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In Flanders Fields 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow 

Between the crosses, row on row,  

That mark our place: and in the sky 

The larks, still bravely singing, fly 

Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

 We are the Dead. Short days ago 

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow 

Loved, and were loved and now we 

lie in Flanders fields. 

 

 

Take up our quarrel with the foe, 

To you from failing hands we throw 

The torch; be yours to hold it high. 

If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep, though poppies 

grow In Flanders Fields. 

Col John McCrae 

Through the Ontario Command Branches and Ladies Auxiliary Charitable 

Foundation Branch 34 presented a cheque for $7,560 to the Orillia Soldiers' 

Memorial Hospital Foundation. The money will be used for equipment at the 

hospital. Pictured from left are Rick Purcell, president of Branch 34, Chuck 

Penny, legion representative on the SMH board and Nicole McCahon, 

Executive Director of the hospital foundation.  

Ontario Command Branches and                     

Ladies Auxiliary Charitable Foundation    

Presentation   
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Branch 34 Officers 

President  - Rick Purcell   705-327-5341 

Past President - Bob Thomas                705-325-4695 

1st Vice President  - Harold Durant Jr. 705-995-7281 

2nd Vice President  - Jack Hird  705-326-4437 

Treasurer  -  Brian  Robertson               705-327-1825 

Recording Secretary  - Cindy Cassels 705-325-8442 

 Branch 34 Executive 

John Cropper    705-325-0580 

Neville Gale    705-326-1312 

Sandy Robertson    705-326-1328 

Bob Dimaline    705-259-0591 

Ken Purcell    705-325-6226
             
Padre Gerry McMillan                               705-329-0338 

Padre Gary High                              705-345-7402 

Padre Terry Bennett                               705-329-0289 

Sergeant-at-Arms  - Cliff Vardy                     705-327-1155 

Colour Sergeant  -  Colin Wackett   705-325-7874 

Service Bureau – Peter DeVillers                    705-326-2198 

 

Committees 

Poppy – John Cropper 

Membership  -  Bob Dimaline 

House - Harold Durant Jr. 

Sports   - Neville Gale. 

Ways and Mean  - Sandy Robertson 

Seniors  - Bob Dimaline 

PRO  - Ken Purcell 

Youth Education   

Track & Field  

Bingo, Air Cadets, Minor Ball – Rick Purcell 

        Soldiers’ Memorial Hospital  - Chuck Penny 

Office Personnel 

Administrator   Cindy Cassels  

Office    705-325-8442 

Bar    705-325-1266 

 

Special Events 

$50,000 Club           Michael Paylor          705-326-8610 

Scottish Festival             Chuck Penny   705-326-6147     

Special Committees Chairpersons 

Legion Crest Complex    Paul Spears 705-325-8752 

Pipe Band Manager         Linda Buchanan  705-326-5470  

Core of 34                        Bob Dimaline      705-259-0591 

Poppy Loan Cupboard     Fred Ritter       705-326-7959 

Sick & Visiting                Bob Dimaline         705-259-0591 

              Reta Keeler  705-329-0295 

    

Ladies Auxiliary Officers 

President -  Funeral Lunches                                                  

Debbie Stanton 705-325-4240 

Immediate Past President  -  Sick & Visiting                  

Gladys Fountain  705-326-2507                                             

1st Vice President  -  Shayne Jose  705-345-0968                                                 

2nd Vice President -  Ways and Means                                  

Deborah Carey 705-326-5151                                             

Sergeant-at-Arms Theresa Bernard  705-259-0931              

Secretary Bev Brennan 705-331-3195                               

Sports Officer Brenda Watt 705-325-8104                        

Treasurer  Cathy Vitaly 705-345-3359                              

Membership  Sherry Campbell 705-327-7664 

Executive members 

Sandy Robertson  705-326-1328                                          

Sharon Ross Ways and Means 705-727-9654                    

Lillian Butt  Sick and Visiting 705-330-0139 

 

Address Vet’s Gazette Correspondence to:                            

Kate Palmer, Royal Canadian Legion Branch 34            

215 Mississaga St. E., Orillia ON. L3V 1W2                

Phone (705) 325-8442 Fax (705) 325-3758 

Our email address is:                                                         

royalcdnlg34@rogers.com                                                  

Our Web Site is http://www.orillialegion.com 

mailto:royalacdnlg34@rogers.com


  

President’s Report 

Comrades 

T hings have been fairly quiet around the 
legion. We held the Youth Education Public 

Speaking at the Legion recently. The winners 
advanced to the zone competition.  Thank you to 
Kate Palmer for all her hard work on Youth 
Education.     
 Most of the sports programs have finished 
and we thank Neville Gale for his hard work 
getting all our teams to Zone and District and for 
hosting a number of events at Branch 34.  
 Nominations for election are at the April 
General Meeting April 12th. If you are interested 
get your nominations forms into Colin Wackett or 
the office. The elections are Thursday April 27th.  
If you want to take part in how the legion runs, 
get nominated for an executive position. 
 The Zone convention was March 12th at 
Warminster.   The District convention was April 
1st and 2nd in Stouffville.  The Provincial 
convention is May 13 to 16 in London. 
 Catch the Ace is moving slowly but is 
growing. A number of Legion members have 
been weekly winners but the Ace has yet to be 
caught.  Join in and buy a ticket. They are on sale 
Fridays at the meat draws. The Legion will 
benefit from your purchase, and you will benefit 
when you win.    
 Branch 34 just received word that we will 
be receiving a Seniors Grant.  This Grant will 
allow us to build a kitchen downstairs. This will 
make things easier for the Ladies with their Soup 
and Sandwich meals and barbecues, and will 
allow us to offer light meals at lunch.   
 After the dart leagues have finished we 
will again be working on the Tri-Service floors. 
The new flooring is cracking in spots and the 
floor covering is scratching badly. These 
problems will be fixed by the contractor that 
performed the work at no cost to the Legion. 

