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In Flanders Fields 
In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row,  

That mark our place: and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
 We are the Dead. Short days ago 

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow 
Loved, and were loved and now we 

lie in Flanders fields. 

 
Take up our quarrel with the foe, 

To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep, though poppies 
grow In Flanders Fields. 

Col John McCrae 

R o y a l  C a n a d i a n  L e g i o n ,  O r i l l i a ,  B r a n c h  3 4  
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Vet’s Gazette 
 

At the annual Honours and Awards Banquet Branch President Bob Thomas 
presented a Certificate of Merit to the Ladies Auxiliary.  Brenda Watt president 
of the auxiliary accepted the award on behalf of the auxiliary members. She 
also, on behalf of the auxiliary made a very generous donation to the branch. 
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Branch Officers 

President  - Bob Thomas                        705-325-4695 

Immediate Past President Chuck Penny705-955-2548 

1st Vice President -  Rick Purcell           705-330-4815 

2nd Vice President  - Jack Hird              705-619-3319 

Treasurer  - Brian Robertson            705-327-1825 

  
John Cropper             705-325-0580 

Neville Gale             705-326-1312 

Bob Dimaline             705-259-0591 

Rob McCron              705-687-7390 

Ralph Bernard             705-259-0931 

Annette Mathias            705-955-1046 

Jackie Verbeek             647-607-9071 

Padre Gerry McMillan                         705-329-0338 

Padre Tony Rennett                      705-326-9252 

Padre Terry Bennett                        705-329-0289 

Sergeant-at-Arms  - Ron Wood            705-327-8686 

Colour Sergeant  -  Gerry Henry 

Service Bureau – Peter DeVillers         705-326-2198 

 

Committees 

Poppy – John Cropper 

Membership  -  Annette Mathias 

House - Jack Hird. 

Sports   - Neville Gale. 

Ways and Means - Ralph Bernard 

Seniors  - Jackie Verbeek 

PRO  - Rob McCron 

Youth Education  -  Kate Palmer  

Track & Field  -  Jamie McIsaac 

Bingo, Air Cadets, Minor Ball – Rick Purcell 

  Soldiers’ Memorial Hospital  - Chuck Penny 

 

Office Personnel 
Administrator                                 Laura Simpson  

Office                           705-325-8442 

Bar               705-325-1266 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Events 

Scottish Festival Carrie Dunn               

        Angela Paylor             705-323-9759 

 

Special Committees Chairpersons 

Legion Crest Complex    Angela Paylor  705-323-9759 

Pipe Band Manager  Linda Buchanan    705-326-5470  

Sick & Visiting                Bob Dimaline     705-259-0591 

                  

Ladies Auxiliary Officers 

President  -  Brenda Watt  705-325-8104 

 Immediate Past President   

Theresa Bernard   705-259-0931 

1st Vice President  - Bev Brennan 705-331-3195 

2nd Vice President  - Sherry Campbell 705-715-8861 

Secretary  -  Sick & Visiting                                         

Bev Brennan 705-331-3195    

Treasurer  -  Carol Macksey  705-644-4020 

Sergeant-at-Arms  Sandra Evans   705-915-1036 

Membership  -  Annette Mathias 705-955-1046 

Sports Officer  - Brenda Watt 705-325-8104 

Executive 

Funeral Lunches  Cathy Wackett  705-325-7874 

Monday Cards  -  Theresa Bernard   705-259-0931 

Soup & Sandwich Luncheons  -                                  

Deb Stanton  - 705-325-4240 

Ways and Means Convener, Retirements, Birthdays, 

Anniversaries, Small weddings                                          

- Dorothy Cotter 705-955-1884 

Craft Show—Candy Cashen 705-826-7907 and Sherry 

Campbell 705-715-8861 

Phoning Captain  - Sharon Ross 

Address Vet’s Gazette Correspondence to:                            

Kate Palmer, Royal Canadian Legion Branch 34            

215 Mississaga St. E., Orillia ON. L3V 1W2                

Phone (705) 325-8442 Fax (705) 325-3758 

Our email address is:                                                         

royalcdnlg34@rogers.com                                                  

Our Web Site is http://www.orillialegion.com 

mailto:royalacdnlg34@rogers.com
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President’s 

 Report 
Comrades, 

O n September 21 Rick, Kate, 
Jackie and I attended the Zone 

E5 convention at the Warminster Legion.  
 On September 24 both the 
executives of the branch and ladies 
auxiliary met to discuss items pertaining to 
making the branch successful in our 
endeavors.      
 On September 29th the branch 
hosted our annual wine and cheese party 
for volunteers.  This is in recognition of their 
efforts in keeping our branch operating as 
well as it does.  As I have said many times, 
the branch relies on our volunteers.  Well 
done, and thank you.     
 At our general meeting in November 
we had our annual inspection by the Zone 
Commander Betty Smith. I am happy to 
report that we passed with flying colours.  
Betty mentioned we were one of the best 
organized branches she had inspected.  My 
thanks to Brian, Rick, John Cropper, Laura 
and Kathleen for their efforts in this regard.  
 On November 3 members of the 
branch and ladies auxiliary attended the 
church service at the Salvation Army 
Citadel Our thanks to the Salvation Army for 
providing us lunch  After the service we 
went to three different cemeteries around 
town when L.A. President Brenda Watt and 
I laid wreaths at the three memorials.  
 The Remembrance Day ceremony 
went well and it was well attended even 
though it was very cold.  Thanks to all for 
making it successful one again.   
  One troubling note, there seems to 
be a rash of members calling out to visitors 
and members about removing their 
headdress.  This is unacceptable and rude 
behavior.  A simple nod or whisper should 
suffice.  It is up to the bar steward to make 
the call.  One instance was 2 new members 
coming to join only to be greeted by this 
behavior.  The other was a 65 year member 
suffering from cancer who was told to 

remove her headdress before we knew the 
circumstances.  I sent a letter of apology 
from the branch and addressed this incident  
with the member who caused it. 

