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In Flanders Fields 
In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row,  
That mark our place: and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
 We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow 
Loved, and were loved and now we 

lie in Flanders fields. 

 
Take up our quarrel with the foe, 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies 

grow In Flanders Fields. 
Col John McCrae 
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Vetõs Gazette 

Branch 34 Executive, 2017  -  2019 
Front row from left to right, Padre Rev Gerry McMillan, Service Officer Peter 
DeVillers, President Rick Purcell, 1st Vice President Bob Thomas and Treasurer 

Brian Robertson. Second Row, Executive members Neville Gale, Bob Dimaline, John 
Cropper, Harold Durant Jr., Ralph Bernard, Rob McCron and Sergeant-at-Arms Cliff 
Vardy.  Absent are 2nd Vice-President, Jack Hird, Executive members Sandy 

Robertson and Jamie McIsaac and Padres Major Gary High and Rev. Terry Bennett 
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Branch Officers 
President  -  Rick Purcell                       705-330-4815 

1st Vice President  - Bob Thomas         705-325-4695 

2nd Vice President  - Jack Hird              705-329-1333 

Treasurer  - Brian Robertson            705-327-1825 

Recording Secretary  - Cindy Cassels   705-325-8442 

 
Branch 34 Executive 
 

John Cropper             705-325-0580 

Neville Gale             705-326-1312 

Sandy Robertson            705-326-1328 

Bob Dimaline             705-259-0591 

Ron McCron              705-325-9229 

Jamie McIsaac             705-326-1232 

Ralph Bernard              

      

Padre Gerry McMillan                        705-329-0338 

Padre Gary High                     705-345-7402 

Padre Terry Bennett                       705-329-0289 

Sergeant-at-Arms  - Cliff Vardy            705-327-1155 

Colour Sergeant  -  Colin Wackett       705-325-7874 

Service Bureau ï Peter DeVillers        705-326-2198 

 

Committees 

Poppy ï John Cropper 

Membership  -  Bob Dimaline 

House - Harold Durant Jr. 

Sports   - Neville Gale. 

Ways and Mean  - Sandy Robertson 

Seniors  - Bob Dimaline 

PRO  - Rob McCron 

Youth Education  -  Jamie McIsaac  

Track & Field  -  Jamie McIsaac 

Bingo, Air Cadets, Minor Ball ï Rick Purcell 

  Soldiersô Memorial Hospital  - Chuck Penny 

 

Office Personnel 
Administrator                                 Cindy Cassels 
Office                           705-325-8442 

Bar               705-325-1266 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Events 

Scottish Festival Chuck Penny               705-326-6147  

    

Special Committees Chairpersons 

Legion Crest Complex    Paul Spears     705-325-8752 

Pipe Band Manager  Linda Buchanan    705-326-5470  

Poppy Loan Cupboard  Fred Ritter         705-326-7959 

Sick & Visiting                Bob Dimaline     705-259-0591 

              Reta Keeler       705-329-0295 

    

Ladies Auxiliary Officers 

President, Funeral Lunches                                     
Debbie Stanton 705-325-4240 

 

Immediate Past President  -  Sick & Visiting                  

Gladys Fountain  705-326-2507    

Secretary/Treasurer Bev Brennan 705-331-3195    

   1st Vice President  -  Theresa Bernard                  

705-259-0931 Bid Euchre and Meeting Luncheons 

2nd Vice President -  Membership & Corresponding 

Secretary  Deborah Carey 705-326-5181                                             

Sergeant-at-Arms  and Ways Means  Sandra Evans 

 Ways and Means  - Cindy Cashen                            

Sports Officer Brenda Watt 705-325-8104                        

Phoning Committee  - Lillian Butt  705-330-0139   

Phoning for helpers for lunches  - Cathy Wackett                         

Executive members 

Sandy Robertson  (Meeting Lunches) 705-326-1328   

Sherry Campbell, Cathy Vitalia, June Frankland   

 