Yours in comradeship,                

Rick Purcell        

President, Branch 34 

Ladies Auxiliary  

President’s Report 

A t this time I would like to welcome everyone 
back from your two months of holidays and 

now it is time to get back to business. 

  
In the coming months our ladies will be quite 
busy with helping the branch in many ways 

and we need each and every one to help as much 
as possible whether it is making sandwiches or 
just buttering bread. Each of us has many unique 
ways of helping. 
 We are a small Auxiliary but a good 
auxiliary and I know when called upon to help 
you all seem to never let this L.A. down. 
As I have said at every meeting those of you that 
have new ideas don't be shy come out and try 
them.  I understand we had a great turnout for the 
St. Patrick’s Day dance. Great job to those ladies 
who worked on the committee. 
 As you are all aware we are still waiting to 
see if we will be getting the new kitchen in the 
coming months so ladies make sure you come to 
the meetings so you are all aware as to what will 
be up and coming. 
 In May we will be holding our elections 
again and the meeting will start at 7 p.m. 
 At this time I would like to wish all whom 
are not well a speedy recovery and to our shut-ins 
I know Lillian Butt and Gladys Fountain are 
keeping in touch.  They do a good job looking 
after our sick and shut-ins. 
 Wishing everyone well and we will see 
most of you at the next general meeting. 
 
Yours in comradeship                      

Debbie Stanton           

President, Branch 34 Ladies Auxiliary 
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Membership 

W e have recently initiated eight people and 

still have 16 waiting to be initiated.  We 

also have four people waiting to be approved for 

membership and seven waiting to transfer in. 

There are 892 members presently paid plus 97 

Ladies Auxiliary members.             

 Cindy notified all unpaid members by 

mail and the response has been much  better 

than it was when I phoned people last year. 

Respectfully submitted                 

Bob Dimaline      

Membership Chairman 

 

 

Soldiers’ Memorial  

Hospital 

Comrades, 

O n Monday, March 6th President Rick 

Purcell and I presented a cheque in the 

amount of $7,560 to the Soldiers’ Memorial 

Hospital Foundation.  The cheque was presented 

on behalf of the Ontario Command  Branches 

and Ladies’ Auxiliary Charitable Foundation ( a 

foundation that our branch supports through our 

Poppy Fund).  The funds have been used to 

purchase specialized equipment for the hospital. 

The legion at both Branch and Provincial level 

remain strong supporters of Orillia Soldiers’ 

Memorial Hospital. 

Submitted by              

Chuck Penny            

Legion representative to the              

SMH Hospital Board 

 

 

Core of 34 

T he Core of 34 meets on April 6th and we 

are hoping to elect a new president and vice

-president.  I will be stepping down from the 

president’s position due to the amount of work 

involved in my duties as the legion membership 

chairman.  I do hope someone steps forward. 

Whoever takes over will have my full support. 

Respectfully submitted              

Bob Dimaline         

President, Core of 34 

 

Ways and Means 

W elcome back “snow birds”.  Now that 

spring is here we can come out of 

hibernation and move ahead with planning 

events. Some of those events are:     

Friday, April 28th, Steak BBQ 

              May 27th Ride For Dad      

Steak BBQ and entertainment by            

Charlotte & The Dirty Cowboys 

For June we are looking into a boat cruise with 

invitations going to other branches. This will be 

on a Sunday afternoon. The cruise will be 

followed by a steak BBQ back at the branch. 

Date and cost to be determined.            

Watch for details. 

 

If you have any suggestions please feel free to 

contact me. 

Yours in comradeship,        

Sandy Robertson      

Ways and Means Chairman 
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Sports 
 
Hello everyone, 

A very busy sports season is coming to a 
close. Many of our teams were successful in 

various zone tournaments and moved on to 
district events. I would like to thank everyone for 
their participation in the events, they were played 
in great spirit with everyone having a good time. 
 A special shout out goes to a couple of 
great darts players, Shawn Keetch, who won the 
zone tournament in both singles & doubles. 
Andrew Macdonald partnered with Shawn. 
Andrew then went on to win the district singles 
event & has gone on to represent the branch in 
the provincial tournament to be held in Port 
Credit.  Good luck Andy! We are happy that our 
branch will host Zone darts in 2018.  
  Congratulations to all who entered the 
events. We appreciate your continued efforts and 
look forward to another great year in 2017/2018.  
 
Yours in comradeship,                 

Neville Gale       

 Sports Officer 
 

 Downstairs Kitchen  -  
Horizon Grant 

I n March 2017, the Legion received an Horizon 
Grant in the amount of $24,000 for the 

construction of facilities and purchase of 
equipment for a downstairs kitchen at the north 
end of the Vimy Room which is currently  
being used for storage.  In addition to the cash 
grant the Legion expects to receive $11,000 in 
donations and will spend an additional amount 
up to $9,500 and will have volunteer work in-
kind of $18,000 to complete the  
kitchen. 
 Although the Legion has a year, under the 
Horizon Grant, to complete the downstairs 
kitchen we hope to finish the work by the fall. 
 Many thanks to Chuck Penny for his 
work in obtaining this grant. 
 

