www.orillialegion.com 

mailto:royalacdnlg34@rogers.com
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Editorial 
Hello Comrades,  

I 
t may seem strange seeing my Editorial on Page 3 of The Gazette, but these are 
definitely strange times.  As you know The Gazette is published four times a year with 
issues in January, April, July and October.  I start working on any of the issues during 
the month before the issue date.  I had just started the April issue around March 10, 

wondering where I was going to find enough material to fill it  - then on the 17th everything 
shut down and the question was “if there is an April issue, would anyone see it?”  Well of 
course, the answer became apparent when the lockdown continued and here we are 4 
months later and I would normally be working on the July issue.  With hopes of things opening 
up soon I decided that a July issue was definitely in order.  The majority of the reports and 
items in this issue are the ones that were to appear in April.  Several of them, including both 
President’s Reports and the House report have been added to.  The Treasurer’s Report is 
new and contains some information from the committee that was formed to plan for the 
eventual re-opening.  Thank you to everyone who contributed.  But most importantly thanks to 
our amazing staff who have worked through this pandemic.  Laura has been in the office 
several times a week and then continued to work from home  Larry and Tom have done an 
amazing job deep cleaning the branch etc.  Kathleen has also been in to look after the 
financial end of things. Our new house chairman has been working diligently on the museum.  
Our executive officers have also kept on top of things happening at the branch. THANK YOU 
ALL. 

 There will be a lot of changes when we finally open.  One of those changes is 
enclosing the bar area to protect our staff.  I was thrilled to see that the etched-glass panes 
that were originally used behind the bar to show off our liquor dispensing system have been 
resurrected and are now used in front of the bar.  They look great.    
 I also like the sign at the front of the branch where we have been positing the names of 
our World War II veterans.  It is changed every four days.                     
 My summer wish is that all of our members continue to be in good health.  It is starting 
out with wonderful warm weather.  Enjoy it, stay safe and hopefully we will be able to meet 
soon at our wonderful branch. 

Yours in comradeship,                    

Kate Palmer,                   

Editor  
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Branch 34 Honours              
World War II Veterans 

 

During the month of June and throughout the summer while we wait for the re-opening 

the sign at the front of the branch has been used to honour our Second World War 

veterans. The sign, bearing two names at a time is changed every four days.  If you 

happen to see any of these members during the summer let them know you saw their 

name and thank them for their service. 
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   President’s Report 
 

Comrades 

I 
 hope you have survived the winter, 
although I think overall, it was not too 
bad.  Here is an update on some of 
the things that have happened over 

the last 3 months.     
 Jack Hird our 2nd Vice president, has 
decided to step down from this position, due 
to some health problems. We thank Jack for 
his service, to the branch, and wish him well 
in the future. 

 As everyone knows, Colin Wackett,  
died following  his 20 year battle with cancer. 
On Friday there was a legion service held at 
Carson Funeral Home. It was one of the 
biggest (if not the biggest) I have attended. I 
was told that, over 132 signatures signed in, 
and a lot more  were missed. There were 
representatives from Provincial command, 
District and Zone. At Colin’s request Ken 
White, from the Aurora Branch, did the 
organizing at the funeral home.  

On Saturday a “Celebration of Life” was held 
at the branch, after the church service, at St. 
James’ Anglican Church.   Another good 
turnout for Colin. Ken Shaw from CTV News 
attended, as did Jason McCoy, Country 
Music star and honorary Ride for Dad 
captain.  

 On Monday January 27th several 
ladies from the Monday night Ladies Dart 
League were approached by individuals on 
our parking lot, asking for money. They were 
threatened that damage to their cars would 
happen if they did not give them money. Rick 
contacted the police, and hopefully they will 
patrol our lot. We met with the dart league 
February 3rd to explain what we are doing, 
and a police car was seen driving on our lot 
around 7.30. We now have a direct line to 
the police dispatcher, at the bar, if needed. 

 On a sad note, another long time 
legion member and WW II  veteran Joe 
Kenny passed away in February. A funeral 
service and reception was held at the 
Salvation Army Citadel, and also at the 

branch.  

 

Have a great summer. 

 

Added to President’s Report for July 
issue: 

Branch 34 has taken advantage of the shut 
down to complete many projects. All ceiling 
tiles in the Tri-service room have been 
replaced. The whole legion has been deep 
cleaned, and disinfected,  some areas 
painted and disinfected. The bar area has 
been emptied and painted also. Our museum 
has had a complete overhaul. All items have 
been hand dusted. New identification tags 
printed to inform the viewer what they are 
looking at, or who may have made it a 
donation to the museum.   

 From the beginning we have had 
someone (Staff) in the branch to check on it, 
and to meet insurance policy obligations. Our 
custodians alternate daily, doing the projects, 
listed above. Laura is in the office three days 
a week, and works from home.   
 On the financial side of things. We 
have been able to meet our obligations, as to 
running the operations of the branch. The 
refund cheque from command is a big help. 
Based on 1129 members, came in over 
$11,000 dollars.     
 We will form a committee on how we 
will re-open the branch. We have to wait, of 
course, until we are told when it is allowed. 
Lots to think about. How many members are 
allowed in. What hours are we open, is it 
worth it, etc but we want to be ready. 

 Also we had our executive meeting on 
May 6 via Bell conference line. Seemed to 
work out ok.   

 

Stay safe everyone. 