                                       

 

Address Vetôs Gazette Correspondence to:                            
Kate Palmer, Royal Canadian Legion Branch 34            
215 Mississaga St. E., Orillia ON. L3V 1W2                
Phone (705) 325-8442 Fax (705) 325-3758 

Our email address is:                                                         
royalcdnlg34@rogers.com                                                  

Our Web Site is http://www.orillialegion.com 

 

mailto:royalacdnlg34@rogers.com
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Presidentôs Report 
Comrades: 

 

T hings have been fairly quiet at the 

Legion. 

The floor next to the dart boards has been 

leveled. Thanks to the volunteers who laid 

the new floor in the Tri-Service Room. What 

a difference it makes. Thanks to Larry 

Fenton, Bill Stenton, Ron Wood, Bruce 

Donaldson, and Bernie Durant. 

 Thanks to Barry Cornish for helping 

with the chairs and tables in the Tri-Service 

Room. 

 We are now waiting for the plans for 

the new kitchen in the Vimy Room. When 

the plans are received we will be looking to 

purchase the equipment needed. Some of 

the construction is being done by volunteers 

at this time.  The actual construction likely 

will start in August or September. 

 This will mean a big change for the 

Legion. We will be able to have light food 

available during the day and possibly 

breakfasts Saturday and Sunday mornings. 

The Ladies Auxiliary has volunteered to do a 

number of chicken dinner fund raisers to 

assist in raising funds for the new kitchen. 

We hope Legion members 

will support their dinners 

as well as our normal 

monthly summer 

barbecues. 

 If anyone would 

like to  make a donation 

to help us complete the 

kitchen quicker it would 

be greatly appreciated. 

 All the sports have 

been completed for this 

year. They will begin again 

in September. 

 The new executive was sworn in for 

the new two year term at the June general 

meeting .  The Poppy Committee presented 

bursaries to high school students going 

forward with their education at the same 

meeting.  General meetings will resume in 

September. 

 The Scottish Festival is July 14, 15 

and 16.  We hope legion members will 

support this event.  It is one of our larger 

events during the summer.    

 We are planning a òGearlõs Nightó 

event on August 26 with two exciting bands 

(boys are welcome too)!  This should be a 

fun night and something new for the branch.

 Hope everyone has a safe and 

wonderful summer.   

 

Yours in Comradeship 

Rick Purcell  

President, Branch 34 

 

Wife calls her husband and says, ñDarling, 
the car is broken, it wonôt start.ò 
 ñWhat?! Itôs in perfect order, whatôs wrong 
with it?ò 
 ñItôs water in the carburetor, love.ò 
 ñOh no, where are you right now?ò 
 Um, in the little lake behind the houseé 
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Provincial Convention  
May 13-16, 2017 

London, Ontario 

D elegates from Branch 34 were President, Rick Purcell, Colin and 
Cathy Wackett. Branch L.A. President, 
Debbie Stanton was present as L.A. 
Immediate Past Provincial President. 

 Sunday morning was the traditional 
parade through downtown to the convention 
centre. After a delay the convention went 
into immediate business sessions that lasted 
until early evening. 

 As one day had been cut from the 
convention to save expenses we could 
expect long sessions.  This came true as we 
spent long days in the convention centre. 

 Items of interest were the summary of 
the Military Service Recognition Book by  
Chairman, Ron Goebel. To date Ontario 
Command has received $540,000 revenue 
from the first three editions. Plans are being 
followed for the next two editions. All 
branches are being asked to continue efforts 
to obtain entries for these editions. There are 
still many branches who have not completely 
finished circulating information in this regard. 

 The Minister for Veterans Affairs gave 
a talk on new services to come for veterans, 
sadly it was just a talk promising things for 
the future.  I spoke with the Minister and told 
him that I had heard each preceding Minister 
talk and wanted to hear a Minister who 
would take action on some of the promises. 
He thanked me and left. 