 

Yours in comradeship 

Bob Thomas 

President, Branch 34 

 
 

Branch 34 Service Officer Peter 
DeVillers is shown here with Tyler 

Shepherdson following the December 
general meeting.  Tyler was a guest at 

the meeting where he donated this 
piece of artwork that he had created for 
Remembrance Day.  Tyler explained the 
significance of the piece and explained 

how art has helped him to face the 
mental and physical health issues that 
pushed him to retire from his career in 

the air force after serving for nine years.   
Thank you Tyler for your service and for 

this very beautiful piece of art. 
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Colour Sergeant’s 

 Report 

Remembrance Day Church Parade at the 

Salvation Army, November 3 

I was joined by six others carrying colours. A 

great job.  On parade were Bev Hoy-Tait, 

William Kinghorn, Harold Durant Jr., Bob 

Dimaline, Jackie Verbeek and Richard Percy 

my 2nd in command.  Thanks for a job well 

done. 

Remembrance Day at Rama, November 8 

Twelve people in colour party carrying 

colours. A very good parade. There were 

military, Rama police, legion members and 

Army Navy and Air Force unit members. Also 

our Branch 34 Pipes and Drums. Our Parade 

Marshal was Ron Wood.  A great job Ron.  

Well done.  Lots of wreaths were laid and I 

was honoured to lay the Government of 

Canada wreath on behalf of MP Bruce 

Stanton.  Thanks again 

everyone for a a job well 

done. 

Honours and Awards 

Banquet, November 9 

Another good night.  Four of 

our Colour Party members 

received awards: Jackie 

Verbeek, Bob Dimaline and 

Rick Crouch received 

Certificates of Appreciation 

and Harold Durant Jr. 

received a Certificate of 

Merit.  I am very proud of 

these people.  Thank you for 

having me as your colour 

sergeant. 

Remembrance Day, November 11 

Nine people on parade carrying colours.  It  

was a great parade with Bev Hoy-Tait as 

Parade Marshal.  A great job, well done Bev.  

On parade were military from Base Borden, 

OPP, City of Orillia Police and Fire 

Department, EMS, members of Branch 34 

Royal Canadian Legion and Army Navy Air 

Force unit 400, Air and Navy Cadets.  A lot of 

wreaths were laid.  A very cold day. I would 

like to thank my colour party for a job well 

done as well as my 2nd in command Richard 

Percy for all the training of the colour party 

through the year. Also thanks to Bev Hoy-Tait. 

I hope every one had a very Merry Christmas 

and I wish you all the best in the new year. 

Yours in comradeship                               

Gerry Henry                                             

Colour Sergeant 
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    Ladies Auxiliary 

President’s Report 

T his is the last report for 2019 from 

the Ladies Auxiliary.                   

What a Year!!!                                              

 I wonder where it went.  I think for me 

as you President it was spent in our “Little 

Kitchen” preparing luncheons and the odd 

banquet and enjoying every minute of it.  

We are a small but mighty group who get 

thing done.  So a big Thank You to 

all the ladies who help prepare, serve 

and clean up from out functions.  As 

a result of all our hard work we were 

able to present a very large cheque 

to our Branch in November.  The 

amount of the cheque was a bit of a 

shock and very pleasant surprise for 

our Branch President Bob Thomas. 

 As Sports Officer our sports 

teams have had a successful year. 

Congratulations to  the team of Pam 

Webb and Cathy Vitaly who will 

represent us at Provincial Doubles 

and Single Darts in London. We will 

also host Zone Bid Euchre in October 

2020. 

 We do not meet in January or 

February but that does not mean we 

stop working.  We already have 4 

functions for January so if you are 

able please volunteer your time. 

 The LA would also like to do a 

Craft Night. It would be a Tuesday.  If 

you are interested please let me 

know.  It could be a Wine and Paint 

Night or something similar. 

 Wishing everyone a very happy and 

healthy New Year 

Yours in comradeship,                             

Brenda Watt                                       

President, Branch 34 Ladies Auxiliary 

Dear Veteran., I would like to say 

thankyou for serving Canada and I 

know that me doing something won’t 

change the past but it would show 

respect for you and all the other veterans 

just by me wearing a Poppy  

Branch 34 Poppy Trust                 
Profit & Loss                                   

November 1  -  27, 2019 

Ordinary Income/Expense 

  Income 

    Revenues 

    Poppy Tag Days         11,828.00 

    Poppy Boxes           20,341.15 

    Poppies Schools                         706.55 

    Wreaths & Crosses                               750.00 

 Total Revenues                                         33,625.80 

 Donations Revenues 

     Personal/Business Donations            1,805.00   

     Legacies & Bequests                          2,000.00 

 Total Donations Revenues                          3,805.00 

Total Income                 37,430.80 

 

Expense 

  Disbursements 

     Veterans Comforts                              1,500.00 

  Total Disbursements                 1,500.00 

Total Expense                1,500.00 

Net Ordinary Income                                   35,930.80 

 

Net Income                            35,930.80                         
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Honours & Awards 2019 

Bob Thomas presents Certificates of Appreciation to Charles Kelly, left photo Dick Johnston, 
centre photo and Tom Pearn and Larry Fenton, right photo 

 Gerry Henry presents Certificates of Appreciation to Bob Dimarline, left, Jackie Verbeek, centre 
and Rick Crouch, right 

Rick Purcell presents Certificates of Appreciation to Sherry Campbell, left and Theresa Bernard, 
right.  In the centre photo Kate Palmer presents C of A’s to Rob and Lynette Clifford. 