 

Yours in Comradeship  

Bob Thomas                           

President, Branch  
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 Thank You 
To our wonderful staff: Larry Fenton, top left: Tom Pearn, top 

right, Laura Simpson, bottom and Kathleen Hepburn (sorry I 

missed getting your picture Kathleen) who have worked so hard during 
these difficult times. 
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Ladies Auxiliary 

President’s Report 
Comrades 

W 
elcome back snowbirds, 

although I must say for those 

of us who stayed home it really 

wasn’t a bad winter.  The 

Ladies Auxiliary has been busy with the 

monthly luncheons held the third Tuesday of 

the month. The last one will be in April.  Also 

Celebrations of Life have kept us busy.                                                            

 On a serious note I worry what is 

going to happen to our L.A. with the lack of 

new members and the same group of 

women doing the work.  I can’t help but 

wonder how long we will be able to continue.  

We will celebrate 92 years as a ladies 

auxiliary.  Will we be able to last for another 

3 years to see our 95th.  I certainly hope so.                                           

 Our elections are in May. Please 

consider a position, if only on the executive, 

that’s a start.  At the moment our 1st Vice 

President holds two positions.  I am doing 

luncheons, ways and means as well as your 

sports officer.  As you can see we need help.  

 We have a few suggestions to 

possibly spark your interest, a shopping trip 

to the Newmarket Mall with a stop at the 

Outlet Mall in Cookstown, maybe a social 

night with cards or other games. Other 

suggestions from members would be 

appreciated.                       

 We will host our Anniversary / 

Honours and Awards Social on April 26.  We 

will be handing our service pins as well as 

other awards.  Mariposa Market will be 

catering this event which will be held from 1 

to 4 pm.  Please plan to attend.                                              

 At the time of writing this we are 

scheduled to host district team darts on April 

4. A huge thank you to Shane Jose for taking 

this over.                                                                  

 Join us in April for our last Soup and 

Sandwich luncheon until the fall. 

 

 Added to President’s Report for July 

issue: 

When Kate asked me to do a report for the 

July Vet’s Gazette my first thought was what 

on earth is there to report.   

 As you know we went from being so 

busy to just in a heartbeat we had to cancel 

all of our functions up until August.  Now I 

am thinking that there is a possibility of those 

functions being cancelled as well.     

 On the brighter side of things I think 

we should all be thankful for good health. So 

many changes for us to deal with.  

 I want to thank the executive for 

agreeing to stay on for another year.  It was 

nice to just make a phone call and have 

everyone back on board with their 

committees.  So thank you all so much. 

 Maybe at the end of Covid-19                                     

(and I know there will be an end) we will be 

stronger than ever.    

 Keep the faith and I hope to see you 

all soon.  

Yours in comradeship,                             

Brenda Watt                                         

President, Branch 34 Ladies Auxiliary  
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Air Cadets 
 

I 
n February the Orillia Air Cadets, 99 
Lynx hosted a Euchre fund raiser at 
the branch. About 36 people 
attended and had a great time. 

There were five officers and 5 members of 
the sponsoring body assisting the players 
and helping with prizes and food.  There 
was lots of food with something for 
everyone.   
There were a lot of items donated for the 
silent auction as well as door prizes.  The 
squadron did well and all had fun.  Hopefully 
some of the legion card players will attend 
the next one. 
 The Air Cadets have been busy in 
other ways. They participated in the opening 
of the Ontario Winter Games and are 

preparing for drill, band and sports 
competitions. 

 

Navy League 
The Navy League has been doing fairly well 
although their numbers are slightly down but 
they hope to bounce back. They have been 

preparing for upcoming competitions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Orillia Legion           
Minor Ball 

Registrations for the summer program have 

started coming in and the committee is 
working hard preparing and setting up 
teams 

 

Bingo 
Bingos are doing fairly well.  They have a 
couple of games that are called progressive. 

They go up a couple of hundred dollars 
each bingo.  Two of them were quite high 
recently which brings in more players. 
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V E Day                  
75th Anniversary 

Celebration 

M 
ay 8, 1945.  It was a day of great 

joy and happiness. Canadians had 

been at war since September 1939.  

It was finally over.  (At least in 

Europe.) The official end of the fighting in 

Europe  was celebrated on 8 May 1945, after 

Germany's unconditional surrender. In cities 

and towns across Canada, a war-weary nation 

expressed its joy and relief at the news.  

 More than a million Canadians served 

in the Armed Forces during the war and 

42,000 were killed. Tens of thousands were 

wounded.  As word of the surrender crossed 

the ocean massive crowds filled the streets. 

There were ticker-tape parades, singing and 

dancing.  Offices, stores and even some 

factories closed. 

 On Friday, May 8, 2020 Branch 34 will 

celebrate this important moment in history.  

Plans are still underway.  The day will start 

with a memorial service at the cenotaph at 

Soldiers’ Memorial Hospital starting at 10:45 

a.m.  Celebrations will continue later in the day 

at Branch 34 beginning at 2:15 p.m.  Highlights 

will include music by the Orillia Silver Band, a 

piper playing “When the Battle’s O’er”, a 

presentation to World War II veterans and a 

toast to all veterans. 

 Invitations have been mailed to over 70 

individuals including 11 World War II veterans.  

If you know of a World War II veteran who may 

have been missed please let the office know. 

 

 

At the going down of the sun 

And in the morning 

We WILL remember them. 

 

 

Poppy Report 

 

D 
uring this time of 

Covid-19 our Service 

Officer, Peter 

DeVillers continues 

to help veterans where he can.  He has 

published notices with the local media to let 

our veterans know that he is available to talk 

with them  

 June is usually the time when we invite 

high school students to our general meeting to 

receive bursaries from the poppy fund..  This 

year we received three applications and upon 

proof of acceptance at a post secondary 

school the bursaries were mailed to them.