Brian Robertson 

Treasurer 
 

 

Last Post           
Lest We Forget 

Michener, Gordon , Army Cadets,   

Ordinary Member Branch 34, 76 years 

old.  01/09/17 

Belcher, Gordon Raymond,  A-2379. 

RCNVR,  World War II.  Ordinary 

Member Branch 34, 99 years old. 

01/17/17 

MacInnis, Donald W., 27159-H, Navy, 

Ordinary Member Branch 34. 83 years 

old.  01/24/17 

Caldwell, Thomas.,  R290438, RCAF, 

World War II, Ordinary Member Branch 

34, 93 years old 01/27/17 

Clare, Charles C,  V-65561, RCNVR, 

World War II, Life Member Branch 34. 

91 years old, 03/03/2017 

Scott, Jack Wycliffe, V89300,  RCNVR, 

World War II, Life Member Branch 34 

MSM with Palm Leaf, 92 years old, 

03/04/17  

At the going down of the sun 

and in the morning            

  WE WILL                                         

REMEMBER THEM 
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With the unanimous support of all Members of Parliament, the Legislative Assembly of 

Ontario paid tribute to women who served in the military during the Second World 

War.  In the gallery at Queen’s Park to witness the tribute were: several World War II 

veterans (including WREN, Nursing Sisters and CWAC); serving military personnel 

from HMCS YORK, Lorne Scots, 32 Service Battalion, 32 Signal Regiment, Queen’s 

York Rangers, Queen’s Own Rifles, Canadian Forces College and Fourth Canadian  

Division; and representatives from the Royal Canadian Legion (including Provincial 

President Brian Weaver), St. John Ambulance, the Royal Canadian Military Institute 

and other organizations. 

Veterans’ Report 

D uring the month of February there were 

35 visits made to Soldiers’ Memorial 

Hospital by Bob Dimaline,  Ray Canning and 

myself.  There were 74 visits to nursing 

homes during February. Thank you very much 

to Pat Loughnan, Joan Goldsmith, Len 

Thorne, Ray Canning, Gord McArthur and 

Jackie Verbeek. 

Submitted by              

Reta Keeler               

Veterans Liaison 



Poppy 
Report 

Comrades, 

O ur service officer Peter DeVillers continues to 
get requests from veterans for assistance and 

deals with each case as they come in.  If it requires 
a major expense he phones or emails committee 
members for their input so that the matter can be 
dealt with in a speedy manner.  
 The poppy committee met in January to 
discuss the budget and determine expenditures for 
the balance of this year.  It was decided to donate 
$2,000 each to four of the provincial command 
charities as well as the District E Hospital Trust 
Funds.       
 The committee will meet again in the 
summer to make plans for the fall Poppy 
Campaign as well as the annual Veteran’s Dinner. 

From the Poppy Committee 

Thank You 

Greetings to members of the Poppy Committee: 

What a pleasant surprise to receive a Christmas 
gift bag from your branch.  It was packed with so 
much good food and very useful items.  I certainly 
appreciate your thoughtfulness.  My husband 
Arthur and I were pleased to attend a breakfast and 
talk by author Ted Barris at your branch a few 
years ago. Ted delivered the eulogy at Arthur’s 
funeral. Receiving your gift bag on a sad 
anniversary for me was very special and helped to 
raise bmy spirits. Thank you for all your good 
work. Wishing your members a bright new year. 

Sincerely, Noreen Hawtin 

 

 

Scottish Festival 

P lanning is underway for the 40th annual Orillia 
Scottish Festival to be held July 14, 15 and 16, 

2017. 
 We will be honouring Canada this year 
highlighting the Maple Leaf Tartan in honour of 
Canada's 150 years since Confederation and 
Orillia's 150 years since incorporation. 
 We welcome new members on the 
committee: Will Kinghorn, Karen Moon, Isobel 
Hill, Cathy Wackett and Roger Lippert. I know 
they will be a great addition to the committee and 
we look forward to working with them. 
 Jim Campbell and I recently attended a 
volunteer fair at Georgian College and we have 
added several students to our volunteer list. We 
look forward to working with these students. 
We were also fortunate to have three new 
members offer to work on behalf of the festival 
committee. It is nice to see new members step 
forward to be involved in legion functions. 
 The festival requires many volunteers on 
the day of so, if you are able to help, please 
contact me and I will ensure your name is 
forwarded to the proper committee member. 
 The sheep dog demonstration will be held 
again as it was a popular addition. We are in 
discussion with the 48th Military Band and the 
Orillia Silver Band to have them involved this 
year. A number of bands have confirmed their 
attendance and Tom Leadbeater will be our feature 
entertainer. 
 I am pleased to announce that the festival 
committee has been awarded $2,300 from Heritage 
Canada and $3,000 from the City of Orillia. These 
funds will help pay our expenses. 
 We are looking forward to another great 
festival that all will come and enjoy. 
 