JN UAR Y 2020  PAGE 7 

 

Honours  

and Awards 

A t the annual Honours and Awards 

dinner held in November Past 

President Colin Wackett was honoured with 

the President’s Award.  Colin, shown at right, 

was unable to attend the dinner so President 

Bob Thomas and 1st Vice President Rick 

Purcell paid him a visit at his home and 

presented him with his award. 

Congratulations Colin.   Bob Jones, shown 

in the centre photo was presented with his 60 

year pin by President Bob Thomas. In the 

bottom picture Barry Cornish receives the 

Branch Service Medal.  He was also honoured 

with a special award acknowledging his hard 

work selling pins and other memorabilia.  In 

the bottom left picture Harold Durant Jr. 

receives a Certificate of Merit from Colour 

Sergeant Gerry Henry.  The Ladies Auxiliary 

was also presented with a Certificate of Merit. 
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  Some of the very creative Hallowe’en Costumes at 
the 2019 Hallowe’en Party. Do you know who these 

people are ??? 
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A Veterans Journey 
 

We remember them as veterans,                                     

but they are much more.                          

Dedicated people who fought in a war.    

Through dirt, heat, mud and snow,                     

people wondering where they’d go.    

Wondering if they’ll go home one day,                        

families worried far away.                             

Coming home at last                                            

but they cannot erase the past.                         

Nothing else will be the same,                            

guns and bombs are to blame.                      

Veterans  have scars you may not see,                         

but in their souls there they’ll be.                        

We remember them as veterans,                                      

but they are much more,                             

dedicated people who fought in a war. 

 

Makayla Casserley 
Grade 6, Orchard Park Public School 

 
 

As I get older…. 
 
I talk to myself, because there are times I need 
expert advice. 
 
I consider “In style” to be the clothes that still fit 
 
The biggest lie I tell myself is “I don’t need to 
write that down. I’ll remember it” 
 
These days, “on time”  is when I get there. 
 
I thought growing old would take longer. 
 
When I was a child I thought nap time was 
punishment. Now it feels like a mini vacation. 
 
Aging sure has slowed me down but it hasn’t 
shut me up. 
 
I still haven’t learned to act my age. 

 

From The Past 

Jean Carr brought in this picture which shows the 1st and only soccer team that 
represented  Branch 34 in the early 1960’s.  Not all of the members are identified 
but those we know are: Back row left to right, Dan Higgs (coach), Colin Butterworth, 
Jim Gilchrist, Doug Boyd, Stan Lang, Morris (last name unknown), ?  

Front Row: Batty Butterworth, Dick Carr, ? , ?, and Sandy Schiovoni.  
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Sherbrooke, Quebec 
named host of Legion 

Nationals 
OTTAWA, ON, 10 December, 2019 – The 
Royal Canadian Legion’s Dominion President 
Thomas D. Irvine is proud to announce the 
next host city for the Legion Nationals is 
Sherbrooke, Quebec. Competition will take 
place at the new track in the outdoor stadium 
at l’Université de Sherbrooke.  
 “We know these games will be 
outstanding in the hands of our Sherbrooke 
organizing committee,” says Irvine. “We’ve 
come to expect the best from our hosts and 
we appreciate all they do to plan and present 
an amazing event each year.”  
 Host partners for the 2021-2022 games 
include Club d’athlétisme de Sherbrooke, in 
collaboration with the City of Sherbrooke, 
l’Université de Sherbrooke, Excellence 
Sportive Sherbrooke and Destination 
Sherbrooke. The host Legion Branch is #06-
010 Colonel John S. Bourque.  
 “The Club d’athlétisme de Sherbrooke 
and its many collaborators are delighted to 
have been chosen to host the Legion National 
Track and Field Championships in the 
summers of 2021 and 2022,” says Yannick 
Richard, President of the Club d’athlétisme de 
Sherbrooke. “This will be an opportunity to 
showcase our renovated infrastructure for the 
benefit of Canada’s best young athletes. We 
are proud to be given the opportunity to 
present this national calibre event for the sixth 
and seventh time in our history. Rest assured 
that we intend to deliver the highest quality 
championships, in terms of the sporting 
competition and the organization of the event 
itself.”     
 Several communities interested in 
hosting the Games submitted high-quality 
bids.     
 “They all offered an excellent 
experience for our youth track and field 
athletes, and in the end we chose 
Sherbrooke’s proposal,” says Legion Sports 
Committee Chair and Dominion Vice 
President Brian Weaver. “We’re really looking 
forward to working with our new hosts in 
2021.” The competition will take place from 

August 6-8 in 2021, and August 5-7 in 2022.
 The 45

th
 and 46

th
 years for the event 

will see close to 1,000 athletes from across 
the country competing in Canada’s only track 
and field championships for the under 16 and 
under 18 age categories. The world-class 
competition grew from Legionnaires’ support 
and promotion of youth sports as a healthy 
activity to help children whose fathers or 
mothers were serving abroad, or had served 
in the Canadian Armed Forces. The Legion 
later developed local, provincial and national 
youth athletic programs, which now culminate 
in the games.    
 “The Legion Nationals give Canada’s 
youth a chance to take part in a top notch 
competition while developing new friendships 
in a fun environment,” says Weaver. The 
2020 Games will take place once again in 
Cape Breton, Nova Scotia, which hosted the 
2019 Championships.   
 The Legion’s Dominion Command 
sponsors hundreds of athletes each year, with 
the support of branches and 
provincial/territorial commands from across 
the country.  Several hundred other youth join 
as open athletes. Many Legion alumni later go 
on to compete at the international level. 