 The committee met recently.  Brian 

presented the treasurer’s report that shows a 

bank balance of $39,268.08.  The following 

expenditures were approved to be presented 

to the branch executive:  $2,500 to each of the 

following: Charitable Foundation, Ontario 

Bursary Fund, Leave The Streets Behind, 

Operation Service Dogs, and the District E 

Hospital Trust Fund.  

$3,000 to the 99 Lynx Squadron Air Cadets 

$2,500 for the Veterans Dinner 

$6,000 for Poppy Campaign Supplies and 

$6,000 for Veterans assistance 

 Inventory will be done in August. 

Hopefully by then we will know how the Covid 

19 Pandemic will affect our Poppy Campaign. 

Yours in comradeship                                      

John Cropper                                                 

Poppy Chairman 

 

If you can’t laugh at yourself …. Let me do it. 
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 Youth 
Education 

I 
n February the 
branch hosted an 
awards luncheon 
for students who 

received prizes in the 
annual Poster and Literary 
contests. More than 120 
students, parents and 
teachers attended.  The 
students represented 
schools in the Orillia and 
Warminster areas.  As well 
as branch awards I, as 
Zone E5 Youth Education 
Chairman was pleased to 
present some students with Zone E5 awards.  
Thanks to Annette, Sandra, Cathy and Rick 
for their assistance as well as John and 
Angela Cudmore for an amazing lunch.                            
 Later in the month we held our Public 
Speaking contest for Branch 34 and Branch 
619.  Although the numbers were way down, 
the speeches were great.  We even had a 
senior student participate this year.  The first 
place winners later 
participated in the Zone E5 
competition held in 
Huntsville.  Two students: 
Robyn Fleckney, of 
Warminster Elementary 
School took first place in the 
junior competition and 
Bethany Little of Patrick 
Fogarty High School took 
first place in the senior 
competition. Unfortunately 
due to the Covide-19 
pandemic this years District, 
Area and Provincial 
competitions were canceled.     
 Thanks to the Bingo 
Hall management for the use 
of their facilities for both of 
the above functions. 
 
Yours in comradeship, 

Kate Palmer 

Youth Education Chairman 

Rick Purcell is shown with some of the 
winners of the Branch 34 and Branch 619 
Poster and Literary competition following 
the awards luncheon held in February. 

Zone E5 Commander Betty Smith, left and Zone E5 Youth 
Education Chairman Kate Palmer, right are shown with the 

Zone E5 Public Speaking winners, Sophia Webster, 
intermediate from Huntsville, Eva Martins, primary from 
Huntsville, Robyn Fleckney, junior from Warminster and 

Bethany Little, senior from Orillia. 
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Sick and Visiting 
 

 For the three months, ending                     
February 29, 2020. 

 

T 

here were 47 visits to Orillia 
Soldiers’ Memorial Hospital  in 
December, January and February.  
Nine were veterans, twenty two 

were to ANAF/Legion members, and sixteen 
were to friends/acquaintances. The team 
members were Bob Dimaline from the Legion, 
and Colleen Payie and Ray Canning from the 
ANAF  
 

    Extended Care, Assisted Living &    
Private Visits. 

 
There were four hundred and forty two visits 
in the same time period by the team members 
from the ANAF.  
Their team members are Joan Goldsmith, 
Don McKenzie, Gord and Muriel McArthur, 
Colleen Payie, Joe Fletcher, Ab Mitchel and 
Jo Dowber. Len Thorne, Rich Percy, John 
Devlin and Bob Dimaline visit  representing 
both the ANAF and the Legion.   
 
 I'd like to thank all the visiting team for being 
there for the people confined to the hospitals 
and nursing/seniors homes. We are always 
searching for more volunteers, so if you are 
interested we invite you to tag along with one 
of us and see how rewarding it is.   
 
Always remember those who have served 
and are no longer with us, but also 
remember to thank those who have served 
and are still with us and those who are still 
serving 
 
Respectfully submitted                                                          

Bob Dimaline,                                                 

Orillia Legion Branch.34.   
 
   
 

 

The following is part of a letter that was sent 
to Reta Keeler, who before moving to British 
Columbia, worked tirelessly to build the Sick 
and Visiting Committee.  The letter is from the 
wife of the late Major General Doug Baker 
who Reta often visited.  Bob Dimaline 
forwarded the letter saying that it “is letters 
like this that make visiting seniors so 
worth while.” 

 

My Dear Reta,  
Thank you for your kind words of condolence. 
It is so true  that we are never ready and I 
was not. It was a blessing that he went so 
gently and never had to experience the 
ravages that might have come. 
 
I want you to  how much we enjoyed knowing 
you and sharing stories and memories of your 
father. Getting to know you also led to 
renewing acquaintance with Bob and to 
meeting Rev. Rennet who, in turn 
contacted  the Honorary Colonel 
Commandant of Artillery. Together they came 
to visit Doug. 
Also  at this past year’s Remembrance Day 
service, Jessica arranged to have a video of 
all Doug’s Korea photos running on the big 
screen before and after the ceremony.  So 
many ripples on the pond of  Doug’s last 
days, all because of you. 
 
We were so pleased that you were honoured 
for your service with A.N.A.F. There must be 
many veterans who feel as honoured and 
blessed by your work as we do. 
Thank you, Reta. 
 
Sincerely, 
Beverley 

 

My husband thinks I’m crazy, but I’m not the 
one who married me. 
 
I’m more confused than a chameleon in a bag 
of skittles. 
 