Respectfully submitted 

Chuck Penny 

Chairperson 
Orillia Scottish Festival 
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District E Fall Convention 

Members of the 39 branches that make 

up District E of the Royal Canadian 

Legion met recently in Stouffville for 

the Spring Convention.  The 

convention was attended by 138 

delegates and guests.  In the top photo, 

Branch 34’s Kate Palmer was 

recognized for 20 years service as the 

District E Youth Education Chairman.  

She is pictured with Sharon 

McKeown, 1st Vice President Ontario 

Command, left,  District E Deputy 

Commander Pam Davidson and 

District E Commander Bob 

Ladouceur.  In the middle photo Kate 

receives plaques from Sharon 

McKeown, Judi Giovanetti, District 

PRO and Bob Ladouceur.  The plaques 

recognize the Vets Gazette as the best 

legion published newsletter is Class A

(branches with over 1000 members) 

and also the best in Ontario Command.  

In the bottom photo Pam Davidson is 

installed as the new District E 

Commander by Sharon McKeown.  

One of the highlights of the convention 

was the presentation of cheques to 

various legion programs. 

Charitable Foundation    $39,422.21 

Bursary Fund     $38,559.75        

Leave Streets Behind     $41,750.00 

Hospital Trust Fund       $38,300.00     

District Track & Field      $4,300.00 

Commonwealth Ex-          

Serviceman’s League        $8,960.00                                           

For a total of:                $171,291.96 

Well done District E !!! 
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Ladies Auxiliary         

Cold Plate     

Luncheon 

Tuesday, April 25 

11:30 a.m.  

Upstairs  

In the 

 Vimy Room 

 

 Price $6.00 Come out and enjoy a 

delicious array of salads, cold cuts, 

dessert, tea & coffee 

Don’t Miss It! 

 

Zone E4 Spring Convention 

Branch 34 sent eight delegates to the 

Zone E4 Spring Convention held recently 

at Branch 619 Warminster. Among them 

were from left: Ralph Bernard, Bob 

Dimaline, Rick Purcell (branch 

president), Jack Hird (second vice-

president) and Cliff Vardy.  The 

convention saw the election of  Frank 

Beasley of Branch 262 Elmvale elected as 

the new Zone E4 Commander. 

Support the Bingo Charities 

(Branch 34 is one of those charities) 

Play 

CATCH  

THE ACE 
Get your tickets at the Friday Night 

meat draws or from the office. 



  

 Financial Summary for the six months  
ending February 28, 2017  

 
                              9 Months ending          9 Months ending  

                                                         February 28, 2017       February 29, 2016 

 

Bar revenue                                           $214,457                     $232,489 

Cost of goods sold                                   105,564                       111,062        

Gross Bar profit                                      $108,893                     $121,427 

Gross Profit %age                                      50.8%                          52.2% 

 

Committee revenue                                  $47,400                       $41,166 

Committee expenses                                  47,574                         42,817 

Committee profit (loss)                              $   (174)                      $ (1,651) 

 

Revenue-Ways & Means                          $23,937                       $32,111 

Expenses-Ways & Means                             8,177                         10,776 

Ways & Means profit                                 $15,760                       $21,335     

  

Revenue-Normandy Room                       $40,500                      $ 26,244 

Expenses-Normandy Room                              ---                          14,170  

Normandy profit                                        $40,500                      $ 12,074 

 

Member Fees-net                                      $15,409                       $17,765 

 

Other Income                                            $24,232                        $28,422 

Expenses 

Building                                                     $51,055                        $54,151 

Payroll                                                       109,821                        109,378 

Administration                                             37,558                          33,261 

Total Expense                                         $198,434                      $196,790 

 

Net Profit (loss)                                         $  6,186                       $   2,582 

 

Cash and GICs less payables                 $(10,260)                           

Bingo Bank Account                                 $  2,100      

Nevada Bank Account                              $  3,500 
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Treasurer’s Comments 

Financial statements February 28, 2017:  

Profit & Loss June 1 to February 28, 2017;       
1. Bar sales for the nine months ended February 

28, 2017 were $18,000 less than the nine months 

ending February 29, 2016. Branch bar sales are 

approximately 8% less than last years’ bar sales 

mainly due to the Normandy room loss of bar 

sales ($15,000). 

2. Bar gross profit for the 9 months ended 

February 28, 2017 is 50.8% (52.2% in 2016); 

Gross profit for the 9 months to February 28, 

2017 is $12,500 less than the 9 months to 

February 29, 2016.  

3. Committee profit/loss for the 9 months ended 

February 28, 2017 is $1,500 more than the 9 

months to February 29, 2016 mainly resulting 

from Scottish Festival and Legends increased 

profits offset by increased Sports cost of $800 & 

Memorial dedication cost of $500. 

4. Ways and Means profit for the 9 months ending 

February 28, 2017 is $5,600 less than the 9 

months to February 29, 2016 resulting from 

repairs to a pool table & reduced table revenues of 

$2,900 & reduced Friday night dart/ draw 

revenues of $3,400. 

5. Normandy room profit for the 9 months ended 

February 28, 2017 is $28,400 more than last 

year’s profit due to the rental of the room to the 

Bingo Hall.  

6. Membership fees are $2,400 less or about 90 

members less than last year at this time. 

7. Other income is $4,200 less for the 9 months to 

February 28, 2017 as compared to the 9 months to 

February 29, 2016 mainly due to a decrease in 

donations. 