 

 

Frustration is trying to find your glasses 
without your glasses 

My wife and I had words, but I didn’t get to 
use mine. 

I was always taught to respect my elders but it 
is getting harder to find one 

God made man before woman so as to give 
him time to think of an answer to her first 

question. 

The irony of life is that by the time you’re old 
enough to know your way around, you’re not 

going anywhere 

https://www.legion.ca/communities-youth/youth-leadership-and-sports/national-youth-track-and-field-championships
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Sports 
 
The following is a list of upcoming sports 

events. Watch the bulletin board for 
details of costs and registration deadlines 

for those events whose deadlines have 
not passed 

 
Zone E5 

 
Cribbage January 5th in Huntsville, 
registration at 11am. 
  
Darts January 11th at Branch 34, registration 
at 8.30 am. 
 
8Ball January 25th at Orillia Moose Lodge, 
registration at 8.30am. 
 
Euchre February 22nd in Bracebridge, 
registration at 9.30am.  
 
Mixed Darts March 21st at Branch 34, 
registration at 9am. 

 

District  E 
 
Snooker January 4th at Branch 34, 
registration at 8am. 
 
Cribbage January 18th in Tottenham, 
registration at 11am. 
 
Darts February 1st in Shelburne, registration 
at 7.30 am. 
 
8Ball February 15th in Midland, registration at 
9am. 
 
Senior darts February 29th in Shelburne, 
registration at 7.30am. 
 
Euchre March 14th in Everett, registration at 
11am. 
 
Respectfully submitted 

Neville Gale 

Sports Officer 
  

Poppy 
Report 

 

F irst, I would like to 

thank all those 

who assisted with the Poppy Campaign this 

year.                                       

 We had another good year bringing in 

$11,828 on the two tag days (Nov 1st & 2nd), 

$19,777 from the counter top boxes 

distributed throughout Orillia,  $680 from local 

schools and $2,385 from wreaths and 

crosses.  Other donations  were $4,680 and 

more expected in the coming weeks. 

Total so far = $39,350. (See updated 

numbers in Poppy Financial Statement on 

Page 5) 

  Thanks again to all those who helped 

with tagging, counter top box delivery & pick-

up, counting and rolling of the money, sorting 

and delivering the wreaths for the Cenotaph  

for Remembrance Day service and the 

Ladies Auxiliary for refreshments throughout 

  Thanks also to everyone who assisted 

with the preparation and distribution of the gift 

bags for veterans.  One hundred and fifty 

bags were prepared and delivered primarily 

to veterans in nursing and retirement homes 

as well as many who live on their own. 

Thanks to Foodland for the donation of fruit 

and to Artech, Shoppers Drug Mart and 

McLean and Dickey for other donations. 

Special thanks to the students of Monsignor 

Lee Catholic School for the Christmas Cards. 

 

Respectfully submitted,                                            

John Cropper , Poppy Chairman                                 
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Remembrance Day 
2019 

A cold, windy, snowy day didn’t stop Branch 34 from  
commemorating Remembrance Day.  The annual 
ceremony at the Cenotaph at Soldiers’ Memorial 

Hospital was well attended.  Another short service 
was held at the memorial in Veterans Memorial Park.  
This service is held to enable branch staff and others 
who cannot make it to the service at the hospital the 

opportunity to show their respect. 

LEST WE FORGET 
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Air Cadets 

T he 99 Lynx Squadron is doing well 

at this time. They have been doing 

fall training and getting ready for the 

provincial interviews for National Courses 

which happen in January and February.  They 

did an excellent job participating in 

Remembrance Day activities and later 

assisted with the Seniors’ Tour of Lights and 

the Salvation Army Kettles.  They enjoyed  a 

Christmas dinner at the branch in December. 

 

Navy League 

T he Navy League cadets also 

participated in the Remembrance 

Day activities.  Their numbers are holding 

strong and they are doing well.  They also 

enjoyed a Christmas party/dinner in December 

 

Bingo 

T he bingo numbers were fairly good 

through November and Christmas 

giveaways and promotions were added through 

December to try and increase the numbers.  

They will be changing their program in January.  

This usually creates some additional interest in 

the beginning and hopefully the numbers will 

increase. 

 

 

 

At Remembrance Day, and again at 
Christmas many area schools delivered 
Post Cards and Christmas cards to the 
branch to be forward to veterans and 
those presently serving.  Following is 
just a very small sampling of what the 

children wanted to say. 

I want to thank you and all the other veterans for 

fighting for our country.  Now thanks to all the 

soldiers our country has freedom.  You risked your 

life and many other soldiers did and without you 

Canada would not be the same.  That’s why it’s 

important to us to remember Remembrance Day 
 

I may not know you but I know you are a great 
person. Thank you so much for fighting for my 
country.  Without you I many not be here. You 

must have seen some terrible things. But I 
hope you are doing better now. 

 

Thank you for fighting for our country.  We will 
always remember the pain and sorrow that war 

created 
 

Thank you for serving our country by risking 
your life and leaving your family. Thank you for 
giving us peace and being a veteran. So thank 
you for the country we live in. 
 

Thank you veterans for protecting our country and 
protecting our rights and freedom.  Thank you for 
providing help to people who need it.  I am so glad 
that veterans help other people that are in need. It is 
respectful to acknowledge the veterans 
 
You said goodbye to family knowing you may 

never see them again so we could see ours every 

day taking it for granted. You witnessed things 

we’ve never had to to   protect our country.  Your 

risked your todays so we could see our tomorrows. 