A little gray hair is a small price to pay for all 
this wisdom. 
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Orillia Scottish 
Festival 

 

T 

he 43rd Annual Scottish Festival 

will take place July 17, 18, 19th 

2020. This year we will be 

honouring Clan MacCrae. 

 

Welcome 

The festival committee welcomes new 

members Sylvia Stark, Kevin Gangloff, 

Kathleen Hepburn and Dave Dunn to the 

team.   

Thank you 

On behalf of the Orillia Scottish Festival 

committee, we would like to thank the 

Champlain Seniors Service Club for their 

support of organizing a fundraising event 

benefitting the Orillia Scottish Festival. In 

addition to the individuals who took time to 

decorate, sell 50/50 tickets and contribute to 

the evening’s program, we wish to 

acknowledge Jim Campbell, Mike Jones and 

Barry Keen for organizing the event and 

hosting the evening.  

 The committee also wishes to 

acknowledge volunteers Rosemary Walton 

and Patti Thom for their time volunteering to 

run the Vendors section of the festival. We 

appreciate the time you both spent with us.  

 

Fundraiser Event 

Steak Fry at the Legion - April 24th, 2020 

 

Sponsors and Volunteers 

We are currently seeking a volunteer (s) to 

take the lead for button sales and 

volunteers for day of tasks.  

We are also seeking sponsors.  

For more information, please contact us. 

Vendors 

Craft, product or food vendors, please reach 

out to request an application. Contact the 

Legion at orillia.scottishfestival@rogers.com. 

 

Added to the Scottish Festival Report for 

the July issue: 

 

After 43 years the annual Orillia Scottish 

Festival has been added to the long list of 

growing cancelled events due to the corona 

virus. The committee feels this is the best 

decision in the interests of our bands and the 

public’s health and safety to cancel our 2020 

festival. This being the first time in its history 

it has had to be cancelled. 

 The annual July event is the only 

Scottish Festival north of Toronto, bringing 

over 40,000 visitors including bagpipe bands 

from around Canada and abroad to the City 

of Orillia. The favourite downtown parade 

leads people to the mass bands playing in 

Couchiching Beach Park.  

 We wish to thank all of our sponsors 

and supporters and give a big shout out to 

our team of volunteers who work diligently 

through out the year for the success of our 

festival.  We could not make it happen 

without them. 

 We urge everyone to follow the 

guidelines and protocols of Public Health 

Officials during this unprecedented time in 

our world. We wish everyone good health 

and safety and look forward to seeing 

everyone in July 16,17,18 2021 for the Best 

Scottish Festival yet. 

 

Follow us: 

Twitter - @orilliascottish 

Instagram - orilliascottish 

Facebook- @orilliascottishfestival 

Website - Scottishfestival.ca 

 

Thank You, 

Carrie Dunn and Angela Paylor,  

Co-Chairmen on behalf of the Orillia Scottish 

Festival Committee 

 



J ULY  2 0 2 0  P A GE  1 3  

Service Dog Etiquette   
By Comrade Steve Bogue  

  
My name is Steve Bogue. I’m a medically 
retired Veteran with Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder (PTSD) along with other physical 
injuries. I have a service dog who is trained to 
assist me. I’m also a member of Branch 641.  
  
It can take a year or more for a handler to train 
a service dog, which is how their bond is 
created. The handler and their dog are very in 
tune with each other. When one feels 
something, the other one does too. When the 
dog is touched, the handler, in a sense, is 
touched as well. Service dogs are fairly new 
and it’s a strange thing for people in general. 
As a dog handler, you realize this very quickly 
your first time out in public. The dog is trained 
to focus on the handler despite “reasonable 
distraction”. For example, going to the grocery 
store and resisting the temptation of what they 
smell. This is very tiring on the dog but that’s 
their job. “Unreasonable distraction” is, 
unfortunately, committed by people with good 
intentions.  People love dogs. It’s a cultural 
thing for people to pet dogs even though it 
may say “DO NOT PET” on their vest. What 
they do not realize is once the dog is touched, 
the handler’s anxiety goes up, the dog loses 
focus and the team gets out of sync. There 
are many unreasonable distractions that a 
team deals with, ranging from a person staring 
at/talking to the dog, questions about the dog, 
calling the dog and snide remarks. The list 
goes on. Awareness is the key. Like 
everything that is new, people are unsure how 
to approach it. I know when I first took my dog 
out when I was in uniform it was the hardest 
thing I have ever done. I knew I was being 
judged.  I could not wait to get to the safety of 
the Mental Health unit to hide. It’s still not easy 
going out with my dog but if I can help people 
understand and give courage to others, it’s 
worth it.       
 My daughter required books at 
Algonquin College and while in the book store 
there, I was surprised how the students were 
very respectful of my dog and I. More so than 
most adults we encounter, in fact.  Months 
later my daughter brought home a pamphlet 

for service animals on campus. Now it all 
made sense. The students were informed. 
This is what I have been looking for, “Service 
Dog Etiquette.” I have created a simple list of 
what not to do from this pamphlet to educate 
and help the public understand us handlers 
and our service dogs.   
  
The Handler and Service Dog Rules are as 
follows:  
  
• Don’t stare at the dog  
• Don’t make eye contact with the dog  
• Don’t make distracting noises or talk to the 

dog 
• Don’t feed the dog  
•  Don’t be invasive (photo taking or 

standing over the dog) 
• Don’t ask personal questions (“Why do you 

have a dog?” or “What does your dog do 
for you?”)  

• Don’t approach handler to give 
complements (“Your dog is pretty”) or 
(“Your dog is so well trained”). It’s well 
intended but it spikes the handler’s anxiety. 
They know how well trained the dog is 
because that is the expectation. 