 The report on Homeless Veterans 
showed that of Nationwide Funding half 
came from Ontario. Five hundred veterans 
from 115 communities have been helped off 
the streets. 

 Youth Education report showed that 
while the Poster, Poetry and Essay 
programmes are very successful the public 
speaking program is suffering as schools 
drop speaking from the curriculum. 

Suggestion was to seek other areas of youth 
activities such as Guides and Scouts. 

 The Ladies Auxiliary reported many 
closures of LA branches. Membership in 
Ontario is 9671. Remarkably they raised a 
total $6.170,000 of which over $1,000,000. 
was donated to branches. 

 Membership totals showed that totals 
for 2016 were 98% of 2015 membership 
totals. One hundred and twenty-two 
branches had an increase in membership. 

 This is just a brief overview of the 
convention. It is one comrades view of the 
event. 

 The convention report is on file at the 
branch office and can be reviewed by the 
membership on request. 

 

Respectfully submitted   

Colin Wackett  

 

òSir, you cannot fish here!ó 

òDonõt worry, Iõm not fishing, Iõm just teaching 

my worm to swim.ó 

 

Kirkinô of the Tartan 

 
           Will be held at   

 St. Andrewôs               
Presbyterian Church 

Sunday, July 16 at 10 a.m. 

 

All are welcome to join this      
special service to bless the tartan. 
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  Ladies Auxiliary   
Presidentôs Report 

 
Comrades, 
 

W ell Ladies it is that time of year again when we put on the 
shorts and tee shirts and finally enjoy some 
nice weather. Once again it gives me great 
pleasure to have been elected your L.A. 
President for another term. 
 We have a great line-up of things to 
do this summer as we are now on a mission 
to help raise $20,000.00 toward the new 
kitchen that we are hoping the branch will 
start soon. I know everyone can hardly wait 
for this to begin but remember all of this 
takes time and I know with your help we will 
accomplish reaching our goal.  I would like 
to thank Joe and Brenda Watt for giving us 
the stand up thermometer so we could 
monitor our goals . 
 We had a chicken dinner fund raiser 
on June 30 and another is planned for July 
14th.  On July 15 during the Scottish 
Festival, on July 15 (in the afternoon) we 
will be selling Peameal Bacon on a Bun at 
the branch. 
 I am asking both L.A. and Branch 
members to come out and help support our 
cause as this is for both of our benefits 
 To my new executive it will be great 
to work with all of you in the coming year. 
 To those of you who could not make 
our Pot-Luck in June you missed a great 
meal. We had a good turn out. 
 At this time I would like to wish all of 
our sick and shut-ins  a speedy recovery 
and to get well soon. 
 I hope everyone has a great summer 
but remember we still have our monthly 
meetings in July and August and as some 
of the ladies are away on weekends your 
help is much needed on our funeral and 
sandwich luncheons that we are always 

needing help with. 
 To those ladies that are travelling this 
summer drive safe and have a good 
holiday. 
 
Yours in comradeship, 

Debbie Stanton  

President, Branch 34 Ladies Auxiliary 
 

Sick and Visiting 

There were 28 visits to Soldiersô Memorial 

Hospital by Bob Dimaline and Reta Keeler. 

During April there were 72 visits to nursing 

homes and private residences. Thank you 

to Pat Loughnan, Joan Goldsmith, Len 

Thorne, Ray Canning, Gord McArthur and 

Jackie Verbeek. We appreciate all that 

you do! 

Last Post 
Lest We Forget 

Huffman, Pvt John Leo,  C35156    
Canadian Army,  World War II.          
Ordinary Member Branch 34, 94 years old. 
04/11/17 

Worrall, Gunner Charles S., A57011, 
Army, World War II. Ordinary Member 
Branch 34. 93 years old.  04/23/17 

Holt, Edward (Ted), World War II,    
Ordinary Member Branch 34, 93 years old. 
02/24/17 

Russell, Sgt. Maxwell, R295747 R.C.A.F. 