So thank you for protecting us and giving us our 

freedom. 
 

Thank you for what you have done. Because of 
you I’m able to be free.  I will wear a Poppy to 
honour you because you fought I am able to be 
happy. Thank you! 
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Legion and ANAF         
Visitation Report   November 

2019 
Hospital Visitations 

Bob Dimaline, Colleen Payie, and Ray 

Canning visited twenty two people at Soldiers’ 

Memorial Hospital in the month of November 

2019. Eight of them were veterans, five were 

Legion/ANAF members and Nine were 

friends/acquaintances. 

Veteran Volunteer Initiative Exte nded 

Care, Assisted Living and Private Visits 

There were 128 Extended Care, Assisted 

Living and Private Visits by, Don McKenzie, 

Gord and Muriel McArthur, Colleen Payie, Joe 

Fletcher, Ab Mitchell and Jo Dowber of The 

ANAF. Len Thorne, John Devlin, and Rich 

Percy visit representing both the Legion, 

Branch 34 and ANAF Unit 400 for a total of 

150 documented visits. 

Always remember those who have served 

and passed on, and be sure to praise 

those who have served and also those 

who are still serving. 

 

Respectfully submitted by                                 

Bob Dimaline. 

 

House 

T he replacement of the ceiling tiles in 

the Tri-Service Room is nearing 

completion.  The patio tables and chairs have 

been put away for the winter and the pod light 

in the south door will be on its own switch.  

More things have been added to the museum.      

Jack Hird                                                  

House Chairman 

Membership 

O ur paid up membership as of 

November 2019 is 1,036. Their 

was one death and 16 new members in 

November with 2 members transferring from 

other branches.                              

 As of the end of November 754 

members had renewed their dues for 2020.  

Everything is going well at this time.  Paula 

McFadden and Colin Taylor continued to 

make calls through December to let the 

members know  the membership fees for the 

new year.      

  As of January 1, 2020 the dues are 

$65.00. Thanks you to all of the volunteers 

who helped during the early bird campaign. 

Respectfully Submitted                             

Annette Mathias                                      

Membership Chairman 

Last Post 
Lest We Forget 

 

Corkum, Pvt Lawrence J.,  Ordinary    
member Branch 34, 92 years old. 
09/28/2019 
Newman, James. H., Army , WW II,          
Ordinary member Branch 34, 96 years 
old. 10/24/2019  

Mousmanis, Louis, W.W. II, Ordinary 
member Branch 34, 96 years old 
12/29/2019 

 

At the going down of the sun      
and in the morning                       

We Will Remember Them 
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Children’s Christmas Party 
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Branch 34 
 Financial Summary for the six months ending November 30, 2019  

 
                                                          6 Months ending         6 Months ending  

                                                         November 30, 2019    November 30, 2018 
Kitchen revenue                                       $       ----                      $    7,149 
Bar revenue                                               152,036                       175,979  
Cost of goods sold                                       68,151                         86,559       
Gross Bar/Kitchen profit                           $  83,885                     $  96,569 
Gross Profit %age-bar                                  55.2%                          54.4% 
Gross Profit %age-kitchen                                ----                           10.5% 

 

Committee revenue                                  $36,891                        $35,078 
Committee expenses                                  37,208                          33,437 
Committee profit (loss)                              $   (317)                       $  1,641 

 

Revenue-Ways & Means                          $20,863                        $19,527 
Expenses-Ways & Means                            7,162                            7,734 
Ways & Means profit                                 $13,701                       $11,793     

 

Revenue-Normandy Room                        $25,200                        $23,200 
Expenses-Normandy Room                               ---                               -----  
Normandy profit                                         $25,200                        $23,200 

 

Member Fees-net                                      $14,581                         $15,564 
 

Other Income                                             $30,798                        $22,976 
 

Expenses 
Building                                                      $31,099                        $31,183 
Payroll                                                          81,495                          88,618 
Administration                                              20,504                          24,604 
Total Expense                                           $133,098                      $144,405 

 

Net Profit (loss)                                          $34,750                        $27,338 
 

Cash and GICs less payables                   $43,745                    
Bingo Bank Account                                  $  3,500 
Nevada Bank Account                               $  2,400 
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Treasurer’s  

Comments  
January 2, 2020 

 

Financial statements November 30, 2019:  
Profit & Loss June 1 to November 30, 2019; 
1. Bar sales for the six months ended 
November 30, 2019 were $23,900 less than 
the six months ending November 30, 2018. 
Branch bar sales are approximately 13.6% 
less than last year’s bar sales.    
2. Bar gross profit for the six months ended 
November 30, 2019 is 55.2% (54.4% in 
2018); Gross profit for the six months to 
November 30, 2019 is $12,684 less than 
last year.  
3. Committee net revenue is $2,000 less 
this year than last year due to a 2019 
Scottish Festival loss of $500 compared to 
a profit of $3,200 in 2018 offset by a 2019 
Regalia profit increase of $1,700. 
4. Ways and Means net revenue is $1,900 
more for the six months ended November 
30, 2019 than for the six months to 
November 30, 2018 mainly due to 
increased net revenue from the meat/dart 
draws. 
5. Normandy room revenue from the rental 
of the Bingo Hall is $1,500 more this year 
due to increased Bingo Hall rent of $500/
month. 
6. Membership fees are $1,000 less this 
year mainly due to membership pins 
purchase. 
7. Other income is $7,800 more for this year 
than last year resulting from increased 
donations of $10,000(Ladies Auxiliary) 
offset by reduced Orillia Booster bar net 
revenue of $2,000. 
8. Expenses for the six months to 
November 30, 2019 are $11,300 less than 
last year. Wages are $7,100 less than 2019 
due mainly to the kitchen closing. 2019 
Building/equipment repairs are $4,200 
higher this year than last year.  
9. Operations had a profit of $34,750 for the 
six months ended November 30, 2019 as 
compared to a profit of $27,338 for the six 
months ended November 30, 2018. 
Balance Sheet-November 30, 2019; 

1. Retained earnings at November 30, 2019 
were $78,344.  
2. Cash on hand was $108,973. 
3. Accounts payable & reserve liabilities 
were $65,228 leaving a cash balance of 
$43,745 at November 30, 2019. 
4. The Bingo and Nevada bank accounts 
have a balance of $5,900. 
 