•  When in doubt, don’t.  
  
There are many clubs and units out there 
helping Veterans and I can only speak for the 
training I have done and received via 
Canadian Veteran Service Dog Unit (CVSDU). 
If there are Veterans or First Responders that 
feel they require a service dog, they can visit 
CVSDU.ca and apply. Those wishing to help 
another Veteran benefit from their own service 
dog, CVSDU is a registered charity 
(#839865797RR0001). Donations can be 
made at CVSDU.ca or by directing your 
annual United Way contribution.  
  
This article has been reprinted with the 
permission of the author, Comrade Steve 
Bogue 
 
My wife says I only have two faults. I don’t 
listen and something else. 
 
I’m going to stop saying “How dumb can you 
get?” People seem to be taking it as a 
challenge. 



   Letter to Prime 
Minister from Legion’s 
Dominion Command 

President 

3 June 2020                    

Dear Prime Minister:  

May you remain well during this difficult time. 

I am reaching out again to express the 

critical need for federal government financial 

support to help Royal Canadian Legion 

Branches across our country due to the 

pandemic. We estimate that without such 

funding, some will face closure within several 

months.  Much to our surprise and 

alarm, the new Emergency Community 

Support Fund announced by your government 

cannot help our Branches with the operational 

costs they continue to incur; this was 

confirmed by direct communication with 

ESDC. The program’s parameters need to be 

expanded in order to help the Legion and 

other not-for-profit entities. Recently, our 

national headquarters released funds from its 

own emergency reserves to help Branches 

stay afloat – but this help is temporary and 

running out. In desperation, some Branches 

have started GoFundMe requests, normally 

not allowed under our By-Laws, and to the 

tune of $25,000. We simply cannot meet this 

level of need.    

 Businesses that cater to the public 

currently have access to a number of relief 

programs but our Branches operate primarily 

through volunteer work and do not qualify for 

the sort of help being provided to restaurants, 

retail outlets, and even sporting clubs.   

 If this nation’s hundreds of Legion 

Branches are forgotten some of them will 

close permanently resulting in a huge ripple 

effect across the country. Branches are often 

the hubs of communities, and will be unable to 

support Veterans, Seniors and all citizens in 

the countless ways they do. Some of the most 

important work includes what they do to help 

Veterans Affairs Canada with benefit 

applications. This VAC service is already in 

turmoil due to the ongoing backlog. There are 

many other examples of what would be lost:  

Providing a safe place for Veterans and 

Seniors to gather  Preparing and delivering 

meals  Supporting youth through 

scholarships and community programs such 

as the Canadian Cadet Organization, Scouts 

Canada and the Girl Guides of Canada 

Organizing and conducting Remembrance 

activities and services Providing 

communities with affordable rental space 

Providing a place of social gathering and a 

community hub – often the only one in town 

 Our country’s leaders may not realize 

the unique role the Legion plays in Canada, 

and that its structure is unlike that of any other 

non-profit organization.  While our Branches 

distribute close to 20 million dollars each year 

to help Veterans and communities, the funds 

are donated by Canadians though the National 

Poppy Campaign and cannot be used for 

operational needs.     

 This means our 1380 Branches must 

regularly raise funds to keep operations going 

through restaurants and lounges, events, 

dinners, venue rentals, and more. That ability 

has been thwarted.    

 This pandemic has brought much of the 

country to a standstill, yet many of our 

Branches have found  ways to support our 

communities through sheer goodwill and the 

hard work of volunteers. They have made 

countless meals, visited with Veterans and 

Seniors, made masks, and offered their 

venues for blood donation. They have 

continued to provide direct help to Veterans 

through the work of our Service Officers. This 

work cannot continue indefinitely without 

further support.    

 

 Continued on Page 15 
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Continued from Page 14 

While I appreciate their value, I am angered 

to see that businesses whose sole purpose is 

to provide entertainment are getting relief, 

while our Legion Branches - which are literally 

helping to save lives and improve 

communities - are struggling with the fear of 

closure, with no government help in sight. 

 I was equally disappointed that my 

April 28 letter to you was met with silence 

from your office. Not even an 

acknowledgement. Why?  On behalf of The 

Royal Canadian Legion and its 260,000 

members, it is imperative that you share swift 

news of relief programs that our Branches 

can actually access.     

 Our Veterans and communities are 

counting on it. 

Sincerely,  

Thomas D. Irvine, CD    

Dominion President 

 

 

 

Work for a cause, not applause 

 

Live life to express, not impress 

 

Don’t strive to make your presence noticed, 

just make your absence felt. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Does running late count as exercise? 
 
If I say I will do it, I will do it. No need to 
remind me every six months. 
 
Today I was a hero. I rescued some beer that 
was trapped in a bottle 
 
When I was a kid I wanted to be older. This 
CRAP is not what I expected 
 
I am who I am, your approval is not  
necessary 

   Last Post 
Lest We Forget 

Wackett, Flt/Lt. Colin B., Royal Air 
Force, Life Member Branch 34, 84 years 
old 01/18/2020 

 

McMahon, Ryan Joseph, Army, 
Ordinary Member Branch 34, 35 years 
old, 01/20/2020 

 

Kenny, Private Joseph G, Army, W.W. 
II, Ordinary Member Branch 34, 94 years 
old, 02/06/2020 

 

Wallinger, Peter John, Ordinary Member 
Branch 34 02/25/2020 

 

Sciberras, John, W.W. II, Ordinary 
Member Branch 34, 12/25/2019 

 

Cooke, James H., W.W. ll, Ordinary 
Member, Branch 34  11/2019 

 

At the going down of the sun     
and in the morning                     

We Will Remember Them 



House 

W 
indows: The work for the “Horizon 
Grant” to cover expenses for 
replacement of the front stairway 
windows and upstairs washroom 
windows has been completed. 