7. Operating expenses are $1,600 more than last 

years’ expenses with Building costs being $3,100 

less this year, Administration costs being $4,300 

more mainly due to the Dominion convention 

expense and Payroll being $400 more this year. 

8. Operations had a profit of $6,186 for the 9 

months ended February 28, 2017 as compared to a 

profit of $2,582 for the 9 months ended February 

29, 2016.  

Balance Sheet-February 28, 2017; 
1. Retained earnings at February 28, 2017 were 

$14,677. 

2. Cash on hand was $37,200.  

3. Accounts payable & reserve liabilities were 

$47,460 leaving a negative cash flow balance on 

hand of $(10,260) at February 28, 2017.  

4. The Bingo and Nevada bank accounts have a 

balance of $5,600. 

 

Respectively submitted, 

Brian Robertson 

Spring is here and the           

Barbecues are coming out! 

Don’t miss these       

upcoming Steak BBQ’s 

Friday, April 28 

With proceeds to the Scottish Festival 

Friday, May 12 

With proceeds to the Legends of the 

Legion Weekend 

Saturday, May 27th 

Ride For Dad Weekend 

Friday, June 16 

With proceeds to the Legends of the 

Legion Weekend 

Friday, July 21 

With proceeds to the Legions of the 

Legion Weekend 
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Winners of the Branch 34  and Branch 619 Poster and Literary contest attended an 

awards luncheon for students and family members at Branch 34.                                     

The students received certificates and cash prizes from the Poppy Fund.  

 

Public Speaking 

Youth Education chairman Kate 

Palmer, left and Branch 

President Rick Purcell presented 

certificates to public speaking 

winners, 

Youth Education 
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EXCLUSIVE OFFER TO LEGION MEMBERS 

Doolittle-Carson Funeral Home is proud to offer, to all Legion Vets and Members in 

 good standing, a very special offer on funeral planning. 

 This deeply discounted offer is being made to all members with proof of current 

 membership in good standing. 

This includes pre-planned and at time of need funeral arrangements. 

 At the time of planning we will ask about any Legion arrangements you might wish to include, advise 

of any Veterans benefits that might apply, assist with completion of documents both prior to and     

following the funeral services. 

Due to the nature of this offer we must restrict it to members in good standing only. 

For information please call or speak to Branch 34 member COLIN WACKETT 

This is a service….FOR LEGION MEMBERS….BY LEGION MEMBERS 

Phone 326-3595                                                                             email: info@carsonfuneralhomes.com 

 

 

Editorial 

Comrades, 

Spring is finally here and as I write this the sun is shining. Let’s hope we get a lot of sunshine this spring 

and summer. Things will be very busy around the branch as work starts to redo the floor in the Tri-service 

room and the construction of a new, downstairs kitchen begins.  The kitchen will be a great benefit to the 

branch.  Thanks to Chuck Penny for all of his hard work preparing the grant application that makes this 

possible.  Volunteer labour will be required so please see what you can do to help.    

 April 9th marks the 100th anniversary of the Battle of Vimy Ridge. This is a very important date 

in Canadian history - so please take a moment to remember the sacrifices made.  On a happier note this 

year also marks Canada’s 150th Anniversary as well as the 150th anniversary of Orillia’s incorporation.  

The Scottish Festival will honour both of these events during their festivities in July.   

 Don’t forget that this is an election year at Branch 34. The first two year term is coming to an end. 

Nominations will be received at the general meeting on April 12th. The election meeting will be held on 

Thursday, April 27th at 7 p.m.  If you don’t choose to run for office, please make sure you come out and 

vote.   

Kate Palmer,                  

Editor 
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Vimy 

 

T oday, if most people in Canada wee asked a 

question about “Vimy Ridge” their answer would 

likely be a blank stare or “I never heard of it”.   Only 

the oldsters whose memories go back to the second 

decade can recall the pride and patriotic enthusiasm 

that swept the country when they received the news 

that the Canadian troops had again distinguished 

themselves by sweeping the Germans from one of the 

strongest bastions on the Western Front.    

 The battle of Vimy Ridge took place on 

Easter Monday, April 9, 1917 and lasted several days 

but the main enemy strong points were put out of 

action the first day and broke the proud spirit of the 

German high Command who considered their 

fortifications impregnable.  

 A year or more previous to the Canadian 

attack, the French army had lost 75,000 men in their 

attempt to capture the strategic high ground, and the 

German defenders almost as many. Not many of them 

received a proper  burial. Most of those who fell, 

were buried, exhumed and buried again and again by 

the hellish rain of shell fire during the month long 

struggle which went into French history as the battle 

of Neuville Ste. Vaast.    

 The Canadians took up their positions in this 

stinking, chalky quagmire at the bottom of the bridge 

near the end of October 1916, and all through the 

following winter were under constant observation and 

harassment by the enemy on the higher ground. 

 During these months several large mines 

were exploded in no man’s land, leaving giant craters 

thirty feet deep and twice that in diameter. Listening 

posts would immediately be established on the crater 

lips and were lonesome, isolated, fearsome positions, 

close to the enemy lines.  Those posts became known 

as the Crater Posts and the hours of duty in them was 

a dreaded chore.   