Respectively submitted, 

Brian Robertson 

Treasurer 

 

   Ladies  
Auxiliary         
Luncheon 
 

Tuesdays,  
January 21  

February 18 

March 17 

 

11:00 a.m. to 1 p.m.   

In the Vimy Room 
 Price $7.00      

                       

   Come out and enjoy            
a delicious lunch and   

support our                    
Ladies Auxiliary 

 

DON’T MISS IT!!! 
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It was another interesting month over here. 
  The comfort of my apartment is 
good.  It's a 2 bedroom, so there is plenty of 
room to spread out, and ample storage for 
all of my issued gear.  Top floor (6th floor), 
so I can oversee a good portion of the 
downtown. 
 My apartment has 1 ceiling A/C unit 
(in the dining room), so sometimes over the 
summer, it was still a bit warm at night. 
My front windows face the street, and that 
being cobblestone, is very loud due to the 
speeding vehicles.    
 The heating for my apartment is 
radiators.  This is government controlled.   
The heat comes on when the temperature is 
below 7*c, for 3 consecutive days.    
Not sure if that means daytime highs, or 
nighttime lows.  But considering that I had to 
wear a toque at night on a few nights, I 
believe that it is daytime highs. 
  We returned on Nov 29, from 
Kropyvnytskyi (Krop-e-vin-it-ski).  It was 5 
1/2 hours away, on some roads that are no 
better than a cow path. And these are 
considered highways. 
 Great group of officers.   The training 
centre is only 1 year old, in a 50 year old 
building.   So lots of renovations going on. 
The training centre lacked heat.  So in the 
classroom, it was body heat only.  The 
candidates wore jackets.  The Canadians 
wore long sleeve uniform shirts.  Good thing 
the temperature was above 0.   Yeah, a 
whopping +2 for daytime highs. 
 The Deputy Chief of Police-
Administrative Division attended, and 
assisted with handing out certificates. 
They gave me this 
wooden mace 
(Balava), because of 
the overall training 
and guidance during 
the scenarios, and 
because they said I 
look like a Cossack (it 
was Movember) 
  Back in Kyiv 
for this week.   Prep 
the training boxes, 
photocopy forms and 

handouts, and check the scenario 
equipment. 
 There was a dusting of snow this 
morning.   Nothing on the sidewalks or 
roadway.  Thank goodness. 
  Christmas lunch social at the office on 
Thursday Dec 05.  Went to the ballet on 
Thursday evening, and saw Romeo and 
Juliet.  There seemed to be some artist 
leeway for the story, but the main concept 
was there. 
  The city is prepping for Christmas 
activities.  Christmas lighting going up, some 
of the prominent Christmas ballets and 
operas, Christmas sales booths. 
The one picture (shown on page 21) is me 
standing in St Sophia square.  The 
Christmas lighting is next weekend 
(unfortunately we are away).  The  domed 
buildings are the Eastern Orthodox Church, 
The building behind the tree, is the St. 
Sophia Cathedral bell tower.  It was thru 
those doors, that the protesters from 2014 
retreated back too, after the government 
retaliation for the protest on the Mayden, at 
Independence Square   If you have Netflix, 
check out Winter on Fire. 
  Going to Lutsk for 2 weeks 
training.   Another 6 hour trip.   
Then it's Christmas break.  Over here, we 
will be celebrating 2 Christmases.  Ours and 
then Orthodox on January 07th.  
  That's it.   Weather is holding out (-2 
ish over night, today is +6),  Travel and 
training go on. 
  
Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year 

Gordon 
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Editorial 
 

Comrades, 

Every time I do an issue of The Gazette the last thing I do is the editorial.  I always want to 
do it first and during the three months between issues I think of something significant that I 
want to say but neglect to write it down at the time.  I go on to something else and the 
thoughts fade away.          
 But what doesn’t fade away is my conviction that Branch 34 is a great branch. What 
makes is so great are the wonderful volunteers and our staff who work so hard to get 
things done. I can never go wrong acknowledging our volunteers  but we need more 
people to step up and help out. It is sometimes hard for the same volunteers to keep 
things going.  If you have any ideas for fundraising let the executive know and then be 
ready to help see the activity develop.        
 I also want to remind members to welcome visitors and new members with 
kindness.  We are judged by how we treat others and our guests and new members 
should be shown that we want them to come back again.      
 Have a great winter, and stay warm. 