Ceiling Tiles: The changeout of old and 
damaged tiles is an ongoing project that is 
nearing completion. Each tile had to be 
custom fitted and framework painted. A 
tedious job, well done Larry! 

Upper Kitchen:  The requirement (Municipal 
Code), for the replacement to bring the fire 
suppression equipment “up to code” is 
underway.  The project is expected to take 
approximately 11 weeks for completion to 
include all permits, testing and certification. 

Museum: Two books have been received by 
donation to the branch. Upon first viewing the 
reference available from these books 
warrants them to be added to our library.  
They will offer a wonderful reference and 
“correct” historical accounting. 

Added to House Report for July issue 

 

LEGION FACILITIES  

CoVid-19 has certainly put his/her mark upon 
us all. With the many restricted activities and 

guidelines hopefully working to get a hold of 
this virus, we have, in every way experienced 
reduced social and business changes to our 
lives. We are keeping a close watch as the 
Government and Health experts are trying to 
phase in, a return to “normal” activities we 
used to have! We are not there yet....but it is 
coming.      

CEILING TILES   

Vimy Room - water damaged tiles have now 
all been replaced. 

Kathleen’s Office – due to a small mishap 
some tiles in her work area and closet had to 
be replaced.      

UPPER KITCHEN                                           
Everything was and is, in place for the 
renovations to the kitchen...just waiting for the 
“all clear” to begin the work. Finally, we can 
report we have a GO and anticipate the work 
to begin on or about the 29 June. Installation 
should be quick as all manufacturing has 
been completed off site.  

SECURITY SYSTEM                             
The new security system with camera 
updates will now allow a complete viewing of 
360 degrees around the perimeter of the 
branch in addition to some internal areas too. 
The system has the capability to record all 
activities with a good detailed picture. 

NAVY, VIMY, TRI-SERVICE ROOMS, BAR 
All  windows have been cleaned inside and 
out. In anticipation of opening, social spacing 
of the tables and chairs along with the 
“taping” of floors and walls to show paths of 
direction to maintain social distance to be 
observed. This will be a change from previous 
usage but is a “must” in order to comply with 
opening regulations. The bar has been 
revamped and social glass barriers are 
installed. Hand sanitizers are all installed and 
available for use. More info will come when 
we know an opening time frame. 
 

Continued on Page 17 
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At the March general meeting Will Kinghorn 
was installed as a member of the executive by 

Past President Kate Palmer.  He was          
appointed to the position of house chairman. 
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Continued from page 16 

LEGION EXTERIOR  

The hole on the exterior wall of the Bingo 
Room has been plugged and repaired. 
Hopefully the bees/hornets will not find their 
way in this year. The last of the new lighting 
requirements have been installed. Repairs to 
some signage  

Normandy roof – the gas pipe line has been 
repaired, approved and report of compliance 
will be sent to Gas Company. 

MUSEUM          
To update news here, we can note that every 
display case has been dusted and freshened 
up, to allow a new fresh look for those 
wishing to observe our historic items. The 
only outstanding display is the Branch 
entrance needing completion, but it is 
underway and will be ready for opening!  

VETERANS PARK Flags (three) have been 
raised and are proudly flying.  

GENERAL    

Again, cannot express the great job being 
accomplished on a daily basis for many new 
duties by Larry, Tom and Laura. Keeping us 
together and ready, as we await the 
anticipated opening. 
 

Respectfully submitted 

Will Kinghorn, 

House Chairman 

 

.Donation to Soldiers’ 
Memorial Hospital 

The Royal Canadian Legion Ontario 
Command is helping sick patients breathe a 
little easier with a $6,500 donation to support 
the purchase of ventilators at Orillia Soldiers’ 
Memorial Hospital (OSMH). 
  The hospital is in the midst of a three-
year project to upgrade the current fleet of 
ageing units. This donation will help ensure 
patients who are unable to breathe on their 
own due to illness or injury have access to 
the most modern life-saving technology 

available. 
  The Royal Canadian Legion Branch 34 
along with the Ladies Auxiliary have been 
long-time supporters of Soldiers’.  
 “We have an incredible relationship 
with our local Legion partners,” said Brittany 
Wilson, development officer with the OSMH 
Foundation. “Because of their support, we 
can secure much-needed equipment for our 
medical professionals to perform their life-
saving duties. We are so thankful that these 
amazing organizations continue to invest their 
time and money in the health of our 
community.” 
  By supporting the purchase of new 
ventilators, the Legion is helping meet the 
immediate needs that COVID-19 has placed 
on our local health-care system and is 
ensuring that in the months and years to 
come, our community is prepared. 
  “We have a long history with the 
hospital and it’s something we take pride in,” 
shared Brenda Watt, president of the Ladies 
Auxiliary. “We know how important it is to 
fund equipment that can save the lives of our 
neighbours and friends, especially now.” 
 Peter DeVillers, service officer with 
Branch 34, agreed.  “We are happy to 
support the Hospital every day, but in this 
uncertain time, it is even more important," he 
said.  
  Over the years, the Royal Canadian 
Legion Ontario Command, Branch 34 and the 
Ladies Auxiliary have contributed a combined 
total of more than $230,000 to support 
equipment purchases at Soldiers'. 