World War II.  Ordinary Member Branch 34, 

90 years old. 06/12/17  

Groome, Pvt. John, B123375, Army, World 

War II, Ordinary Member Branch 34. 90 years 

old.  06/14/17  

Davey, John P., 2598752, Royal Air Force,   

Ordinary Member Branch 34. 06/27/17 

At the going down of the sun 

And in the morning 

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 
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Membership 
 Comrades, 

A t the time of writing this report we now have 985 paid up members 
with 13 of them waiting to be initiated. 
There are three people waiting to have their 
transfers come through and one person 
waiting for approval.  Iôve started calling the 
members who havenôt renewed and hope to 
get some of them back.  

 

    New Membership Cards  
      
 In late August each branch will 
receive their new 2018 membership cards 
for all 2017 members paid up by June 15, 
2017.  These new cards are plastic (credit 
card material) and are designed to last for 
many years.     
 Membersô years of service will now 
be recognized by their ñMember Since 
Dateò.  Continuous years of service will still 
be recorded by Dominion Command.   
 The membership cards no longer 
require a signature of the member or 
membership chairman.  
 Beginning in 2019, annual stickers 
will validate the membership years paid and 
will be applied to the back of the 
membership card. 

Yours in comradeship, 

Bob Dimaline  

Membership Chairman 

 

 

Navy League 
 

T he Navy League has been running very smoothly. They recently had 
their annual inspection and the cadets 

enjoyed a weekend away at camp.  The 
numbers have been fairly consistent. They 
break for the summer 

 

Air  Cadets 

T he Air Cadets are doing well. They recently held their spring camping 
and participated in local sports, band and 
drill competitions. Their annual inspection 
was held in June and was well attended.  
Their 2016  - 2017 training year has been 
completed and many of the cadets are off to 
summer camps and will return when school 
resumes the first week of September. 

 

Legion Minor Ball 
 

T he number of participants in this years Minor Ball program is up 
from last year and by all accounts 

everything is running very smoothly. 
 

 

Bingo 

B ingo is doing well.  The number of participants is fairly consistent. The 
Catch The Ace is moving a little slower than 
we had hoped but we are doing OK and it is 
bringing in extra income for the charities 
and legion and bingo patrons have been 
winning the 20% each week.  Catch the Ace 
tickets are sold at the office or at the bar as 
well as each Friday night during meat draws 
and darts. 
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Poppy    
Report 

 

 

S ix area students were recently presented with bursaries valued 
at $500 each from the Branch 34 Poppy 
Trust Fund.  Three of them are shown 
pictured above with Poppy Chairman John 
Cropper. The students were guests of the 
branch at the June general meeting.  
  The poppy committee continues to 
assist veterans and their spouses with 
much needed help especially with eye 
care, hearing aids, wheel chair and 
scooter repairs etc.     
 At the District E Spring convention 
donations of $2,000 were made to each of 
the following Provincial Command 
charities: Ontario Command Charitable 
Foundation, Ontario Command Bursary 
Fund, Commonwealth Ex-Servicemansô 
League, Leave the Streets Behind and the 
District E Hospital Trust Fund.  
 Once again the poppy committee 
will host a Veteransô Dinner.  This evening 
of fellowship and good food will be held on 
Tuesday, September 19th in the Vimy 
Room. Notices will be posted in the 
branch, after which time veterans are 

invited to call the office to reserve a spot. 
Rides will be provided to those who need 
them.  This evening is not restricted to 
branch members so if you know a veteran, 
especially one who doesnôt get out much, 
please let them know and encourage them 
to join us. 

Yours in comradeship, 

John Cropper  

Poppy Chairman 

 

Hey Sue, what do you say to a nice walk? 