 Beyond the Crater Posts the terrain was a 

forbidding, shell-torn, churned up mass of chalky 

clay, deep shell holes, broken trees and smashed farm 

buildings.  The whole vast scene of destruction which 

on a moonlit night and beneath the very  lights, gave 

birth to queer images and shadows among the gaseous 

clouds rising from the shell holes.  Is it any wonder 

that an 18 year old lad, stationed in one of the 

lonesome crater posts, thinking fondly of his home, 

waiting and wondering about an unknown fate when 

the battle would begin at dawn, the thought ever in his 

mind of those around him who had given their lives a 

year before?  It is strange that his fancy would 

conjure up strange images in the lonely place. 

 There are few of the old veterans left who can 

recall vividly the Vimy Battle and still fewer who can 

remember the Crater Posts without a little shiver at 

the remembrance.    

 The following verses will explain in more 

detail the experiences of the watcher in the post.  The 

writer knows, for he was that lad. 

 

This story and the following poem were written by 

Christopher George Cook of Cookstown Ontario 

(1892 to 1979).  It was written at a time when there 

were still veterans of the First World War.  Sadly, 

there are none left.  It was submitted by Sharon A. 

Cook, the daughter of George and Amelia Cook and 

granddaughter of John George and Ethel Pettit.  It 

seems appropriate to include this in the Gazette as 

this month we mark the 100th Anniversary of The 

Battle of Vimy Ridge. 

 

 

The Night Before Vimy 
       He stood in the Crater Post, that night,                

In April of Seventeen,                                   

     Tired and cold and fearful,                                         

In the night wind, sharp and keen.              

  Keeping watch in a war-torn land                

     With the same misty moon above,               

     That once shone of farmsteads and happy homes, 

In a land of peace and love. 

 

 Off to his right was Thelus, 

 While, shortleft front, Lafolie Wood 

 Secreted concrete bastions,  

 Where Saxon and Prussians stood,           

 Awaiting the morn with bated breath               

 Only a few shorts hours till death                           

would claim some of them, who would it be?   

They wait the dawn as tense as he. 
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 Half a mile to his left lay Souchez,  

  Its buildings beaten down, 

  Leaving stark, dead ruins 

   Of a lovely, peasant town. 

    Once, nestling secure, at the foot of the Ridge 

        Now, lying dead by the river’s edge 

 

Back of him was the Pylons, 

Where the rats grew big and bold, 

Feeding fat on the corpses 

That lay the stinking mold. 

Men who had died in the flower of youth 

Buried there by the score, 

Bodies of fighting Poilus, 

Who died the year before. 

Further back was the cobble road 

Bathed in the light of the moon, 

One way leading down to Arras 

The other to Bethune. 

Guns were massed along the road, 

And gunners with nerves tight drawn, 

Waited to hurl their missiles of death 

     When the order came at dawn. 

 

But the guns were having a rest that night, 

Scarcely a sound could he hear 

As he looked out front at the jumbled ground, 

Along the Ridge, to a little mound. 

Just out from Thelus wood, 

He thought he saw a movement there, 

But he wasn’t sure and didn’t much care. 

 

As alone in the night he stood 

He watched the gas clouds in the holes  

That shells had made between the boles 

Of shattered trees, that seemed to creep 

And shiver, casting shadows deep   

Within the eerie light. 

While overhead, the star shells red 

And blue and gold and green, 

Propelled onto the air by hands unseen, 

Made weird and ghostly figures in the night. 

 

Into that poisoned mist he gazed, 

His eyes so heavy, his mind half dazed 

From lack of sleep and a pent up fear, 

So great, at time, he could hardly bear 

To think what the morn might bring,  

Thoughts came racing through his brain: 

Such as will come to the mind of one 

In the dead of night, when he’s all alone, 

Heartsick, weary, chilled to the bone. 

 

…..Mother and Dad, I’m with you there, 

Sitting once more in your big arm chair. 

…..Young Jim is with us and sister too, 

Oh God it is good to be home with you. 

…..Tomorrow, I think, I’ll go down to Queens 

and see the football game. 

…..Our Father, who art in heaven,  

Hallowed be thy name. 

There’s that movement near Thelus again, 

He could see but dimly from where he stood, 

But something was moving out there by the wood, 

Was it only his fancy? Was it beast and men? 

He rubbed his eyes and he looked again. 

 

Then out from Thelus wood there came, 
Four by four, in column route, 

Horsemen, footmen, young and old, 

Shoulder to shoulder and boot to boot. 

They came, as on parade 

While over by the little mound, 

Figures rose from out the ground 

And joined the cavalcade. 

 

As on they drew, their numbers grew, 

While all along the way, 

Companies formed and wheeled, in turn, 

To form a vast array 

Of beared men and gangling boys, 

Scarce parted from their childhood toys, 

Their faces wan and gray. 

 

There came a sort of whispering sound 

That seemed to rise from all around 

From the post he was in. 

And as their first ranks passed by him, 

Faintly. Did he hear their cry: 

“Vive, Vivel’ Canadien” 
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Federal Budget 2017 – 
‘Promises, promises’ says The 

Royal Canadian Legion 

OTTAWA – The Federal Government’s budget 
has checked off a couple more priorities from 
the Veterans Affairs Canada (VAC) mandate 
letter, but it certainly has missed the opportunity 
to deliver on key recommendations brought 
forward by the VAC Ministerial Advisory 
Groups, specifically, the need for lifelong 
financial security for ill and injured Veterans. 
Budget 2017 provides vague promises and 
no clarity on how the government will 
deliver lifelong financial security for our 
Veterans and their families.  
 Canada’s ill and injured Veterans need 
and deserve financial security, critical supports 
and benefits, and this budget missed the mark 
by not delivering substantive details. 
 “Bottom line, this budget doesn’t do 
enough for our Veterans and their families,” 
says David Flannigan, Dominion President. 
“How long do Veterans have to wait?” 
  For those who served to protect 
the very rights and freedoms we enjoy today, we 
owe our Veterans our commitment to press 
Government to ensure the care and benefits they 
receive are the best they can possibly be. 