Editor’s Note: This donation was made through 
the generosity of the Ontario Command Branches 
and Ladies Auxiliary Charitable Foundation. The 
foundation, a registered charity, is a partnership 
of the branches of the Royal Canadian Legion 
and their Auxiliaries in Ontario Command. 
 Branches and auxiliaries, through poppy 
tagging and activities such as bingo, break open 
tickets, raffles and clubhouse operations, fund the 
foundation. Through the collective strength, they 
are able to fund projects, which are normally 
beyond the means of individual branches. 
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Branch 34 
  Financial Summary for the year ending May 31, 2020 

                                                         12 Months ending        12 Months ending  
                                                            May 31, 2020               May 31, 2019 
Kitchen revenue                                       $      -----                      $   7,149 
Bar revenue                                               244,005                       344,006  
Cost of goods sold                                     117,568                       167,520       
Gross Bar/Kitchen profit                           $126,437                     $183,635 
Gross Profit %age-bar                                  51.8%                          53.2% 
Gross Profit %age-kitchen                               -----                           10.0% 

 

Committee revenue                                  $39,382                        $ 38,006 
Committee expenses                                  41,442                           36,943 
Committee profit(loss)                              $ (2,060)                        $  1.063 

 

Revenue-Ways & Means                          $33,750                        $39,378 
Expenses-Ways & Means                           10,231                          13,125 
Ways & Means profit                                 $23,519                        $26,253     

 

Revenue-Normandy Room                       $41,300                         $48,400 
Expenses-Normandy Room                               ---                               -----  
Normandy profit                                         $41,300                        $48,400 

 

Member Fees-net                                      $18,936                         $19,327 
 

Other Income                                             $53,239                         $34,982 
Expenses 

Building                                                      $58,037                         $68,906 
Payroll                                                        139,484                         162,360 
Administration                                              43,638                           62,032 
Total Expense                                           $241,159                       $293,298 

 

Net Profit                                                    $20,212                         $20,362 
 

Cash and GICs less payables                   $31,085                          
Bingo Bank Account                                  $  3,600 
Nevada Bank Account                               $  5,100  
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Treasurer’s  Comments  
Treasurer’s Comments July 1, 2020 

Financial statements May 31, 2020:  
Profit & Loss June 1 to May 31, 2020; 
Because of the Corona Virus Pandemic and 
the resulting shutdown of the Branch for 2 
1/2 months of the fiscal year ending May 31, 
2020, prior year comparative figures shown 
on the Treasurer’s Report have lesser 
meaning when trying to compare year to 
year. Detailed financial statements are 
available at the Branch. A few highlights are 
listed below: 
1. Bar sales for the 12 months ended May 
31, 2020 were $244,005 and cost of sales 
were $117,568. Gross profit amounted to 
$126,437 or 51.8% of sales. 
2. Both the Geneva Bingo and Cudmore 
Catering are unable to pay their monthly rent 
until the Legion reopens.  Bingo has been 
approved by AGCO to cut their Bingo prices 
in half which would allow the Bingo to open 
with 50 patrons profitably.   
3. Bartenders were laid off as of March 15, 
2020. Laura, Kathleen, Larry and Tom have 
been kept employed with Larry and Tom 
cleaning and sanitizing the Branch and other 
work as outlined in the House report. 
4. Operations had a profit of $20,212 for the 
12 months ended May 31, 2020. 
Balance Sheet-May 31, 2020; 
1. Retained earnings at May 31, 2020 were 
$63,805.  
2. Cash on hand was $66,696. 
3. Accounts payable & reserve liabilities were 
$32,720 leaving a net cash balance of 
$31,085 at May 31, 2020. 
4. The Bingo and Nevada bank accounts 
have a balance of $8,700. 
Government Grants; 
CEWS- This is a wage subsidy grant of 
which 75% of the wages of the employees 
who were not laid off can be recovered from 
the Government if revenues have dropped at 
least 30% from the previous year. Originally 
wage claims could be made monthly for up to 
3 months but wage claims have now been 
extended until August 29. Three of the 
monthly claims from March 15 through to 
June 6, 2020, have been filed and the Legion 
has received a total of $12,410. 

CERCA-This is a rent subsidy for landlords of 
50% of the rents paid by their tenants 
(Geneva Bingo & Cudmore Catering) and is 
funded by both the Ontario and Federal 
Governments. In order to comply, the tenants 
had to lose 70% of their business and the 
Legion has to forgive in writing 75% of the 
monthly rental paid by the tenants. This 
subsidy applies for April, May and June. We 
have applied through CMHC for this subsidy 
which required both tenants and owners to 
sign attestations and addendums to the 
leases. If approved we will receive $2,350 
per month for the three months.   
 PIB/AVIVA INSURANCE-The Orillia 
Legion filed notice of a Business Interruption 
Claim with limits up to $50,000.  AVIVA 
claims that the Legion is not insured for 
Pandemic business losses and The Royal 
Canadian Legion has now filed a class action 
lawsuit for all Legion branches.   ONTARIO 
COMMAND has refunded $11/member in per 
capita tax or $11,319 to help over these 
trying times. 

REOPENING THE BRANCH; 
When the Legion is given the okay to open 
the Branch, the executive must have created 
a Plan to implement on opening. A 
committee of 5 executives is meeting weekly 
to develop a safe reopening plan which the 
full Executive will need to approve.  
Some considerations include: 
1. Opening hours are 12:00PM to 6:30PM-7 
days a week. Patio will not be in use nor will 
the Stand-up Bar and bar stools. 
Government approved minimum of 50 
Members is required to open the Legion. 
2. Members only will be admitted in the 
Legion through the main Entrance. 
Temperatures will be taken, Membership 
card requested and names listed in case of 
future Virus breakout. Masks will be offered 
to everyone. A list of rules for Members 
during this Virus problem will be posted. 
3. Shields and masks for bartenders and 
duties of bartenders to ensure safe sitting 
arrangements and table/chair sterilization. 
Glass protection for bartenders installed at 
bar.              
 