 Oh Harry, that would be lovely! 

Wonderful. Could you bring me some beer 

on your way back? 

 
 

 

The Orillia      

Scottish Festival  

Presents  

 

The 48th            
Highlanders Military 

Band 

 
Saturday, July 15th    
with performances          
at 2:15 and 3:15 p.m. 

In the Branch 34 Royal Canadian 
Legion Tri-Service Room 

 

All are welcome! 
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Investment in our military is 
needed nowé for those who 

serve, and for the future of Canada 

 
The following is a press release from 
Dominion Command, June 8, 2017 

 

 The Government of Canadaôs new 
Defence Policy was announced yesterday 
afternoon, with a focus on investing in its 
people, the militaryôs long term capabilities, 
growth and transparency, and operating 
with a new vision for the future. Coming 
on the heels of the March 2017 Federal 
Budget that reduced funding for replacing 
and maintaining Canadaôs aging military 
equipment, it was clear the 70% increase in 
budget was aimed at showing the world 
Canada would be spending more on its 
military. Yesterdayôs announcement 
promised an increase from $18.9 billion 
now to $32.7 billion by 2026-27, with $62.3 
billion in funding over the next two 
decades. However, timelines for most 
major investments were not so clear, and 
there are significant delays in spending, 
with some funding not expected to open up 
until after the next election.   
 Given the 2017 Budget 
announcement, The Royal Canadian 
Legion was not surprised to see a lack of 
details and delays in spending around 
equipment acquisition, maintenance and 
operational capability. Our concern is that 
the delay in new spending now could be 
affected by cost-cutting in the future. It is 
the Legionôs position that military 
equipment acquisition and maintenance is 
essential to supporting the operational 
capability, training and safety of Canadaôs 
military personnel, and the security of our 
nation. The Legion stands firm that the 
government must allocate funds to support 
military equipment acquisition and renewal 
now. Our personnel are the most valuable 
resource, and we want our military to have 
the tools, resources, training and support to 
protect our serving men and women, 

ensure they can do their job, and come 
home safely.     
 In yesterdayôs announcement, the 
Department of National Defence 
recognized that people are the Canadian 
Armed Forcesô most valuable asset. The 
Defence Policy highlights a renewed focus 
on óPutting people firstô, which includes 
health and wellness supports for its 
members, improved transition for ill and 
injured Veterans to civilian life, a plan to 
support military families, and greater 
cooperation between the Department of 
National Defence and Veterans Affairs 
Canada. Also outlined in the policy was an 
increase in personnel to sustain operations, 
support new priorities and deliver on new 
investments. As part of that, the 
Department of National Defence will grow 
their forces by 3,500 Regular Forces and 
1,500 Reserve Forces.   
 The Legion was pleased to see a 
renewed emphasis on the care and support 
for our military members and their families 
from enrolment to post release, a cradle to 
grave philosophy. Of course, the devil is in 
the details, and the Legion urges the 
Department of National Defence to share 
more details on what, when, and how they 
will deliver on their promises. Perhaps 
more importantly, as Canada commits our 
soldiers, sailors and airmen and airwomen 
around the world, our Government must be 
prepared to look after them when they 
come home. The Government of Canada 
must reaffirm their solemn obligation to 
Canadaôs Veterans.   
 For those who served to protect the 
very rights and freedoms we enjoy today, 
The Royal Canadian Legion stands 
committed, working to ensure the care and 
benefits of Canadaôs Veterans are the best 
they can possibly be and that all 
governments honour their obligations to the 
men and women who serve in the 
Canadian Armed Forces. 
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100th         
Anniversary 
of the Battle 
of Vimy 
Ridge 

 

Members of Branch 34 and their colour 
party joined with the members of the 
Champlain Seniors Service Club to 
commemorate the 100th Anniversary of 
the Battle of Vimy Ridge 

The Service of Remembrance was held in 
Veteransô Memorial Park. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