 

A man was just waking up from anesthesia after 
surgery, and his wife was sitting by his side. His 
eyes fluttered open and he said, "You're 
beautiful!" and then he fell asleep again. His 
wife had never heard him say that so she stayed 
by his side. 
A couple of minutes later, his eyes fluttered 
open and he said, "You're cute!" Well, the wife 
was disappointed because instead of 
"beautiful," it was "cute." She asked, "What 
happened to 'beautiful'?" His reply was "The 
drugs are wearing off!" 

 

Air Cadets 

T he Air Cadets are doing well with around 
60 cadets attending weekly. Some of the 

cadets recently attended a Tim Horton’s Camp 
in Parry Sound.  The Tim Horton camps are 
available to youth groups during the winter.  
The group recently had their Tag Day.
 The cadets are moving towards 
competitions  in rifle, drill and band. 

 

              Navy League  

T he Navy League is doing well in their new 
location.  They have held their numbers 

better this year with more consistent staff. They 
are moving into some of their competition 
times. 

 

Orillia Minor Baseball 

T he new executive is working on the 
schedules and getting the new teams set up. 

The enrolment to date looks good with numbers 
up from last year.  They are looking towards to 
good season. 

Bingo 

B ingos are doing fairly well. Numbers were 
a little down in December due largely to 

bad weather, but have slowly built up again.  
We started “Catch the Ace” in January and that 
has added a little to the bingos.  This will help 
all of the charities involved in the bingo with an 
additional income stream.  The legion benefits 
as one of these charities.  There have been a 
number of legion members who have won 
weekly draws.  As of this writing no one has 
won the ace yet and the jackpot is over $1200. 
Tickets are only $5.00. 

 

http://www.legion.ca/article/advocating-for-life-long-financial-security-for-canadas-ill-and-injured-veterans/
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Running All Day 

April 19 

2017 

Passchendaele                             
Director Paul Gross, Year: 2008 , Run Time 114 minutes 

Hyena Road                               
Director Paul Gross, Year: 2015, Run Time 120 minutes 
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The Legion Supports 
 Commonwealth  

 Veterans Through 
 The Royal 

Commonwealth Ex-Services 
League 

Did you know the Legion supports 
Commonwealth Veterans? As a member of the 
Royal Commonwealth Ex-Services League 
(RCEL), The Royal Canadian Legion helps 
Veterans and ex-service members of the 
Commonwealth and former Commonwealth 
countries.    
 Formed in 1921 as the British Empire 
Services League, in 1958 it became the British 
Commonwealth Ex-Services League and in 
2002 dropped the word British from its title. 
The word Royal was added in 2003. The RCEL 
is a union of 56 ex-service organizations, from 
47 Commonwealth and former Commonwealth 
countries, that promotes the welfare of 
Commonwealth Veterans and their dependents 
while helping them to meet their own charitable 
objectives.     
 In 1966, the Legion made a 
commitment to the RCEL to coordinate and 
assist the member organizations in the 
Caribbean area. Having made the commitment, 
and using donations from Legion branches, the 
RCEL Welfare Fund was established. The fund 
is administered by the Legion’s RCEL 
(Canada) Committee and assists Veterans and 
their widows in need in 16 countries in the 
Caribbean region. The fund can also be used to 
help provide medical and administrative grants, 
adequate housing for those in need, emergency 
disaster funds, Poppy materials to assist in 
Poppy Campaigns at the local level, and 
support to the organizations in managing the 
affairs of their Veterans and widows.  
 The Legion also works in cooperation 
with the Canadian International Development 
Agency, the Canadian Forces, the Salvation 
Army and other agencies to deliver services to 
Caribbean Veterans, and advocates for them 
through approaches to local and national 
governments. 

 The Legion conducts bi-annual visits of 
selected countries and fraternal Veterans’ 
Organizations to meet with Veterans and 
widows in need, to gain a better perspective of 
their situation and needs, and to ensure that the 
grants are being properly administered. During 
the visit, formal meetings are held with local 
heads of state/government and ministry 
officials, such as defence or security, to 
advocate for further internal support to the 
Veterans and widows.    
 In addition to the support the Legion 
provides to Commonwealth Veterans in the 
Caribbean, the Legion can also offer assistance 
through the Poppy Fund to Veterans of 
Commonwealth or Allied countries and their 
families residing in Canada, and coordinates 
benevolent applications to the Royal 
Commonwealth Ex-Services League in the UK 
on their behalf for additional assistance when 
warranted.    
 The Royal Canadian Legion is proud to 
be a member of the Royal Commonwealth Ex-
Services League and we honour the service and 
sacrifice of Commonwealth Veterans. 

At the recent District E Spring convention, 
Branch 34, through the Poppy Fund donated 
$2,000 to this program. 

 
  
A man got hit hard in the head with a can of 

7up. He’s alright though, it was a soft drink. 