 

Continued on page 20 
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Treasurer’s Comments continued from 
Page 19 
 
 
4. Signs for hand washing, assessing health 
at entrance for flu like symptoms, Stand-up 
Bar and at sanitizers throughout the Legion 
are posted. A sign for pool players to clean 
cues, balls and brush table after use. 
5. Tape on floor with proper distancing for 
the lineup at the bar and through Vimy, for 
direction at the Entrance and for chairs at 
tables to ensure proper distancing.  
6. Inform all Members when we are opening 
with a message left on their telephones. 
7. Loonie/quarter draws will not be 
implemented at start up. Smokers to use 
designated space beside Main Entrance.   
8. Ways and means projects to be 
implemented and updated as soon as 
possible after the Legion is allowed to open. 
 
The Legion’s Fixed monthly costs are 
approx. $7,000 and the wage cost is $1,400 
monthly. If we receive half the rents or 
$2,350 the net monthly cost for April, May 
and June would be $6,050 each month. The 
important point is to open the Legion with a 
Plan to at least break even and to do so the 
Legion needs to be approved for a minimum 
of 50 Members. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,                           

Brian Robertson,                                

Treasurer 
 
 
 
 

Membership 

A 
s of the beginning of March 916 
members have renewed their 
membership for 2020.  That is the 
result of  late notices being sent 

out and a lot of phone calls being made 
 

Annette Mathias                           

Membership Chairman 
      

 

As I get older…. 
 
I talk to myself, because there are times I 
need expert advice. 
 
I consider “In style” to be the clothes that 
still fit 
 
The biggest lie I tell myself is “I don’t need 
to write that down. I’ll remember it” 
 
These days, “on time”  is when I get there. 
 
I thought growing old would take longer. 
 
When I was a child I thought nap time was 
punishment. Now it feels like a mini 
vacation. 
 
Aging sure has slowed me down but it 
hasn’t shut me up. 
 
I still haven’t learned to act my age. 

 
Seniors Report 

B 
efore the lockdown was called and 
we had to close our doors I was 
working on a couple of ideas for 
the spring and early summer.  

They included a trip to Shaw’s Maple Syrup 
Bush and a Spring Cruise on The Island 
Princess.  Hopefully we will all be back soon 
and be able to enjoy our amazing view. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Jackie Verbeek, 

Senior’s Chairman 
 
 
 
Some days the supply of curse words is 
insufficient to meet my demands. 
 
I have stopped listening … why are you still 
talking? 
 
Four out of three people struggle with math. 



J ULY  2 0 2 0  P A GE  2 1  

Reprinted from                    
The Vet’s Gazette,               

November 1965 
The following are the rules in the mixed lounge 
at the branch. Read these so you know them, 
they are being enforced. 
Bar hours: 12 noon to 6:30 p.m. and 8 p.m. to 
11:30 p.m. daily, Monday to Saturday. 
All alcoholic beverages must be consumed 
within one half hour of bar closing hour. 
This room open to all Royal Canadian Legion 
members and their wives or girlfriends  - Ladies 
Auxiliary members and their husbands or 
boyfriends.  No male member allowed in these 
premises when STAG unless invited to a table 
by an occupant of the table. 
Guest Privileges: Only one guest per member 
per month and no guest to be accorded club 
privileges  more than 12 times per year. 
Members are responsible for guests’ conduct 
and actions at all times. 
Unnecessary loud talking, unwarranted intrusion 
upon other members, profanity and 
drunkenness are prohibited. 
No alcoholic beverages shall be brought in or 
taken from the premises.  All persons using the 
facilities of the room are to conduct themselves 
in an orderly fashion at ALL times.                 
Any suspended member MUST leave the 
premises immediately. All the above regulations 
must be strictly adhered to. 

 

 
 

Presentation to Jack Hird 
Jack, has been well known for his active 
roles on the executive, 2nd Vice 
President, House Chairman and of 
course the Branch 34 Museum for many 
years. A few months ago he felt it was 
time for a break and stepped back. 
When the remodelling of the museum 
displays was completed a few years 
ago, his regimental badge and shoulder 
flash he had on display, disappeared. 
After some online research... we found 
replacement items.  On June 17, 2020, 
Rick Purcell (1st Vice President) and I 
had the privilege to go to his home and 
make a presentation of a frame 
containing his regimental cap badge and 
shoulder flash as a way to recognize 
and thank him for his many years of 
service to the Branch especially to the 
Museum. A keepsake, he really 
appreciated! 

 

Will Kinghorn 

 
THANK YOU  to the Orillia Chamber of 

Commerce and Molded Precision Components who 
recently  presented the branch with face shields to be 
worn by our staff.  Branch president Bob Thomas was 

on had to receive the generous donation.  

My heart says chocolate and wine 
but my jeans say “for goodness 
sake, EAT A SALAD” 

 

The best things about the good old 
days was that I wasn’t good and I 
wasn’t old. 



Thank You 

All front line workers: 

Doctors   nurses    

  PSW’S   pharmacists 

hospital custodians,               
hospital dietary staff                                 

fire department    paramedics       

long term care staff  

     grocery store worker              

     truckers   fast food workers       

military personnel      farmers 
postal workers   delivery people 

And all others who continue to help 
keep us safe ! 