 

Yours in comradeship, 

Kate Palmer,                

Editor 

Branch 34’s Parade Marshal, 

Gordon Tait is presently stationed 

in The Ukraine.  In December he 

sent this email and some pictures 

to the branch and president Bob 

Thomas asked Gordon’s wife, 

comrade Bev Hoy-Tait if we could 

reprint it in the Gazette.  We 

thank Comrade Gord for his 

service and wish him a belated 

Happy New Year.  We look 

forward to seeing you when you 

return to Canada. 
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They're back! Those wonderful 
Church Bulletins! Thank goodness 

for the church ladies with 
typewriters. These sentences 
actually appeared in church 

bulletins or were announced at 
church services: 

The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of 
the Congregation would lend him their 

electric girdles for the pancake breakfast next 
  Sunday   
        

The eighth-graders will be presenting 
Shakespeare's Hamlet in the Church 

basement Friday at 7 PM. The congregation 
is invited to attend this tragedy.                                                    

                                                         
The church will host an evening of fine 

dining, super entertainment and gracious 
hostility.                                                                   
                                                               

Eight new choir robes are currently needed 
due to the addition of several new members 
and to the deterioration of some older ones. 

                                                         
Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the 
choir. They need all the help they can get.  

                                                            
Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a 
chance to get rid of those things not worth 

keeping around the house. Bring your 
husbands.                                                   

                                                             
The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes 

meals.                                                                             

                                                                                   

For those of you who have children and don't 
know it, we have a nursery downstairs. 
      

 Pot-luck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM -    
 prayer and medication to follow. 
      

 The ladies of the Church have cast off 
clothing of every kind. They may be seen in 

the basement on Friday afternoon. 

  

Legion welcomes 

VAC mandate letter 
Dec. 17, 2019  - The Royal Canadian Legion 
is pleased to see the refreshed  
government mandate letter to Veterans 
Affairs Canada (VAC), which focuses on 
work we agree is necessary to effectively 
serve our Veterans.    
 The Legion welcomes the opportunity 
to learn more details about the new initiatives 
outlined, and we especially support the 
overall concept of helping Veterans make a 
smooth transition from the Canadian Armed 
Forces.     
 We look forward to the substantive 
engagement of Canadians as mandated, and 
will continue to participate in crucial 
ministerial advisory groups to help achieve 
VAC’s priorities and those of the Legion. 
 We will keep close track of progress 
and will collaborate and offer advice to VAC 
as required to ensure we collectively make 
the best decisions possible for our Veterans. 

Thomas D. Irvine, CD 
Dominion President 
The Royal Canadian Legion 

Once again, Christine Hartwick presented a 
cheque to the Poppy Committee. The $615 

donation was raised through the sale of  
Christine’s hand-crafted wire poppies .        

Accepting the cheque are members of the 
Poppy Committee, Barrie Cornish, left and 
Brian Robertson. Thank you very much. 

https://pm.gc.ca/en/mandate-letters/minister-veterans-affairs-and-associate-minister-national-defence-mandate-letter
https://pm.gc.ca/en/mandate-letters/minister-veterans-affairs-and-associate-minister-national-defence-mandate-letter
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 Scottish Festival 
 

T he 43rd Annual Scottish Festival will 
take place July 17, 18, 19th 2020. 

This year we will be honouring Clan MacCrae.  
 
Thank you 
 
On behalf of the Orillia Scottish Festival 
committee, we would like to thank long time 
volunteers Estelle Ness, 50/50 lead, and Dave 
Grant, booking lead. These members also 
willingly took on additional tasks whenever 
there was a need. We will miss you and 
appreciate the time you spent with us.   
 
Upcoming Fundraiser Event:  
Rabbie Burns Supper Jan 25, 2020- 

This event is hosted by the Champlain 
Seniors Service Club in partnership with 
the Committee. Reach out to Barry 
Keen 705 325 4972 to purchase your 
ticket. The cost is $37.50 per person, 
which includes a traditional meal for the 
celebratory occasion and Scottish 
entertainment 

 
Volunteers 
The Committee is looking for volunteers to 
help with planning and/or day of tasks. Please 
connect with us if you are interested.  
 
Vendors 
If you are interested in being a craft, product or 
food vendor, please reach out to request an 
application. Contact the Legion at 
royalcdnlg34@rogers.com 
 
Stay in connected: 
Facebook - Orillia Scottish Festival 
Website - scottishfestival.ca 
Twitter - @OrilliaScottish 
 
Thank you, 

Angela Paylor and Carrie Dunn 

Co-Chairmen, Orillia Scottish Festival 
 
 

Recognize               
our Veterans  

A s the “Keepers of Remembrance”, 
Ontario Command is proud to publish 

an annual Military Service Recognition Book to 
identify and recognize many of our Veterans in 
Ontario, who have either served or are still 
serving in our Canadian Armed Forces, the 
Commonwealth or Allied Forces.  
 We invite you to visit the branch to 
obtain more information regarding this 
Remembrance program and more importantly, 
to submit a story and photo of a Veteran. 
Everyone is welcome to submit a story, 
including Veterans, relatives or friends. 
 Drop off or send your histories and 
stories early. We accept them year-round. 
Please do not drop them off or mail them to 
our Provincial Command Office.   
 This project not only produces an 
annual Military Service Recognition Book, but 
also raises funds through a telephone appeal 
to the general public and through advertising 
sales. The book publisher, Fenety Marketing, 
conducts a telephone appeal on our behalf to 
private citizens and the business community 
throughout Ontario.   
 Funds raised through the program are 
being utilized to support various Veterans 
Transition Programs that in turn will assist our 
Veterans who suffer from various challenges 
they face through their day to day lives. 
 
We invite you to share your story or the story 
of a loved one. 

Deadline for Issue number seven is May 15, 
2020. 