 

Why did the physics teacher break up with the 

biology teacher? There was no chemistry. 

 

Q. Why do the French like to eat snails so 

much? 

A. They can’t stand fast food. 

 

Police officer: "Can you identify yourself, sir?" 

 Driver pulls out his mirror and says: "Yes, it's 

me." 

 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 

Bid Euchre     

1 p.m.        

Ladies Darts 

4      Euchre 

1  p.m. 

Mens Darts 

LA Meeting 

7:00 p.m. 

5 

Executive 

Meeting 

6 

Core of 34 

7 

Meat Darts 

and Draws 

5pm 

8 

9      Vimy 

Ridge   

100th       

Anniversary 

10 

Bid Euchre     

1 p.m.        

Ladies Darts 

11 

Euchre 1pm 

Mens Darts 

12 General 

Meeting 

Dinner 6:30 

Meeting 

7:30  

13 

Core of 34 

14      Good      

Friday  

Branch 

Closed 

15 

16  Happy   

Easter 

Branch 

closed 

17 

Bid Euchre     

1 p.m.   

 Ladies Darts 

18 

Euchre 1pm 

Mens Darts 

19 

Canadian 

Film Day  - 

see page 18 

20 

Core of 34 

21 

Meat Darts 

and Draws 

5pm 

22 

23 24 

Bid Euchre     

1 p.m.        

Ladies Darts 

25 L.A. 

Cold Plate 

Lunch      

Euchre 1pm 

Mens Darts 

26 27 

Core of 34 

ELECTIONS 

    7 P.M. 

28    Meat 

Darts and 

Draws 5pm 

STEAK 

BBQ 

29 

30       

April 2017 

  Nominations for Executive for 2017 to 2019   

      at General Meeting Wednesday April 12   

                  Elections to be held Thursday April 27 

Ladies Auxiliary Cold Plate Lunch                                 

Tuesday, April 25 11:30 a.m. 

Scottish Festival Steak BBQ Friday, April 28  



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

Bid Euchre     

1 p.m.         

2 

Euchre          

1 p.m.         

LA Meeting 

7:30 p.m.    

3 

Executive 

Meeting 

4 Ontario        

Senior 

Games Dart 

Tournament 

Core of 34 

5 

Meat Darts 

and Draws 

5pm 

6 

7 8 

Bid Euchre     

1 p.m.         

9 

Euchre          

1 p.m.         

10   General   

Meeting      

Dinner 6:30 

Meeting 

7:30 

11 

Core of 34 

12    Meat 

Darts and 

Draws 5pm 

STEAK 

BBQ 

13 

14 

Happy 

Mothers’ 

Day 

15 

Bid Euchre     

1 p.m.         

16 

Euchre          

1 p.m.         

17 18 

Core of 34 

19 

Meat Darts 

and Draws 

5pm 

20 

21 22 

Bid Euchre     

1 p.m.         

23 

Euchre          

1 p.m.         

24 25 

Core of 34 

26 

Meat Darts 

and Draws 

5pm 

27  

Ride for 

Dad Steak 

BBQ 

28 29 

Bid Euchre     

1 p.m.         

30 

Euchre          

1 p.m.         

31    

May 2017 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

Core of 34 

2 

Meat Darts 

and Draws 

5pm 

3 

4 5 

Bid Euchre     

1 p.m.         

6 

Euchre          

1 p.m.         

LA Meeting 

7:30 p.m. 

7 

Executive 

Meeting 

8 

Core of 34 

9 

Meat Darts 

and Draws 

5pm 

10 

11 12 

Bid Euchre     

1 p.m.         

 

13 

Euchre          

1 p.m.         

14 

General  

Meeting      

Dinner 6:30 

Meeting 

7:30 

15 

Core of 34 

16     Meat 

Darts and 

Draws 5pm 

STEAK 

BBQ 

17 

18 

Happy      

Fathers’ 

Day 

19 

Bid Euchre     

1 p.m.         

20 

Euchre          

1 p.m.         

21 

Aboringinal 

Day 

22 

Core of 34 

23 

Meat Darts 

and Draws 

5pm 

24 

25 26 

Bid Euchre     

1 p.m.         

27 

Euchre          

1 p.m.         

28 29 

Core of 34 

30 

Meat Darts 

and Draws 

5pm 

 

June 2017 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 

Bid Euchre     

1 p.m.         

4 

Euchre          

1 p.m.         

5 

Executive 

Meeting 

6 

Core of 34 

7 

Meat Darts 

and Draws 

5pm 

8 

9 10 

Bid Euchre     

1 p.m.         

11 

Euchre          

1 p.m.         

12 13 

Core of 34 

14 

Meat Darts 

and Draws 

5pm 

15 

Scottish 

Festival 

16 

Festival 

Continues 

17 

Bid Euchre     

1 p.m.         

18 

Euchre          

1 p.m.         

19 20 

Core of 34 

21  Meat 

Darts and 

Draws 5pm 

STEAK BBQ 

22 

23 24 

Bid Euchre     

1 p.m.         

25 

Euchre          

1 p.m.         

26 27 

Core of 34 

28 

Meat Darts 

and Draws 

5pm 

29 

30 31 

Bid Euchre     

1 p.m.         

     

July 2017 

Happy    

Canada Day 

Scottish Festival 

July 15, 16, 17 



 
 