  

mailto:royalcdnlg34@rogers.com
http://scottishfestival.ca
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
Happy New 

Year 
Branch 
Closed 

2 
Executive 
Meeting 

 

Mixed Darts 

3   Meat 

Darts and 

Draws 5 pm 

 

Fun Darts—8  

4 

District 
Snooker 

5 6 
Bid  Euchre   

1 p.m 

Ladies Darts 

7 
Euchre 1pm 

Mens Darts 

8 

General  
Meeting      
7:00 P.M 

9 

 
Mixed Darts 

10  Meat 

Darts and 

Draws 5 pm 

 

Fun Darts—8  

11 

Zone E5 
Darts 

12 13 
Bid  Euchre   

1 p.m 

Ladies Darts 

14 
Euchre 1pm 

Mens Darts 

15 16 

 
Mixed Darts 

17  Meat 

Darts and 

Draws 5 pm 

 

Fun Darts—8  

18 

19 20 
Bid  Euchre   

1 p.m 

Ladies Darts 

21     LA      
Luncheon 

 

Euchre 1pm 

Mens Darts 

22 23 
SALT 

 
Mixed Darts 

24  Meat 

Darts and 

Draws 5 pm 

 

Fun Darts—8  

25 

Robbie 
Burns 
Dinner 

26 27 

Bid  Euchre   

1 p.m 

Ladies Darts 

28 
Euchre 1pm 

Mens Darts 

29 30 

 
Mixed Darts 

31  Meat 

Darts and 

Draws 5 pm 

 

Fun Darts—8  

 

January 2020 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    
 

 
 

 1 

2 3 
Bid  Euchre   

1 p.m 

Ladies Darts 

4 
Euchre 1pm 

Mens Darts 

5 
Executive 
Meeting 

6 

 
Mixed Darts 

7  Meat 

Darts and 

Draws 5 pm 

 

Fun Darts—8  

8 

9 10 
Bid  Euchre   

1 p.m 

Ladies Darts 

11 
Euchre 1pm 

Mens Darts 

12 

General  
Meeting      
7:00 P.M 

13 

 
Mixed Darts 

14 Meat 

Darts and 

Draws 5 pm 

 

Fun Darts—8  

15 

Valentine 
Dance 

16 17 
Bid  Euchre   

1 p.m 

Ladies Darts 

18 
LA  

Luncheon 

Euchre 1pm 

Mens Darts 

19 20 

 
Mixed Darts 

21 Meat 

Darts and 

Draws 5 pm 

 

Fun Darts—8  

22 

 

23 24 
Bid  Euchre   

1 p.m 

Ladies Darts 

25 
Euchre 1pm 

Mens Darts 

26 27 
SALT 

 
Mixed Darts 

28 Meat 

Darts and 

Draws 5 pm 

 

Fun Darts—8  

29 

February 2020 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 
Bid  Euchre   

1 p.m 

Ladies Darts 

3 
Euchre 1pm 

Mens Darts 

LA MEETING 

4 
Executive 
Meeting 

5 

 
Mixed Darts 

6  Meat 

Darts and 

Draws 5 pm 

 

Fun Darts—8  

7 

8 9 
Bid  Euchre   

1 p.m 

Ladies Darts 

10 
Euchre 1pm 

Mens Darts 

11 

General  
Meeting      
7:00 P.M 

12 

 
Mixed Darts 

13 Meat 

Darts and 

Draws 5 pm 

 

Fun Darts—8  

14 

St.      
Patricks 

Day 
Dance 

15 16 
Bid  Euchre   

1 p.m 

Ladies Darts 

17 
LA  

Luncheon 

Euchre 1pm 

Mens Darts 

18 19 

 
Mixed Darts 

20 Meat 

Darts and 

Draws 5 pm 

 

Fun Darts—8  

21    Zone 

Convention 

 
Zone E5 

Mixed Darts 

 

22 23 
Bid  Euchre   

1 p.m 

Ladies Darts 

24 
Euchre 1pm 

Mens Darts 

25 26 
SALT 

 
Mixed Darts 

27 Meat 

Darts and 

Draws 5 pm 

 

Fun Darts—8  

28 

29 30 
Bid  Euchre   

1 p.m 

Ladies Darts 

31 
Euchre 1pm 

Mens Darts 

    

March 2020 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
Executive 
Meeting 

2 
Executive 
Meeting 

 

Mixed Darts 

3   Meat 

Darts and 

Draws 5 pm 

 

Fun Darts—8  

4 

5 6 
Bid  Euchre   

1 p.m 

Ladies Darts 

7 
Euchre 1pm 

Mens Darts 

 

LA MEETING 

8 

General  
Meeting      
7:00 P.M 

9 

 
Mixed Darts 

10  Meat 

Darts and 

Draws 5 pm 

 

Fun Darts—8  

11 

12 13 
Bid  Euchre   

1 p.m 

Ladies Darts 

14 
Euchre 1pm 

Mens Darts 

15 16 

 
Mixed Darts 

17  Meat 

Darts and 

Draws 5 pm 

 

Fun Darts—8  

18 

19 20 
Bid  Euchre   

1 p.m 

Ladies Darts 

21 
LA  

Luncheon 

 
Euchre 1pm 

Mens Darts 

22 23 

 
SALT 

 
Mixed Darts 

24  Meat 

Darts and 

Draws 5 pm 

 

Fun Darts—8  

25 

 

26 27 

Bid  Euchre   

1 p.m 

Ladies Darts 

28 
Euchre 1pm 

Mens Darts 

29 30 

 
Mixed Darts 

31  Meat 

Darts and 

Draws 5 pm 

 

Fun Darts—8  

 

April 2020 
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Saturday, February 15           
with music by                 

 Charlotte and the           

Dirty Cowboys 

Saturday,     

March 14          
with music by         

Caribou Country 
with Len Murphy 

and friends 


